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SQUARE     785.347 km2

NUMBER OF PROVINCES 81
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS 921
TOTAL POPULATION   80.810.525



My dear fellow companions united for our shared cause,

Since the day it was founded, AK Party has always defined its position in politics as where the nation stands 
and today, it continues to follow the same definition.

As a matter of fact, when our party won the 3rd of November elections to become the ruling party again, 
almost all in our nation, regardless of whether they voted for us, were relieved and started having hopes for 
their future.

It is this hope which is continually kept alive by our nation that has made AK Party strong and has kept it 
standing for so many years.

Within the last 15 years, Turkey’s agenda has changed, its priorities have changed, its challenges have changed, 
its expectations have changed; yet, the only thing that has remained unchanged is the fact that the only party 
that can respond to all of these is AK Party.

AK Party has succeeded in maintaining its reputation in the eyes of our nation by constantly raising the bar 
higher for its targets, by attaching just as much importance to quality as it does to quantity and by working 
with a solution-oriented understanding.

Never regarding ourselves as the miracle worker, being aware that the secret lies with the services we provide, 
we always worked with the enthusiasm we had on our first day and continually improved ourselves.

On this long and arduous journey that required patience, there have surely been those that grew tired and 
even those who lost their way; however, AK Party’s love and determination in serving the nation has never 
faltered.

God willing, we will continue with our services with the help of God and through the guidance of our nation.
It is with this understanding that we run Turkey’s evident fight for survival against FETO, PKK, DAESH and 
other terrorist organisations and now even against the great powers of the world.

Despite treasons such as the 15th of July coup attempt that is unprecedented in our history, we continue to 
stand tall and strong as the country and the nation marching towards our targets.

By strongly adhering to the principles of "One Nation, One Flag, One Homeland, One State" that we consider 
as the guarantee of our independence and future, we believe that we will be victorious in this fight.

What we have achieved in the last 15 years is the guarantee of what we will achieve from this day onwards 
including our 2023 goals.

If we do not know where we come from, we cannot accurately identify where we stand and where we are 
headed.

I consider this booklet on AK Party's activities of the last 15 years as a historical document describing where 
we came from and where we are now.

I expect our colleagues working within the organs of our party as well as all our brothers and sisters who have 
set their hearts on our party to seize every opportunity to inform our nation in the most accurate manner on 
what we have done until today.

I extend my greetings and regards to my beloved nation.

Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN
Chairman of the Justice and Development Party, 

President of Turkey
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS 
ENTREPRENEURIAL AND HUMANITARIAN 
FOREIGN POLICY 
DEVELOPING CORPORATE INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROVIDING CONSULAR SERVICES  
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Today, Turkey implements a multi-
dimensional, proactive, visionary, and 
principled foreign policy, regardless of 
the various tests that make its impact 
felt not only in the immediate vicinity 
but globally.

Our foreign policy derives its power and
its effectiveness from the opportunities
provided by the multi-regional strategic
identity arising from the intersection of
different geographies, the political 
stability within the country, the 
potential of our growing economy and 
the potential and cultural richness of 
social interaction based on our existing 
historical ties with a broad geography.

LEADER IN THE REGION, 
CONSCIENCE  
OF THE  
WORLD:

TURKEY

The regional dimension of Turkish 
foreign policy is shaped on 
the basis of the goal of raising 
honorable life in peace and security 
in the near future, and raising the 
level of prosperity in proportion to 
the real potential of the region.
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LEADER IN THE REGION, ACTIVE 
TURKISH 
FOREIGN POLICY 
IN EVERY ASPECTS
Political, economic and socio-cultural 
initiatives and steps towards the 
development of our bilateral relations 
with the neighboring countries are the 
reflections of the triple cooperation 
processes that we have pioneered 
with regional ownership and the active 
roles we have undertaken in regional 
organizations. 

Turkey is also addressing crises 
and testimonies from its immediate 
surroundings with a constructive 
approach that emphasizes the 
importance attached to ensuring 
regional stability and security.

Our country, while pioneering the 
search for political solutions in all crises, 
especially in Syria, in the immediate 
vicinity, does not spare help from the 
people who are exposed to violence, 
hunger and poverty. We are not 
indifferent to the humanitarian crisis in 
Syria, and since the beginning of the 
crisis, opening our doors to our Syrian 
brothers is the clearest manifestation of 
our conscientious and human-focused 
approach.
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Our country is actively engaged in effective 
struggle with the testimonies stemming 
from its immediate surroundings and 
active efforts to pass on the potential for 
cooperation in the region while at the 
same time continuing its continent-scale 
initiative policies and playing an active role 
in international organizations and platforms. 
In this sense, in the EU accession process, 
Turkey continues to fulfill its responsibilities 
and expects the EU to take constructive 
steps in line with the spirit of the accession 
process.

Today, in the framework of our opening 
policies, the multidimensional network of 
cooperation we have established in Africa, 
Latin America and the Caribbean, and in 
the Asia-Pacific region, clearly reflects 
the willingness of our country to pursue 
external relations not only in its immediate 
surroundings, but in a co-operative manner 
throughout the world.

Likewise, our international initiatives and 
activities are the proofs of our will and 
ability to direct the process of change that 
takes place internationally.

Contribution to which we have struggled 
with asymmetrical threats, primarily 
terrorism; Turkey has made important 
contributions to increasing international 
awareness on preventive diplomacy and 
mediation issues.

The "Alliance of Civilizations", which 
emphasizes the importance of intercultural 
tolerance and dialogue from our 
"Mediation for Peace" initiative, reflects our 
philanthropic, principled, conscientious and 
human-focused approach, which lies at the 
core of our foreign policy as much as our 
humanitarian and developmental assistance 
to our enterprise and every corner of the 
world.

As a result, today, Turkey has proven to be 
an actor in the regional and international 
arena, which strengthens the prospects for 
security, stability and prosperity, with all its 
initiatives and activities in and around its 
immediate vicinity.
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We are striving to reach the true potential of 
our country and our neighbors by creating a 
circle of peace and prosperity around Turkey. 
Until today, we are living a high level of co-
operation mechanisms with 20 countries in 
the framework of our common interests.

In these countries, 480 documents were 
signed at 45 joint cabinet meetings held at 
the level of Heads of State / Government. 

From 2002 to 2015, our foreign trade volume 
increased by five times from USD 14.3 billion 
to USD 81.4 billion and our share in our total 
foreign trade increased from 16 percent to 23 
percent.

HIGH-LEVEL 
COOPERATION
MECHANISMS
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Within the context of Turkey's approach to establishing a 
zone of peace, stability and prosperity in its geographical 
location, various regional processes have come to life.

REGIONAL  
COOPERATION  
PROCESSES

Process of Neighboring Countries to Iraq (2003-2008),

Turkey-Afghanistan-Pakistan Triple Summit (Since 2007),

Turkish Language Speaking Countries Parliamentary Assembly (TURKPA) (2008) 
and Turkish-Speaking Countries Cooperation Council (Turkish Council) (2009), were 
established on the basis of strengthening multilateral cooperation in the Turkish world,

Turkey-Bosnia-Herzegovina-Serbia Tripartite Cooperation Mechanism (Since 2009),

Turkey-Bosnia-Herzegovina-Croatia Tripartite Cooperation Mechanism (Since 2010),

Turkey-Azerbaijan-Iran Tripartite Mechanism (Since 2011),

The Istanbul Process (since 2011), which was created with the participation of 14 
regional countries, outsourcing countries, national and international organizations to 
contribute to peace and stability in Afghanistan and throughout the region,

Turkey-Azerbaijan-Georgia Trilateral Mechanism (Since 2012"),

Turkey-Azerbaijan-Turkmenistan Tripartite Mechanism (Since 2014),

Turkey-Romania-Poland Trilateral Mechanism (Since 2016),

Signing memorandum of understanding (2016) between the two Secretariats as 
the result of an initiative initiated by our country during the Barcelona Convention 
Presidency, as the only party to both the Barcelona and Bucharest Conventions aimed 
at protecting the Mediterranean and the Black Sea against Pollution.
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WE ARE AT THE CENTER 
OF ENERGY AND 

TRANSPORTATION 
NETWORKS 

The energy sector of our country has witnessed great changes and development 
in recent years due to factors such as economic growth and population increase.

Our country has developed a multi-dimensional energy strategy in order to secure 
and strengthen energy supply security, benefiting from its geo-strategic position 
between regional countries with four quarters of the proven world oil and natural 
gas reserves and European consumer markets.

In this respect, the main elements of our multi-dimensional energy strategy are;

Diversification of resources and routes in the supply of imported hydrocarbon 
energy resources such as oil and natural gas,

Increasing the share of domestic and renewable energy,

Increasing energy efficiency,

The inclusion of nuclear energy into the energy supply,

Transformation of our country into an energy trading center, 

Contribution of energy security in our region.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony of the Trans 
Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project 
(TANAP), which is the backbone of the 
Southern Gas Corridor, was held on March 
17, 2015 in Kars, under the auspices of our 
President, President of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev and President of Georgia Giorgi 
Margravashvili. Within the framework of the 
TANAP Project, it is expected that the gas 
will reach Turkey by the first half of 2018 and 
reach Europe by 2020.

General   |    14     |   Foreign Affairs



At this point, BOTAS had a 30% share in the TANAP project. Turkish Petroleum (TP), 
on the other hand, has increased its share of the sea share area in the South Caucasus 
Pipeline to 19%. Thus, the TP achieved its second major share in the field (after BP) and 
BOTAS in TANAP (after SOCAR). 

On the other hand, the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Turkish Electricity Natural 
Gas Pipeline project was signed on 10 October 2016. Within the scope of the Turkish 
Current Project, which is currently designed as 2 lines, our country focuses on the first 
line of 15.75 billion cubic meters which will be directed towards its own internal market. 
The gas from this line will replace the gas our country is currently receiving from the 
West Line (Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria).

On the other hand, efforts are being made to enrich the national energy basket 
with nuclear energy with increasing energy demand, reduction of energy external 
dependency and  environmental positive effects. Our country is aiming to meet at least 
10% of the electricity energy in the short and middle waters with nuclear energy. In this 
frame, the first nuclear power plant is expected to be built in Mersin-Akkuyu and the 
second one in Sinop. Apart from these projects, attempts are underway to build a third 
nuclear power plant.

Finally, our work on increasing the share of renewable energy in our total energy 
production to 30% in 2023 and increasing our energy efficiency continues increasingly. 

In the framework of the goal of reviving the Silk Road, our country is experiencing the 
necessary projects under the Khazar Transition East-West Middle Corridor. Finally, the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway was opened with a ceremony held in Baku on 30 October 2017.
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VISA-FREE ENTRY 
TO 70 COUNTRIES 
THE FREEDOM 
TO TRAVEL
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Our continuing efforts ensure that our 
citizens, including our citizens living 
abroad, can travel more easily to foreign 

countries. As of 2002, we increased the number 
countries ordinary passport holders travelling 
from 42 to 69 countries. Our efforts to expand 
the freedom of travel for our citizens will continue 
with determination in the coming period.

The Visa Freedom Dialogue between our country 
and the European Union was formally launched 
in Ankara on 16 December 2013. In the coming 
period, negotiations with the EU are underway to 
ensure that our citizens have visafree short-term 
tourist and business trips to EU countries. In this 
framework, we are continuing to work on passing 
of the legislation and the necessary legislative 
regulations in a short period to ensure that visa 
exemption of our citizens is provided as soon as 
possible.

42
Countries 

70
Countries 

While our citizens who 
hold ordinary passport could 

travel to 42 countries 
without visa as in 2002, we 
increased this number to 69.
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WE TAKE STEPS FOR 

REGIONAL - 
GLOBAL 
STABILITY 
Within the framework of our approach to establishing a zone of peace 
and stability in the immediate region, our country has undertaken a large 
number of internationally highly visible mediators and has facilitated the 
peaceful settlement of conflicts.

Mediation / facilitation activities conducted in different ethnic and denominational 
groups to contribute to the democratic process in Iraq (2005 and 2010).

The role of facilitation in indirect negotiations between Israel and Syria (2008). 
 
Our role in overcoming the bottlenecks after the presidential elections in Lebanon 
(2008).

Support for the two negotiation processes under the South Philippine Peace Process 
as a member of the Organization for Islamic Cooperation of the Southern Philippines 
Peace Committee (since 2007) and the International Contact Group (since 2009).

The initiative that we started with Brazil to address concerns about Iran's nuclear 
program and the signing of the Tehran Declaration (2010).
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Our country, which attaches great importance to resolving disputes in peaceful ways and 
mediation, has launched the "Mediation for Peace" initiative in 2010 in the UN, together with 
Finland, to support the UN's role in this issue. Our country is also co-chairing the "Mediation 
Friendship Group" established in the scope of this initiative together with Finland.

The facilitating role we play in eliminating inter-communal conflicts after 
ethnic conflicts in Kyrgyzstan (2010).

Islamic Cooperation Organization Rohinga Contact Group (since 2012) A 
proposal for an interfaith dialogue meeting that will enhance confidence 
and communication among societies with the participation of Muslim and 
Buddhist intellectuals and opinion leaders..

We contribute to the current internal reconciliation process resulting in the 
establishment of the Palestinian National Union Government (2013-2014).

Talks initiated between Somalia and Somaliland in April 2013 in the 
hosting and facilitation of our country to support the political stability of 
Somalia. (Our current role has been turned into mediation by the parties' 
request and approval in the second half of 2015).
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GLOBAL ACTOR 
TURKEY IN 
INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA 
Turkey aims to play an active role in all 
international organizations in order to 
become one of the global actors who 
have a say in determining the global 
order that is being reshaped.
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Turkey has adopted a more proactive approach in the United Nations, where it 
is a founding member, and strives to play a constructive and conciliatory role in 
providing active contributions to all the work on the UN agenda. In this framework, 
the UN Security Council, which maintains its position as the most important 
multilateral forum in the provision and protection of international peace and 
security, has provided temporary access to my country in the international arena and 
the UN in 2009-2010.

In parallel with the increasing economic power and income of our country, the 
compulsory contribution to the UN budget in the period of 2013-2015 has increased 
from 0.6% to 1.3%, thus Turkey has risen to the 16th place from the 25th place in the 
list of the countries that make the greatest contribution to the UN budget.

Our country was invited to join the Geneva Group and became a member in May 
2014.

Turkey has been cooperating with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
through the Partnership Framework Agreement, which it signed in 2011, to the level 
of "Strategic Partnership".

To live in peace with our differences on the basis of cultural respect, to fight 
xenophobia and Islam phobia the Alliance of Civilizations (MI), initiated by the co-
sponsors of Turkey and Spain in 2005, has also been adopted by the United Nations 
Secretary General and has already become an effective UN initiative with 145 
countries and international organizations in the friends Group.

United Nations

%0,6

%1,3
% 1,3

% 0,6

2013

2015
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The "Global Anti-Terrorism Forum", which we co-founded with the United 
States in 2011 and co-presided with the USA for more than five years and then 
the Netherlands, represents an important example for our country's multilateral 
efforts. Turkey is currently co-chair with EU for the African Horn Working 
Group within the Forum.

As a result of all of these efforts, the transformation of Istanbul into a 
hub centered around the "hub" of geographical proximity, transportation, 
economic, financial and cultural center to regions such as Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus, Central Asia, Middle East and North Africa It has become one of the 
main elements of our policy towards the UN. Until today, UN Population Fund 
UNFPA's Eastern Europe and Central Asia Regional Office's UNDP's Private 
Sector Center for International Development has been strengthened; UNDP 
Europe and the CIS Regional Office and the UN Office for Gender Equality 
and Women's Empowerment (UN WOMEN) Regional Office for Europe and 
Central Asia were settled in Istanbul. In order to carry out the coordination 
unit of the northern Mediterranean region in the UN Convention against 
Combating Desertification (UNCCD) in Istanbul, the UNCCD Agreement was 
signed with the Secretariat. This unit continues to work for the passing of the 
activity. Contacts are also underway for several regional units to be settled in 
Istanbul, along with some of the other UN specialist agencies, including the UN 
Children's Fund (UNICEF).
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With the decision taken on 12 May 2015 by the Council of Europe's Delegates 
Committee on the objective of strengthening the effectiveness and visibility of 
international organizations in harmony with the developing position and increasing 
role of our country in the international arena, Turkey has become one of the largest 
contributors to the budget of the Council of Europe (EC), which is the founding 
member of Turkey (grand-payeur). Thus, our annual contribution has increased to 
EUR 33 million and the number of grand-payer countries in the EC has reached 6. 
(Germany, UK, Italy, France, RF, Turkey)

In another concurrently initiated initiative, the number of members representing 
our country in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (YBYK) increased from 12 to 18 members. 
Turkish Language has been included among the languages in these two platforms.

Turkey assumed the G-20 Term Presidency as of 1 December 2014. The Presidency 
has provided an opportunity for our country to contribute to the issues on the global 
agenda and to increase visibility.

Amongst G-20 Meetings held throughout the year under our Presidency the Antalya 
Leaders’ Summit became one of the largest organizations undertaken by our country.

EUROPEAN COUNCIL

G-20
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Turkey attaches special importance to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), the only common political forum that brings together Islamic countries, both 
in the context of regional and international developments. Our country is hosting 
many OIC institutions and has become one of the most active members of the 
Organization in recent years.

Having successfully hosted the 13th Islamic Summit on April 14-15, 2016, our 
country has undertaken the Presidency of the Summit of the IIT (OIC)

The Standing Committee on Economic and Commercial Cooperation of the 
Organization for Islamic Cooperation (ISEDAK) was established in the Third Islamic 
Summit Conference in Mecca in 1981 and the President of the Republic and the 
coordination of the Ministry of Development.

NATO is an important international organization in which the Turkey has full 
authority. Our country continues to make a comprehensive and active contribution 
to the Alliance's activities both in the context of NATO's importance to Turkey and 
the importance expressed by Turkey to NATO.

Our country, with its unique position in NATO, as an ally with a majority population 
of Muslims, is an indispensable asset in terms of the geographies in which the 
Alliance operates. Comprehensive contributions to NATO's activities in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo and Afghanistan have shown that we have a willingness to 
mobilize our capacity.

Allied countries' air and missile defense batteries have been deployed in our 
country since 2013, in order to reinforce our air defense capabilities against the 
threat of ballistic missiles originating from Syria. Furthermore, in response to 
threats originating from the southern border of the Alliance, on the basis of our 
country, safeguards adapted to the country were approved by the Permanent 
Council on 18 December 2015. We continue our efforts to fully implement these 
measures.

Islamic Cooperation Organization

NATO

General   |    24     |   Foreign Affairs



Islamic Cooperation Organization

Since 2003, our country has 
been selected as a member of 
the Council in all IMO Council 
elections held every two years. 
The fact that our country 
was elected with the highest 
number of votes ever achieved 
in the last elections in 2015 
for the Council, the executive 
organ of the IMO, further 
strengthened our strong 
position in this organization.

Our country was re-elected on 4 October 2016 with a very high 
vote in the elections held on October 4, 2016 after 66 years of 
191-member International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
membership, among its founders.

International Maritime Organization (IMO)

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
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SOME REGIONAL  

ORGANIZATIONS 
RELATED TO 
CORPORATE  
LEVEL

Arab League and Turkish-Arab Cooperation Forum (2007)

Strategic Partnership with the African Union (2008)

High Level Strategic Dialogue with the Gulf Cooperation Council (2008)

Being a party to the Friendship and Cooperation Treaty, the founding text of the  
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (2010)

Being a party to the Friendship and Cooperation Treaty, the founding text  
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (2010)

The Mechanism of Consultation and Cooperation with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) (2011)

Dialogue Mechanism with the Latin American and Caribbean Communities (CELAC) (2013)

Dialogue Partnership with Shanghai Cooperation Organization (2013)

Visegrad Group + Turkey Cooperation Mechanism (2013)

Observer Member of the Pacific Alliance (2013)

Participation in the Asian Cooperation Dialogue (2013)

Post-Forum Dialogue Partner (2014) at the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)

Common Observer Status in the Portuguese-speaking Countries Group (2014)

Out-of-Area Observer Membership in the Central American Integration System (SICA) (2015)

The Eastern Caribbean Organization (OECS) Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Enhancement of Institutional Cooperation (2016)

EC LAK Economic Commission Member (2017)

ASEAN Sectorial Dialogue Partnership (2017)
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INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL 

PRESIDENCY IN 
INTERNATIONAL
AND REGIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS 
(SINCE 2009)

Southeast European Cooperation Process (2009-2010)

Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (2010-2011)

Economic Cooperation Organization (2011-2012)

OECD Ministerial Council (2012)

Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) (2012 and 2017)

Conference on Cooperation and Confidence forming Measures in Asia (2010-2012, 2012-2014)

Turkish Council (2014-2015)

Global Migration and Development Forum (2014-2015)

The Presidency of the Marine Environment of the Mediterranean and the Presidency of 
the Convention for the Protection of Coastal Areas (2014-2015)

G-20 (2015)

Southeast European Defense Ministers Process Coordination Committee and Political 
Military Steering Committee Secretariat Period Presidency (2015 2017)

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 12th Conference of the Parties 
Period Presidency (2015-2017)

Organization for Islamic Cooperation (2016-2019)

Asian Parliamentary Assembly Presidency (2017-2019)

Universal Postal Union Administrative Council Presidency (2017-2020)

Confidence and Security Enhancing Measures in the Black Sea (2017)

MIKTA (2017)

Eight Developing Countries (D-8) Our Presidency (2017-2019)
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TOP-LEVEL TURKISH 
AUTHORITIES IN 

INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS 
AND ORGANISATIONS
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Vice-Chairmanship of the European Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(EUROCHAMBERS) (2010- ...)

General Directorate of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (2010-...)

Vice President of the UN Development Program, Regional Directorate of Europe and 
Independent States (2012- ...)

European Security and Cooperation Organization Economic and Environmental  
Activities Coordinator (2013-2017)

AGIT (Organization for security and co-operation in Europe) Ukraine Private  
observation mission administration (2014-…)

World Investment Promotion Agencies Association (WAIPA) Presidency (2014- ...)

Southeastern Europe Security Cooperation center (RACVIAC) directorship (2015-…)

United Nations Department of Political Affairs European Directorate (2015- ...)

International Energy Agency Executive Director (2015- ...)

General Secretariat of Economic Business Agency (2015- ...)

Co-chair of the United Cities and Local Governments Association (2016- ...)

Special Representative of AGIT ( Organization for security and co-operation in Europe) 
Chairperson for Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims  
(2004-2008), (2014-2016), (2016- ...)

NATO Deputy Secretary General for Public Diplomacy (2016 - ...)

Assistant Secretary General for Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation Organization  
(APSCO) (2016- ...)

World Health Organization Executive Committee Member (2016- ...)
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MAJOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 
HOSTED BY 
OUR COUNTRY IN 2015 
AND 2016
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NATO Foreign Ministers' Meeting (2015)

Vishegrad Group (V4) + Turkish Foreign Ministers Meeting (2015)

Global Migration and Development Forum Summit Meeting (2015)

G-20 Summit (2015)

UNCCD COP 12 (United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 12th 
Conference of the Parties - 2015)

6th  World Energy Regulatory Forum (2015)

6th  Somalia High Level Partnership Forum (2016)

Islamic Cooperation Organization -13th  Islamic Summit Conference (2016)

World Humanitarian Summit (2016)

High-Level Comprehensive Interim Review Meeting of the Istanbul Action Program 
for the Least Developed Countries (2016)

UNESCO World Heritage Committee 40th Meeting (2016)

EXPO 2016 Antalya International Botanical Exhibition (2016)

23rd  World Energy Congress (2016)

International Maritime Organization (IMO) World Maritime Day Event (2016)

Turkey - Africa Economic Ministers Meeting and Business Forum
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PROGRAMS 
HOSTED 
THROUGHOUT 
2017

Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation (2017)

22nd World Petroleum Congress (2017)

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
General Assembly and the Red Crescent Movement Delegates Council (2017)

MAIN 
INTERNATIONAL
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Turkey-Gulf Cooperation Council High Level Strategic Dialogue Foreign 
Ministers' Sixth Meeting (2017)

Turkey-Central American Integration System (SICA) II Foreign 
Ministerial Forum (2017)

Islamic Business Association Extraordinary Summit Meeting (2017)

8 Developing Countries (D-8) Summit

Turkey - Africa Agriculture Ministers Conference

IV. Istanbul Mediation Conference

11th MIKTA Foreign Ministers Meeting

V. UNDP National Capacity Assessment Conference (Istanbul)

Global South-South Development Fair (Antalya)

(2017) to co-ordinate our economic and commercial relations with 
the LAK region in the Republic of Turkey and Latin America and the 
Caribbean Community (CELAC) and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and Caribbean (ECLAC)

World Helal Summit (Istanbul)

33rd COMCEC Ministerial Meeting

2017

2017

2017

2017

2017

20172017
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INITIATIVE 
AND PARTNERSHIP 
POLICIES 

Africa

The fact that our country has a global competitive 
edge also depends on its presence in the immediate 
geographies. In this framework, the opening policies for 
the regions of Africa, Asia-Pacific and Latin America and 
the Caribbean have been established and our network of 
comprehensive relations continues to be developed.

Today, we have 39 Embassies in Africa, where we had only 12 
Embassies in 2002. African countries have not been indifferent to 
the interest of our country, and the number of African Embassies in 
Ankara has increased from 10 to 33.

Turkey became an observer member of the African Union in 2005 
and in 2008 it was declared a strategic partner by the union. Our 
country is also the 26th member of the African Development Bank 
outside of the region in 2013. Our trade with Africa, which was 
recorded as 2.9 billion Dollars in 2002, rose to 17.5 billion Dollars in 
2015.

Parallel to our business, our total value of our Sub-Saharan Africa 
(SAA) investments has exceeded $ 3.6 billion.

Mr. President has visited 12 African countries (Somalia, Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Mozambique and Madagascar).
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INITIATIVE 
AND PARTNERSHIP 
POLICIES 

Latin America

Asia-Pacific

The number of our Embassies in the region has reached
13. Our Consul General of Sao Paolo has been active
since 2009. Latin America and Caribbean countries
have a total of 12 embassies in Turkey.

Turkey has established institutional relations with a 
plurality of regional organizations. And became an 
observer to the American Alliance (OAS) in 1998, 
the Caribbean Union (ACS) in 2000, and the Pacific 
Alliance at the invitation of Colombia in 2013.

In the Latin America region, our trading volume, which 
was $ 960 million in 2002, increased by about 7.5 times 
to $ 7.2 billion in 2015. In 2015, the Central American 
Integration System (SICA) was a member of the 
Observers of Latin America.

The main objective of our
strategy for the Asia-Pacific
region is to ensure that Turkey is
Asia-Pacific is a country with
strong political and economic
relations.
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Southeast Asia
In Southeast Asia, our relations with Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore have 
been upgraded to "strategic partnership". New embassies have been opened 
in Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Brunei and Cambodia.
Preparations for the opening of representation in Fiji from the Democratic 
People's Republic of Laos and the island states of the Pacific are ongoing.

Our relations with Asia-Pacific are also developing through regional 
organizations. In 2010, we are aiming to establish a sectorial dialogue 
partnership with ASEAN in the coming period after being a party to 
the Friendship and Cooperation Treaty in Southeast Asia. Turkey is also 
continuing its Dialogue Partnership with the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and the Post Forum Dialogue Partnership with the Pacific 
Islands Forum (PIF).

Our total trade volume with the countries of the region has reached 15 
billion USD in 2002 and reached 50 billion USD as of 2014. TIKA assistance 
to ASEAN countries since 2008 amounted to US $ 14 million. The total 
humanitarian and technical assistance to the TIKA Pacific Islands exceeded 5 
million US Dollars..
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Our bilateral relations with the East Asian countries (People's Republic 
of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea), which constitute another 
fundamental axis of our Asia-Pacific opening policy, are at the "Strategic 
Partnership" level with Japan and Korea. It is at the level of "Strategic 
Cooperation" with China. Chinese, Japanese and Korean leaders were 
welcomed in our country with G-20 Antalya Summit. Our trade volume with 
the East Asian region, which was $ 4.2 billion in 2002, increased 9 times to 
$ 38.4 billion in 2015. Our trade with the region has reached 11% of our total 
foreign trade.

China is the largest trading partner in the Asia-Pacific region and the second 
largest trading partner in the world after Germany. In the Asia-Pacific region, 
our second largest trading partner after China. Negotiations on the extension 
of the existing Free Trade Agreement to services and investments have been 
finalized in 2015 in order to further improve our economic relations with 
the Republic of Korea. Negotiations are underway to sign the Economic 
Partnership Agreement so that bilateral trade volume with Japan can be raised 
to the current potential.

East Asia
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CORPORATE 
INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE  

MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS
Parallel to our new policy of opening up our geography and 
our active foreign policies we have followed, the number of our 
country’s foreign representatives has increased significantly. 
Turkey has reached 236 foreign representatives with 135 
Embassies, 86 Consulates, 13 Permanent Representatives, 1 
Chamber of Commerce and 1 Consular Agents and has risen to 
6th place in the ranking of the countries with the highest foreign 
representation. Since 2002, a total of 73 new offices have opened.

 The following representatives were opened in 2013; Panama 
(Panama), Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), Asmara (Eritre), 
Bandar Seri Begavan (Brunei Darussalam) and Punom Pen 
(Cambodia) Embassies, Consulates in Kazakhstan, Amsterdam, 
Hyderabad, Miami, Edinburgh and Hargeysa; In 2014; San Hose 
(Costa Rica), Brazavil (Republic of Congo), Gaboron (Botswana), 
Kigali (Rwanda), Kotonu (Benin) Embassies and (July 24, 2015) 
Consulate General of Mashhad (Iran); In 2015, the Embassy of 
Guatemala (Republic of Guatemala) 
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E-VISA

Permanent Representation of the Organization of Islamic Business 
Association (Saudi Arabia-Jeddah), and Consulate General of Shibirgan 
(Afghanistan), Prizren (Kosovo) and Vancouver (Canada). In 2016; 
Consulate General of Lahore (Pakistan) And Sulaymaniyah (Iraq) 
Consular Agency. 

In the coming period, the Embassy is planned to be opened in Ecuador 
Guinea, Sierra Leone, Trinidad-Tobago, the Democratic People's Republic 
of Laos and the Republic of Fiji Islands. Afghanistan's Herat and 
Kandahar cities are still preparing for the opening of a consulate general. 
As a reflection of the prominent profile of our country in foreign policy, 
interest of the international community to our country is also increasing. 
As a matter of fact, the total number of diplomatic, consular missions 
and international organizations in our country which was 166 in 2002 
reached 269.

Within the framework of the "E-visa" 
application, which is in service in 2013, 
citizens of more than 100 countries 
can obtain visa applications within 3 
minutes via the internet and receive 
their visa electronically.

Thanks to the e-visa, more than 17 
million visas have been issued so far, 
and the Treasury has received about 
350 million dollars income.

Improvements are being made at every step of the consular services to better 
serve the citizens abroad. Consular Call Center has been responding to nearly 6 
million calls since its inception in 2010, providing service to our citizens 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.

CONSULAR SERVICES
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E-ARCHIVE  
PROJECT
Archive Automation Project has been started as of December 1, 2014 in order to 
present the use of the Central Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in electronic 
environment and the studies for completing the project are underway.

Our Republican history is the most comprehensive archival work, as well as a 
worldwide "know-how" and project, which can be described as R&D activity, aiming 
to transfer 65 million page documents in electronic archive to electronic media.

Meanwhile, the archives of the TRNC (Turkish republic of northern Cyprus) Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ankara Embassy, which consists of approximately 1.5 million 
pages of documents, were transferred to electronic media within the scope of the 
Project and the TRNC Diplomatic Archive was renewed and opened to service by our 
minister and TRNC Foreign Minister Tahsin Ertugruloglu on 31 August 2016.
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Our international humanitarian aid, which started as with food parcels to some 
countries since the mid-1980s, has gained momentum in recent years and 
spread to many parts of the world in the  framework of our strong tradition 
nourished from history and culture. Our humanitarian aid is focused on 
development with a holistic approach that focuses on people.

Official Development Assistance provided by our country was realized as 
6,182 billion dollars in 2016. The ratio of our development assistance to 
gross national product reached 0.79%, exceeding the 0.7% set by the United 
Nations. This gives our country the sixth place in the world that provides the 
most formal development assistance.

The countries where we have made humanitarian aid in the period 2015-2016 
are; Syria, Balkan countries, Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq, Gaza, Ukraine, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Myanmar, Tajikistan, Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, Ecuador and Sri Lanka.

The open door policy that we have been watching since the beginning of the 
Syrian crisis and the services we provide to the Syrians in our country have 
also gained international recognition. Our country is currently hosting more 
than 2.7 million Syrians. The number of Syrians who are hosted in 21 temporary 
settlement centers established in 10 provinces is around 230 thousand.

DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE 
AND 
HUMANITARIAN AID 
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TİKA
MULTI-DIMENSIONAL 
FOREIGN POLICY
INTERNATIONAL 

PROJECTS
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5 CONTINENTS AND

58 COUNTRIES 

160 COUNTRIES 

WITH THE COORDINATORSHIPS IN

WE ARE HAPPY OF 
SIGNING  THOUSANDS 
OF PROJECTS WITH 25 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN THE FIELD OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION

WE CARRY OUT 2.000 PROJECTS AND 

ANNUALLY 

ACTIVITIES IN 

WE SHARE TURKEY'S 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERIENCE WITH 
THE WORLD WITH 
HUMAN - ORIENTED 
CIVILIZATION.
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MISSION 
OF TIKA

VISION OF 
TIKA

"To carry out sustainable 
projects and activities that 
will promote the economic 
and social development 
processes, the preservation 
of our common historical 
heritage and the cultural 
unity of the work, in a 
country-wide framework 
of international business 
cooperation and development 
assistance, in a geographical 
country, in coordination with 
relevant institutions, with a 
human-focused approach."

"To be a pioneering 
organization capable of 
presenting fast and effective 
solutions without distinction 
to the problems in our region 
and global level, with justice 
and conscience that are fed 
from our deep roots using 
all kinds of instruments 
effectively in all areas of 
the development business 
community."
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MAJOR 
DUTIES OF  
TIKA

To carry out the projects and programs that will support the economic, social and human 
development processes of the target countries in cooperation with the local institutions, 
to establish the necessary physical, legal and human infrastructures for this.

Coordination of humanitarian aid and technical assistance to foreign countries and 
communities when necessary.

To carry out cultural business association programs abroad and to make business 
associations with the centers which are related with Turkish culture when necessary.

Providing follow-up by implementation and technical coordination regarding development 
aid and foreign aid of our country, preparing inventory and publishing reports.

To apply social and cultural projects and studies aimed at protecting common 
historical, cultural and social heritage and values abroad, eliminating prejudices 
between communities and strengthening dialogue between civilizations.

To take part in coordination with the work related to the international business association 
and to carry out joint projects with international organizations when necessary. 

Provide technical assistance and support to the countries where we have historical, 
geographical, social and cultural 
ties, irrespective of the level of 
development of the country concerned. 
And to assess requests from all 
countries open to joint projects.
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STRENGTHENING 

TURKEY, 
GROWING
TIKA
We have 12 offices in 2002, and by 2016 we have increased the number of offices 
60.

Between 1992 and 2002, activities were spread across 28 countries
the number of countries that have entered the scope of activity today is around 170.

Implementing around 200 
projects and activities per 
year between 1992-2002, 
TİKA implements around 
2,000 projects and 
activities per year.

60 OFFICE2017

44 OFFICE

12 OFFICE

2002

1992

12 OFFICE
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2.241

18.494

TIKA 
PROJECTS 
INCREASED
7 TIMES IN  
14 YEARS
The number of projects show how 
active TIKA is. 

Between 1992 and 2002, 2,241 
projects were carried out, and 
between 2002 and 2015, 18,494 
projects were realized and a 725% 
increase was achieved.

Since 1992, when TIKA was 
established, it has realized nearly 
20.000 projects and activities in 24 
years.

NUMBER OF TIKA PROJECTS 
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THE FIRST  ELEVEN YEAR  AVERAGE 204 PROJECTS WERE PERFORMED.
1321 PROJECTS WERE CARRIED OUT IN THE SECOND THIRTEEN YEARS PERIOD.

1992

NUMBERS OF TIKA PROJECTS 

2002 2016

TIKA PROJECTS BY YEARS 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

360 321

511 594

891

1,402 1,447
1,347 1,344 1,351

2,012
1,879

1,726
1,816 1,853

Series 1
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

6.488

85 76

339

601 602
712 707

780

976

1.273

2.533

3.308
3.591

3.919

WE HAVE 
INCREASED 
THE BUDGET 
OF TIKA 20X

Official Development Aids ($ Million)
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RECORD 
NUMBERS IN 
DEVELOPMENT 
AIDS
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It is reported that 6.4 billion dollars of official development assistance was 
made By Turkey in 2016

For the first time in Turkey history, the official rate of official development 
assistance exceeded the target of 0.7% of the UN in terms of the national income 
rate, reaching 0.76%.

In 2016, the world's first prize was obtained in the ratio of the national income 
of 6 billion USD of humanitarian aid.
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WE HAVE BEEN THE 
MOST GENEROUS 
COUNTRY IN  
HUMANITARIAN AID
According to the 2017 Global Humanitarian Aid Report, Turkey is the second 
country in the world with US $ 6 billion in 2016 with the highest humanitarian aid 
after the USA.

Turkey is the most generous country in the world with the highest humanitarian 
aid in terms of national income in 2016.

Humanitarian Aids (First 5 Largest Countries - 2015) *

* Source: Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2017

$ 6.3 Billion

$ 6 Billion

$ 2.7 Billion

$ 2.6 Billion

$ 2.3 Billion

USA 

TURKEY

BRITAIN

GERMANY

EU

Humanitarian Aids / GNP (Comparison - 2015) *

%0.14

%0.69

%0.14

%0.18

DENMARK

TURKEY

SWEDISH

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

%0.15LUXEMBOURG
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WE KEEP OUR 
PROMISES 
TO LEAST 
DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES 

Our President Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan pledged $ 200 million annually 
for the least developed countries at the UN EAGU Summit in 2011.

It has been reported that in 2008-2016 period, all the institutions and 
organizations of our country have spent 2 billion dollars on the loans 
made to Least Developed Countries 
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286 Million Dollars 

20
14 210 Million Dollars 

20
15 456 Million Dollars 

20
16 153 Million Dollars 

337 Million Dollars 

280 Million Dollars 

157 Million Dollars 

108 Million Dollars 

172 Million Dollars 

2 BILLION 159 MILLION $ BE
TW

EEN 2008 - 2016 

AIDS FOR LEAST DEVELOPED C
OUN

TR
IE

S 
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We speak the language of peace, brotherhood and compromise.

We act with sincerity principle.

We work with a transparent management approach without creating any hidden agendas.

We are based on the needs and priorities of the countries.

We respect our partners and their values.

We adopt a communication model based on mutual interaction and learning.

We are not in the expectation of being visible.

We implement projects that are rational, sustainable and benefit directly to the public.

We are motivated by principles of human orientation, participation, equal partnership 
and efficiency

A NEW 
APPROACH:  
TURKISH 
TYPE 
DEVELOPMENT 
MODEL
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WE DEVISE 
PROJECTS WHICH 
IS COMPLETELY 
INTERESTED 
WITH HUMAN 
LIFE

As TİKA, we apply a wide range of projects from education to 
health, from agriculture to economic development, from cultural 
heritage projects to vocational training programs.

We are setting the foundation for a new humanitarian diplomacy 
by reflecting the accumulation and experience of all public 
institutions, universities, local governments and non-governmental 
organizations of Turkey.
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WE BUILT SCHOOLS AND 
PROVIDE EDUCATION AND 
HARDWARE SUPPORT

Between 2012-2016, the number of health personnel receiving specialist 
training reached 2818.

In 2016, the number of hospitals equipped with modern medical devices is 197.

In 2016, 1.3 million people were examined and treated in different geographies, 
471 doctors and health personnel were trained in vocational training.

In Sudan, Somalia, Niger, Palestine and Kyrgyzstan we have built and continue to 
build the most modern and high-quality hospitals.

We have made the renovation of the Batum Infectious Diseases Hospital in 
Georgia.

We established the State Hospital Children's Clinic Intensive Care Service in 
Skopje, Macedonia

The number of schools built and repaired between the years 2012-2016 is 410.

Between 2012-2016 the number of schools with modern equipment is 529.

In Niger we built a school for girls and boys with a capacity of 1260 people.

In Colombia we built a school in the mountainous Orejon area, the pilot district of 
the peace process. The opening was made by the President of your country.

We have done the renovations of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk College in Santiago, 
Chile

WE SPREAD REMEDY

TO THE 
WORLD 
WITH OUR 
HOSPITALS
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WE CARRY 
LIFE LINE FOR 
HUNDREDS OF 
PEOPLE

About 750 million people in the world cannot reach clean drinking water.

We opened a total of 687 water wells in 2012-2016 to provide water access for people in 
different geographies of the world.

In partnership with DSİ (state hydraulic works) and non-governmental organizations, 
9 million people in Africa were given access to healthy and clean drinking water.
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WE PROTECT OUR COMMON 
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

We strengthen our relationships with geography, where we have deep religious, cultural 
and historical ties with each other that we have raised.

We brought to light doomed mosques, madrasah, bridge, Turkish bath, Martyrdom and 
several works. 

We are reviving the abridged symbols of our civilization.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sokullu Mehmet Pasha (Drina) Bridge, one of the most important 
monuments of Mimar Sinan, and the historical Karagöz Bey Madrasa in Mostar,

The Emin Pasha Mosque, which has the characteristics of being one of the most 
beautiful mosques in Kosovo,

The construction of Ali Riza Efendi Memorial House in Macedonia and the restoration of 
Skopje Sultan Murat Mosque, Alaca Mosque and Hussein Shah Mosques

The restoration of the Gül Baba Tomb, a Bektashi dervish who won the love of the 
people of Budapest in a short time,

We completed szigetvar Turk - Hungarian Friendship Park in Hungary and completed the 
maintenance and repair of the symbolic turban of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent in the 
parking area.

The Ram Castle Restoration Project, rebuilt by Sultan Bayezid II on the right bank of the 
Danube River in Serbia in 1483,

The restoration of the Keçiova mosque, the symbol of Algeria's independence,

The restoration of the tombs and tombs of 15 companions and Necasi who embraced 
the Muslims carried out the first emigration in Ethiopia, 

The restoration of the Bang Uthit Mosque, located in Bangkok's capital city of Bangkok, 
and has the Ottoman  state arma on entrance gate sent by Sultan Abdulhamid Khan II

Hejaz Railway Amman Station, one of the most important projects of the Abdülhamid 
khan II period
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WE RESTORE 
WORKS OF OUR 
ANCESTORS IN 
BALKANS

In Kosovo we have restored Mehmet Akif Ersoy mosque in His Father's homeland

We have restored Macedonia Ali Riza Efendi memory home.

Bosnia Herzegovina Sokullu Mehmet Pasha (Drina) Bridge was restored.
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WE HAVE A FAST 
AND EFFECTIVE 
RESPONSE TO 
HUMAN CRISIS

We were the first organization to help the Arakan people who were persecuted.

We have been  hope for the victims of the Gaza war.

We helped the victims of the flood disaster in the Balkans shortly.

We have not forgotten the asylum in Iraq, Somalia, Lebanon.

We intervene immediately in emergencies with our Coordinators 
located in 58 countries abroad
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WE DEVELOP 
HUMAN 
RESOURCES 

WE PROVIDE DISADVANTAGEOUS 
GROUPS TO HOLD ON THE LIFE WITH 
VOCATIONAL COURSES

In 2016, approximately 50,000 students and 3,500 teachers / specialists were 
trained.

The number of health personnel trained on the basis of years of TIKA capacity 
development programs is 255 in 2012, 547 in 2013, 860 in 2014, 685 in 2015 and 
471 in 2016. Thousands of specialist educators from various public institutions and 
universities in Turkey have been assigned as part of the on-site training programs.

Every year, thousands of teachers, doctors, judges-prosecutors, police, technical 
personnel and other public officials are trained abroad in Turkey.

Nearly 350 teachers and school administrators from different branches such 
as tourism and cooking, information processing and programming, agriculture, 
management in vocational education and primary school education participated in 
the Training Program of Trainers in Vocational and Technical Education in Republic 
of Kazakhstan between 2012 and 2016

We reach to different society groups such as unemployed, 
disabled, elders, orphans and connect them life. 

We established a Textile Training Center in Pakistan.

In Mongolia we have implemented a vocational project 
for prisoners.

From Afghanistan to Somalia, from Bosnia to Namibia, 
we are with orphans.

Were supported by textile materials to Hearing-impaired 
women trained in KAYEC, the vocational training center 
in Windhoek, Namibia, 
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WE DEVELOP 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
INFRASTRUCTURES 

In Somalia, we built Turkey's largest military training facility abroad.

We provided extensive material support to the Albanian Police.

We have carried out the amendment of the National Assembly General Assembly Hall 
in the Mali
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WE SUPPORT 
AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Modern agricultural and livestock techniques were implemented by qualified labor 
force with the aim of specialist trainings and implementation projects in order for 
the countries to continue to be self-sufficient in agricultural production.

In 2016, technical training was given to 430 people in agriculture, animal husbandry 
and forestry sector.

We established the Anatolian Faculty of Agriculture in Somalia.

In Kosovo, we have provided support for 27 farmers in Mitrovica.

We established an olive oil production plant in Palestine and Montenegro
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WE DEVELOP 
HISTORICAL TIES 
AND CREATE 
CULTURAL 
RELATIONSHIPS
We contribute to the 
promotion of Turkish 
culture and history and the 
strengthening of the historical 
ties between the countries, 
with panels, conferences, 
symposiums, scientific 
workshops and other cultural 
events and demonstrations 
organized in many countries, 
especially in our heartland.

Gönül Coğrafyası Kültür Buluşmaları
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WE PROVIDE 
WOMEN WITH A 
STRONG POSITION 
IN SOCIETY
In just 1 year, more than 6 million children lost their lives.60 million people, mainly women 
and children, were homeless due to war violence and natural disaster. Women and children 
are most affected by the negativities experienced in the world.

In 2016, 2,842 people were supported within the scope of activities related to women, 
children and elderly people

We built the Niger Mother and Child Health and Rehabilitation Center.

We supported the Ministry of Women and Children in Ethiopia.

We established the National Mother and Child Health Center in Kyrgyzstan.

Within the scope of the Women Entrepreneurs Support Project in Chile, we 
implemented equipment support for approximately 5,000 people.

We have implemented the restoration and supply equipment for the Women's Lobby 
Vocational Center in Podgorica, the capital of Montenegro.

In Afghanistan we had a six month program for women, including Turkish, literacy, 
sewing, embroidery and hairdressing.

We gave textile equipment 
support to immigrant women 
in Colombia.

We have recently renewed the 
Women's Vocational Training 
and Education Center in Ivory 
Coast.
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WE STAND IN 
SOLIDARITY 
WITH VICTIMS 
OF TERROR
International terrorism, one of the major problems of the world today, 
targets the peace and stability of many countries across the world. 

Current terror and violent acts cause thousands of people to lose their 
lives, causing large-scale humanitarian crises. TIKA conducts projects 
in several countries, from Sri Lanka to Somalia, Niger to Iraq, in order to 
remove the problems that terrorism has caused globally.

We have  has established a Turkish Friendship Village in Sri 
Lanka for those displaced due to terrorism

We provided aid for Somalia Refugees in  Kenya Dadaap camp.

We helped Terrorist Victim families in North Iraq
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WE 
COLLABORATE 
WITH NGO's 
AND PUBLIC
ORGANIZATIONS
One of the most important functions of TIKA is coordination and cooperation with other 
institutions. Especially in regional studies business associations, non-governmental 
organizations and international organizations are collaborated. Also coordination of 
training and technical business association programs, international police and gendarmerie 
trainings and media and communication projects are implemented.

Within the scope of training projects, International Vocational Training and Employment 
Support, Emergency Medicine Capacity Development, Support for Mother and Child 
Health, Media Technicians and Correspondent Training Programs are being expanded.

In 2016, 130 projects / activities have been realized TIKA-NGO business cooperation.

The number of countries operating in the NGO business union in 2016 is 70.

The most active region in the NGO business association in recent years is Africa, the 
most intensive business unit is being built in the healthcare sector.

Thousands of people are undergoing health screening and treatment in the sub-Saharan 
African countries within the framework of the NGO health business association projects
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CONCLUSION
TIKA which left behind quarter century 
shares the economic, social, scientific and 
cultural accumulation of Turkey for the 
development of the human, institutional 
and economic capacities of the countries 
in which the business associations are 
built, on the other hand seeds of long-
term bilateral political and economic 
relations in a vast geography.
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ECONOMY
PUBLIC INVESTMENTS

FOREIGN TRADE

TAX REVENUES
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22nd IN
• Turkey; According to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) data, when the 
European Union is considered as a single 
block, it is the 22nd largest exporting 
country in the world in 2015.  

• Our share of exports of global 
commodities has risen from 5% to 
9%. Our exports, which amounted to 
36 billion dollars in 2002, increased 4 
times and reached 143 billion dollars in 
2016. In the first 10 months of 2017, our 
exports increased by 10.3% compared 
to the same period of previous year and 
reached 129 billion dollars. 

• In 2016, the recession in global markets 
and the geopolitical tensions in the 

TURKEY 
DEVELOPING 
WITH EXPORT  

WORLD EXPORTS

WE RANK 

nearby geography continued, 
trade partners, and many actors 
who have a significant share in 
world trade have closed 2016 
with a weak performance in 
terms of exports. 

• Under all these adverse 
conditions, while world trade is 
declining, our exports in 2016 
showed a relatively limited 
decline compared to other 
countries.
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We are the eighth in the world in commercial vehicle production and the first in 
Europe. (2016)

We are the 14th in the world in automotive main industrial production, and the 5th in 
Europe. (2016)

We are the world's largest producer of hazelnut, cherry and figs. We are the second 
in the world in fresh apricots. (2016)

We are the world's second producer of poppy seeds. (2016)

We are the third in the world in table olive production. (2016)

We are the world's fifth in the production of apples and the second in Europe. (2016)

We are the world's third in the production of lentils and the second in Europe. (2016)

We are the fourth largest producer of tomatoes in the world and the first in Europe 
(2016), the largest producer of tobacco in Europe. (2016)

We are the world leader in the production of dried grapes, dried figs and dried 
apricots. (2016)

We are the ninth in the world in ceramic tile production and the second in Europe. 
(2016)

We are the second in Europe in the production of glassware, the third in the world, 
the first in Europe, the fifth in the world, the fifth in Europe, and the fifth in the 
world in glass packaging. (2016)

We are the first in Europe in cement production and the fourth in the world. (2016) 

In paint industry we are the fifth largest producer of Europe after Germany, England, 
France and Italy. (2016)

We are second in the plastic sector in Europe after Germany. (2016)

We are the world's largest eighth, Europe's second largest iron and steel producer. 
(2016)

We are the fifth in the world in seamed steel pipe production, and the first in Europe. 
(2016)

TURKISH PRODUCTS 
PLACE THE TOP OF GLOBAL 
PRODUCTION
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OUR EXPORT PRODUCTS BECAME 
THE MOST PREFERRED PRODUCTS 
IN THE WORLD

We are the eighth in the world in cable exports. (2016)

We are fifth in the world in the export of washing machines. (2016)

We are fourth in the world for dishwasher exports. (2016)

We are the sixth in the world in refrigerator exports. (2016)

We are in the ninth rank in the world for trucks, pickup trucks, pick-up exports. (2016)

We are third in the world in exporting buses, midi buses and minibuses. (2016)

We are the 14th in the world in tractor exports. (2016)

We are in the sixteenth in the world for passenger car exports. (2016)

We are the eighth in the world in total auto industry exports. (2016)

We are the first in the world in flour and bulgur exports. (2016)

We are third in the world for pasta exports. (2015)

We are second in the world in exports of lentils. (2016)

We are the first in the world to export nuts, raisins, dried apricots and figs. (2016)

We are the number one in poppy seed exports in the world. (2016)

We are the fourth in the world of table olive exports. (2016)

We are third in the world in exporting eggs. (2016)

We are fifth in the world in citrus exports. (2016)

We are the seventh in the world in textile exports. (2016)

We are in the eighth rank in the world in garment exports. (2016)

We are in the seventh rank in total exports of textiles and garments. (2016)

We are the seventh in the world in baby clothing exports. (2016)

We are the sixth in the world in exporting home textiles. (2016)

We are the top ten in the world in leather clothing exports. (2016)

We are second in the world in carpet exports. (2016)

We are second in the world in exporting socks. (2016)
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Also;

We are the ninth in Europe in cable exports and the fourth in exports to the EU (2016)

We are the second in Europe for the export of washing machines, and the first for exports to 
the EU (2016).

We are the third in Europe for dishwasher exports, and the first for export to the EU (2016).

We are the third in Europe for exports of refrigerators and the second for exports to the EU. 
(2016)

We are the fifth in Europe for trucks, pickups, pick-up exports and the fourth for exports to 
the EU. (2016)

We are the first in Europe for bus, midi bus and minibus exports and the first for export to EU. 
(2016)

We are the seventh in Europe for tractor exports and the sixth for exports to the EU. (2016)

We are ninth in Europe and six in exports to the EU in passenger car exports. (2016)

We are the eleventh in Europe and eight in total auto industry exports. (2016)

We are the first in Europe to export lentils. (2016)

We are second in citrus exports in Europe. (2016)

We are third in textile exports in Europe. (2016)

We are in third place in Europe for garment exports. (2016)

We are third in Europe in total exports of textiles and ready-made clothing. (2016)

We are second in Europe for baby clothing exports. (2016)

We are second in Europe in exporting home textiles. (2016)

We are sixth in Europe in leather clothing exports. (2016)

We are the first carpet exports in Europe. (2016)

We are number one in Europe for exporting socks. (2016)

We are the 8th in furniture exports in Europe. (2016)

We are the first in the world to export construction buckwheat. (2016)

We are the third in the world in processed marble exports. (2016)

We are the fourth largest producer of unalloyed steel sections in the world. (2016)

We are in the sixteenth in the world for furniture exports. (2016)
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Our exports of machinery and equipment increased by 641% to US $ 8.6 billion in 
2015 from US $ 1.16 billion in 2002.

Textile, apparel, leather and footwear sectors exported USD 12.8 billion in 2002 
and USD 27.5 billion in exports in 2016.

Agriculture and food exports increased from USD 3.8 billion to  
USD 16.3 billion. 

Over the last fifteen years, our agricultural and food products foreign trade surpassed 
$ 60 billion. 

TURKISH MACHINES ARE 
EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD

WE HAVE BECOME A LEADING 
COUNTRY IN TEXTILES

OUR AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 
INCREASED 3.5 TIMES
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STATE AIDS FOR
EXPORT (DFIF)

UR-GE access to 
market Documents

Market Research 
Participation in 

Exhibitions Foreign Unit
Turkey Trade Centers

Brand Turquality

Export Preparation / 
Institutional Capacity 

Development 
Supports

Marketing - 
Retention 
Supports

         

High added value 
support

EXPORT SUBSIDES IN 
 AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

Three Phase Support System to Become the 
World Trademark of export for the First Time

Our primary goal is to ensure that companies of all sizes and maturity levels can 
benefit from the support for export.

We continue to be beside our exporters with the new support elements we have 
established in line with the needs of our exporters and the improvements we have 
made in our existing support within the framework of today's conditions.

WE STAND 
BY OUR 
EXPORTERS 
WITH EXPORT 
SUBSIDIES
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UR-GE 
PROJECT:
WE HAVE 
187 UR-GE 
PROJECTS
We support the Development of 
International Competitiveness

Since 2011 when we launched our UR-GE project support, we 
have approved 341 UR-GE projects.

Currently, 187 UR-GE projects have entered into force.

We are currently carrying out UR-GE projects with 105 
different Cooperation Organizations.
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We supported 837 firms with 
our support of UR-GE projects in 
2011, and in 2017 we increased 
this number to 4,390 firms.

While UR-GE projects benefited 
from 581 exporters in 2011, 2754 
exporters benefited from this 
support in 2017. 

WE 
SUPPORTED 
4.225 EXPORTER 
COMPANIES 
WITHIN THE 
SCOPE OF UR-GE 
PROJECTS 
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Since 2011, when we started supporting our UR-GE projects, the 
sectors most benefiting from these supports were the machinery, 
automotive and electronics sectors with 27% share; Mining, metal 
and forest sectors with 24% share; Agriculture sector with 24% 
share; Textile sector with 14,1%; Chemistry sector with 7.9% share and 
software sector with 3% share.

UR- GE PROJECT 
ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL SECTORS 
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UR-GE 
PROJECTS 
ARE ALL 
OVER THE 
COUNTRY IN 
39 PROVINCES

From 2011 until 2017, 27.3% of our approved UR-GE projects 
are in Istanbul, 14.4% in Ankara, 7.6% in Bursa, 5.9% in 
Gaziantep and 5.6% in Izmir
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606 VISITS TO 87 
COUNTRIES WERE 
REALIZED WITHIN 
THE SCOPE OF 
UR-GE PROJECTS. 
761 EDUCATIONAL 
AND 197 
CONSULTANCY 
ACTIVITIES OF 
OUR COMPANIES 
WERE 
CONFIRMED 
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We Support 
Access To 
Market Documents

We support expenditures related to "foreign market entry 
documents" that our companies will receive.

As of October 2017, we contributed approximately 15.5 million 
TL to the expenses related to Pazara entrance documents. 

As of October 2017, our 1264 company benefited from 
this support in order to enter new markets and to be in an 
advantageous position when entering existing markets
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NEW SUPPORT 
MECHANISM:
GLOBAL SUPPLY 
CHAIN COMPETENCY 
PROJECTS

With the global supply chain competency projects, for the articulation of 
our companies with the potential to take place in the global supply chain, 
we support project-based expenditures for software procurement, training / 
consultancy, certification, procurement of machinery equipment for product 
development and renting office warehouse abroad. 
 
With this support, our companies can be a supplier to a global company that 
they have not previously established business relations with, or they can be a 
supplier to a company that they already have a supplier relationship with. 

 
Moreover, thanks to this support, our firms will be able to establish a more 
"qualified" relationship with the existing firm, with the existing product, but as 
a "developer supplier".

With these supports, we will make it easier for our entrepreneurs to enter global 
procurement processes and supplier pools of global companies in internationally 
recognized listings such as Fortune 500, Forbes.
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Market Research 
and access to 
market Support

In 2011, we paid TL 3.6 million to our firms in the framework 
of Market Research Communiqué.

 
In 2011, while 1,434 firms applied for this Communiqué in the 
framework of the Market Research Communiqué, 4,842 firms 
benefited from this support as of October 2017 under this 
Communiqué
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WE HAVE 
SUPPORTED 
E-COMMERCE 
SITES WITH 
“COLLECTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP” 
SUPPORT 

The share of e-commerce in world trade is increasing day by day. 
The rules of e-commerce and international marketing and sales 
techniques are changing. E-commerce began not only to retail but 
also to transform international trade. To expedite our entrepreneurs' 
compliance with this new turnaround, we began to support 
e-commerce sites through collective membership through business 
associations rather than individual memberships.

With this new approach we will not only gain collective bargaining and 
cost advantages but also get synergy with collective action.

Our business associations make at least 250 companies on every 
application a member of the e-commerce site.

Within this scope, 5 projects in which 3530 companies involved are 
approved. Within this scope, 9 million TL has been paid.
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WE PROVIDE ABROAD 
EXHIBITION SUPPORT 
FOR OUR EXPORTERS. 
WE SUPPORTED THE 
PARTICIPATION OF OUR 
COMPANIES IN THE 
EXHIBITION HELD IN THE 
FOUR CORNERS OF THE 
WORLD 

In 2016, 11,020 support applications were received, 238.2 million TL exhibition support, 
In 2017, there are currently 12,909 support applications, 297.4 million TL exhibition 
support 

2017 (January – September)

INDIA; 
6

ENGLAND; 
7

NİJERYA;
7

UAE; 
17

USA;
16

FRANCE;
13

SAUDI 
ARABIA; 

11

ITALY; 
8

S. AFRICA; 
7

IRAN;
 18

CHINA;
25

GERMANY;
23

ALGERIA;
5

ENGLAND; 
7

UAE; 
13

RUSSIA;
15

FRANCE;
8

SAUDI ARABIA; 
6

ITALY; 
8

UKRAINE; 
8

IRAN; 9

CHINA;
25

GERMANY;
16

USA;
16
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One of every four people who came to Expo 
Astana visited Turkey Pavilion.

WE SUPPORTED 
PARTICIPATIONS OF 
OUR COMPANIES  IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS

The Expo Astana 2017 organized in Astana, Kazakhstan's capital 
between June 10 and September 10, 2017, attracted approximately 
4 million visitors by the end of the year, while the number of visitors 
to the Turkey Pavilion exceeded 1,000,000 during the organization. 
In this respect, it is seen that the pavilion of our country is visited by 
one of every four people coming to the Expo. Our country is also the 
third most visited country in Expo Astana
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We support our organizer companies In order to ensure the international promotion 
of sector-specific international fairs and to increase participation at international 
level we provide support to companies for floor leasing and stand construction.

In 2017, we paid 10.3 TL million for 471 support applications within the scope of 
domestic fair support.

IN DOMESTIC FAIR 
SUPPORT,
IN ADDITION  
TO ORGANIZER 
COMPANIES,
WE HAVE ENABLED 
TO PROVIDE 
SUPPORT FOR 
PARTICIPATING 
COMPANIES
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WE CONTINUE 
TO SUPPORT THE 
BRANCHES OF OUR 
COMPANIES WHICH 
THEY ESTABLISHED 
ABROAD 
We increased our support rates for 
promotional expenditures and branding 
activities by 10 points.

We support overseas expense 
expenses and foreign trademark 
registration activity expenses, 
which are rented land, 
warehouse, office, showroom, 
product showroom / field or 
terrace, rented land to be built 
on abroad.

We supported 721 different 
companies in 2016 and 588 
companies as of October 2017 
from the Foreign, Brand and 
Promotion support. 
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WE SUPPORT THE 
ESTABLISHMENT 
OF TURKEY TRADE 
CENTERS ABROAD

Turkey Trade Center (TTM) offices and exhibition halls, financial and legal 
services are also the export base of Turkish products. 
 
We support the purchasing / leasing, installation / decoration, promotion 
and employment expenses of TTM established in partnership with TIM or TIM 
Cooperation Organizations for 5 years.

Climate, knowledge and jewelry in Dubai; A total of 12 TTM projects in 
chemistry, carpets, ready-to-wear, home textiles and business contracts in 
Chicago, textile and raw materials in Tehran, furniture, ready-to-wear and 
ready-to- wear and chemistry sectors were covered and started to operate.
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WE ATTACH 
IMPORTANCE TO 
BRANDED GOODS 
The TURQUALITY® Program, which is designed in accordance 
with the internationally accepted stages of being a global brand, 
is focused on branding, and aims to produce world brands from 
Turkey, continues to grow with new companies and brands.

The TURQUALITY® Program, which was opened to all sectors in 
2006 and expanded in scope with significant changes over the 
years, was launched.

As of the end of 2016, 114 brands of 107 firms were 
supported in the TURQUALITY® Program while 59 
brands were included in the Brand Program which 
was evaluated as the preparation process for this 
program.

As of 2017 while the TURQUALITY® Program supports 
151 firms' 162 brands, Under the Brand Program, 79 
companies are supported by 79 brands
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WE SUPPORT OUR 
DESIGNERS

In 2016 we supported 21 different design competitions 
organized by business associations.

We supported the education and living expenses of a total of 
110 designers who entered the competition between 2011 and 
2016.

By 2017, we are currently providing support to 9 designer 
offices and companies.

As of 2017, there are currently 298 design and product development 
projects that are currently under the scope of support. 

In 2016, we have provided design support of TL 16.5 million 
and by 2017 we have already provided TL 27.5 million.
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EXIMBANK 
INCREASING 
ACTIVITY IN 
EXPORT FINANCE

For our Eximbank, which is a related organization of our 
Ministry, we have put in place measures that provide exporters 
with access to finance and export insurance.

In the medium and long term investment commodity exporting 
credits, we put in support the support of Turk Eximbank for the 
interest rates provided by other country Eximbank.

We have provided support for Eximbank to provide more bold 
credit insurance opportunities, especially in areas with high 
risks such as Africa. In the medium and long term investment 
commodity exporting credits, we have put in support the 
support of Turk Eximbank for the interest rates provided by 
Eximbank of other countries.
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WE SUPPORTED OUR 
EXPORTERS WITH 
1,7 BILLION TL IN 
2016 AND 
1,3 BILLION TL AS OF 
END OF SEPTEMBER 
2017 WITHIN THE 
SCOPE OF STATE 
SUBSIDIES FOR 
EXPORT 
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WE BRING 
COMPETITIVE 
CAPACITY TO OUR 
EXPORT PRODUCTS 
IN WORLD 
MARKETS 

BESIDES ALL OF 
THESE SUBSIDIES 
WE SUPPORT SOME 
PROCESSED AND 
AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS 

As another policy tool for our exporters, with  inward 
processing regime (DIR), we give our export products 
competitive power in world markets and in order to 
diversify our export products, we provide exporters with the 
opportunity to import goods at world market prices with 
customs exemption.
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WE ARRANGE TRADE 
DELEGATIONS AND 
SUPPORT BUSINESS 
CONNECTIONS 
OF OUR 
COMPANIES 
In 2017 January-September period we 
organized a general trade mission in 14 
countries, 137 sectoral trade delegations and 
86 procurement delegations.

With the intensive participation of 
our exporters, we have supported 
our firms to establish business 
contacts by making bilateral talks 
with the leading importers in the 
relevant countries with the trade 
delegation programs that we 
organized in many countries and 
the import delegation programs we 
brought to our country.
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SPECIAL 
PASSPORT TO  

5.176 GOODS 
AND SERVICE 
EXPORTERS 
As of the last three calendar years, on condition of exporting in 
each calendar year, we have provided the authorities of our firms 
whose annual average export amount is above the value to be 
determined by the Council of Ministers, to issue special passports 
for 2 years. A total of 6,259 passport forms were approved from 
the 5,166 entitled applicants
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CONVENIENCE 
IN BORDER 
TRADE 

With the new Border Trade Regulation by increasing the Import Value 
Limits, which will be the basis for imports to be made from the neighboring 
countries which are exempted from customs duty by the tradesmen and 
traders established in our borders in our Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia 
Regions, each neighboring country has been re-set up to a maximum of 150 
million dollars.

Authorized border, our tradesmen or tradesmen are authorized to import 
up to 75 thousand dollars per month. By helping to reduce the bureaucratic 
procedures and extend the opportunities to benefit from the border trade, 
the border has helped to increase the employment of the commercial and 
economic life by border trade.
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WE CONTINUE 
TO WORK BY 
MARKET AXIS
Target and priority countries for the 2016-2017 period have been 
determined within the framework of the Ministry's adopted 
market-based approach to work, which is embodied in the 
establishment of the market Introduction Committee, and since 
2010, the market entry activities for the mentioned markets have 
been continued.

USA, United Arab Emirates, People's Republic of China, Ethiopia, South Korea, 
India, Iraq, Iran, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, Poland, Romania, Russia, S. Arabia

Germany, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bulgaria, Algeria, Indonesia, Morocco, 
Ghana, South Africa, Georgia, United Kingdom, Spain, Sweden, Canada, Qatar, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Colombia, Kuwait, Libya, Malaysia, Egypt, Peru, Singapore, 
Chile, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Oman, Jordan and Vietnam

2016-2017 TERM TARGET COUNTRIES

2016-2017 TERM PRIORITY COUNTRIES
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WE CONTINUE 
TO PROTECT 
OUR EXPORTERS 
AGAINST TRACE 
POLICY MEASURES 
INSPECTIONS 

We Work Against Dumping, Subsidy And 
Prevention Investigations Against Our 
Country's Originated Products

Within the scope of investigations for countervailing duty, anti-dumping and 
protection measures against products originating from the country of origin 
the opinions of the written country are being prepared in order to defend 
our exporters, questionnaires are filled in coordination with the relevant 
institutions, and bilateral and multilateral platforms defend our rights arising 
from international agreements.

In the January-November period of 2017, 21 country views and letters were 
forwarded to the counterparts of the relevant countries, 26 "Government 
Question Forms" were answered and sent to the investigation authorities of the 
countries. 5 protection measures investigation and 1 anti-dumping investigation 
were closed without any measures.
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WE MEET INFORMATION NEEDS OF OUR 
EXPORTERS 

Approximately 17,500 participants participated in 364 organizations between the years 
of 2012-2017 at the Foreign Trade Information Seminars organized in 81 provinces.

We present a total of 199 country reports, including 150 countries and 49 short country 
profiles, covering 6 regions including Europe, America, Asia-Pacific, Caucasus, Central 
Asia, Middle East, Gulf and Africa.
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NEW TERM IN 2023 
TURKEY EXPORT 
STRATEGY AND 
ACTION PLAN 

We are working in coordination with all stakeholders towards 
the realization of the targets under the 2023 Turkey Export 
Strategy, which started in the second phase as of 2016.

Actions in the strategy have been designed to create a more 
competitive, higher added value and an economic structure 
that focuses on design and branding with R&D 
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INTRODUCE POWER, 
QUALITY,  
HUMAN REQOURCES, 
CULTURE AND ART OF US TO

WORLD

IT IS TIME TO
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WE 
PROTECT 
DOMESTIC 
PRODUCTION  
AGAINST 
IMPORT 

We protect our domestic producers with the prevention of unfair 
competition in imports and protection measures mechanisms.
 
By implementing 136 measures against dumping and subsidies, we protect 
our domestic producers against unfair competition, which is caused by 
imports. We have investigated against 30 ongoing dampers. We continue 
to protect our indigenous producers against increasing imports with our 
protection measures for all countries in two jurisdictions and country-
based Iran in 5 jurisdictions. In two cases, general protection measure 
investigation and prevention process is continuing. In addition, measures 
were taken against the inactivation of 39 measures against 16 countries 
in 15 product groups. In this context, there are already 10 ongoing 
investigations

General   |    107     |    Economy



WE USE CUSTOMS TAXES 
AND OTHER IMPORT 
MEASURES EFFECTIVELY 
AND ON TIME  

21 additional customs tax practice has been initiated and continues to be 
implemented. The protection of our indigenous industry has been ensured 
by increasing the customs tax rates of the products included in this scope.

Negotiations are being carried out in the relevant units of the European Union 
to reduce the customs duties of a total of 14 products, which are raw or  
semi-finished, which are used by our industrialists in the EU and Turkey 
 
We follow closely the imports of industrial and agricultural products 
with 141 notifications issued within the scope of our Imports Surveillance 
Applications.

In order to ensure the continuity of production in agricultural products, we 
continued to protect the domestic production against imports while at the 
same time we made adjustments to the customs tax on products such as 
cereals, live animals and meat which caused inflation, as well as price stability 
and access to our basic foodstuffs at reasonable prices.

With the CIF Reference Asset Application in various used products, we 
protect both our domestic producers and protect our domestic market from 
the import of old models, useless and old products
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DEVELOPMENTS 
RECORDED 
IN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES 
IN 2002-2017

We have increased our trade volume 
3,5 times with EU countries 

European countries have been the 
most exported countries.

In 2002, our total trade volume with European countries was about 50 billion 
dollars, but in 2016 this figure increased 3.5 times to 178 billion dollars. Our 
trade volume with European countries was 155 billion dollars in the eleven 
months of 2017. In the first ten months of 2017, about 75% of the FDI in 
Turkey came from Europe. In addition, our contractors have undertaken 608 
contracting projects in Europe, worth nearly $ 18 billion so far.

The region in which our companies invested was Europe. By the end of 2016, 
investments in our European countries have reached $ 24 billion. Our firms in this 
region invested mostly in the Netherlands.

General   |    109     |    Economy



We first increased the number 
of JETCO mechanisms we 
established in France in 2008 to 
16 in Europe by the end of 2016.

We have talked about removing 
the obstacles for transportation 
in European countries and 
mentioned it our bilateral 
meetings, in our activities 
and on every platform, on the 
agenda of relevant countries.

Since 2008, we have decided to create a brand new and dynamic mechanism 
aimed at addressing all aspects of bilateral trade and economic relations, in 
which the private sector is involved and which will be carried out entirely under 
the coordination of our Ministry.

In this framework, thanks to the new Joint Economic and Trade Committee 
(JETCO) mechanisms, we have gained a new impetus and dimension to our 
commercial and economic relations with European countries.

The first of the said mechanism, was actualized in 2008 with France. As of 
today we have a total of 16 European countries JETCO mechanism (France, 
England, Holland, Italy, Germany, Portugal, Belgium, Luxembourg, Denmark, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Romania, Malta, Sweden, Finland and Spain).

In European countries, we are continuing our initiatives on all 
platforms and intensively to increase the number of bilateral 
and transit quota in the first stage and decrease the tolls, and 
to remove the quota and tolls in order to completely bridge the 
transport.
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Turkey-Serbia-Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Tri-Trade Committee 
and Balkans have created an 
unprecedented area of dynamism
We have established the "Turkey-Serbia-Bosnia and Herzegovina Tri-Trade Committee" 
between Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the aim of improving the economic 
and commercial co-operation of the three countries, imagining new possibilities for 
cooperation and having the first and only model in Europe .

We have held three semester meetings so far, the last of which was on October 26, 
2016 in Istanbul.

At the same time as these meetings, we organized the "Triple Business Forums" with 
wide participation of businessmen and investors of the three countries.

Within the framework of the triple committee meetings, we also opened the "Serbia-
Bosnia and Herzegovina Joint Trade Office", which was created with the possibilities of 
our country, in Istanbul.

We are planning the 4th Term Meeting of Triple Trade Committee  in Sarajevo in the 
first quarter of 2018  and we aim to implement the Turkey-Bosnia-Herzegovina-Serbia 
Tripartite Business Forum in Belgrade one day before or one day after this meeting.
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DEVELOPMENTS 
RECORDED 
IN ASIAN 
COUNTRIES BY 
2002-2017
We Increased Our Trade 
With Asia-Pacific Strategy
In 2005, the "Strategy for Developing Commercial and Economic 
Relations with the Asia-Pacific Countries" was put into practice in 
order to gain a larger share of the Asia-Pacific market.

Our exports to the Asia-Pacific region in 2002 were $ 1.5 billion In 
2016, this number increased to 7.7 billion dollars by 5 times. Our 
imports from the region, which was 6.4 billion dollars in 2002, 
increased 8 times in 2016 reaching 52.4 billion dollars. Our trade 
volume with the countries of the region rose from $ 7.9 billion in the 
same period to $ 60.1 billion

In the January-November period of 2017, exports to the Asia-Pacific 
region increased by 19.9% to $ 8.3 billion, imports from the region 
increased by 5.9% compared to the same period of the previous 
year and reached 51 billion dollars. Thus, in the first 11 months of 
2017, our total trade volume with the Asia-Pacific region reached $ 
59.2 billion.

As a result of our efforts to reach all the countries in Asia, the 
country we have not been able to export to the region, including 
the small Pacific island countries, has remained almost untouched. 
Finally, exports were also made to Solomon Islands and Nauru
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By the end of 2016, our investments in Asia 
Pacific countries reached $ 1.5 billion.

In line with the tendency to create Free Trade Agreements (FTA) 
networks in international trade, we have entered into Free Trade 
Agreements with South Korea, Malaysia and Singapore. We started 
negotiations with Pakistan, Japan, Thailand and Indonesia.

We have prepared the China Action Plan for the world's largest 
exporter, China, with the contributions of a large number of 
institutions and organizations. In addition, the Action Plan for 
Japan and India is underway. The weight of these three countries in 
our trade with the sum of the region is 64%.

The "Sectorial Technical Advisory Committee" program was organized in October 
2017 by the Asia Development Bank (ADB) in the Philippines, which has a critical 
prescription to follow projects in Asian countries from our target markets within the 
scope of foreign sectorial promotion activities of technical consultancy services.

We have significant investment 
relationships with Asia Pacific countries

We have developed our Free Trade 
Network with Asia-Pacific Countries.

We have prepared Action 
Plans for Target Countries.

We organize technical advisory 
committees for our target markets.

We have strengthened our commercial and legal business 

partnership with the agreements signed with the Asia-Pacific 

countries.
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DEVELOPMENTS 
RECORDED IN 
MIDDLE EAST AND 
GULF COUNTRIES 
BETWEEN 
2002-2017

Our trade volume with the region, which was $ 6.1 billion in 2002, increased $ 
37.4 billion in 2016, surpassing 6 times in the past 14 years. Our exports to the 
countries of the region have grown by more than 9 times and reached 25.8 
billion dollars in the same period. while our imports have increased 6 times to 
reach 11.6 billion dollars. Increasing exports to Iraq, Iran, United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia play a major role in reaching these levels of trade

As of June 5, 2017, Qatar was subject to embargo by Saudi Arabia, BAE and 
Bahrain. However, this embargo has been rendered useless by the support of 
our country. Thanks to this attitude of our country against the embargo, Qatar 
protected its internal political dynamics. Along with this process, important steps 
have been taken in our political and economic relations.

Positive results were also obtained in our bilateral trade. In the first 11 months of 
2017, exports to Qatar increased 48% to $ 557 million in the same period of the 
same year. In the first 11 months of 2017, imports from Qatar increased by 34% to 
reach $ 467 million in the same period of 2016.

As observed in the data, foreign trade with Qatar has been realized in favor of 
our unbalanced country, and our trade volume in the first 11 months of 2017 has 
exceeded 1 billion dollars.

We have increased Exports to the 
Middle East and Gulf Countries 
more than 9 times. 

General   |    114     |   Economy



The FTA was signed with the countries of the region with Palestine (2004), Israel 
(1996), Jordan (2009), Syria (2004), Tunisia (2004), Morocco (2006) and Lebanon 
(2010) in order to improve our commercial and economic relations. (Due to recent 
developments in Syria, FTA with this country has been suspended by our country.)

within the scope of Turkey-Qatar trade and Economic Partnership Agreement 
(TEOA)  4th round negotiations were held on 2-3 October 2017. It is expected that 
the negotiations will be concluded as soon as possible and the TEOA will be ready 
for signing.

FTA negotiations between our country and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
began in 2005 and negotiations for 4 rounds were held.

Finally, at the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Turkey-KİK (Gulf Collaboration 
Organization) Foreign Ministers Meeting held in Riyadh on 13 October 2016, it 
was emphasized that the FTA negotiations should be started as soon as possible 
between Turkey and the KİK.

An organization was organized in Turkey in October 2017 with the 
participation of our country and Iranian technical consultancy firms.

We continue to be involved in contracting 
projects in the Middle East and Gulf 
countries. The region is the second largest 
market for the Turkish contracting industry. 
By 2017, we have realized 1,914 projects 
worth US $ 90.5 billion in the region. Iraq, 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia are among the top 
three countries with the most projects. Iraq 
is the fourth largest country in which Turkish 
contractors undertake projects with a project 
value of $ 24.7 billion.

We Signed Free Trade Agreements with 
the Middle East and the Gulf Countries.

We organize negotiations with 
Technical Consulting Firms

Turkish Contractors continue to be involved 
in Projects in the Region
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Signed the Preferential Trade 
Agreement with Iran (PTA)
The Preferential Trade Agreement (TTA), which 
has been negotiating between Turkey and Iran 
for about 10 years, was signed in January 2014 
and entered into force in 2015. Our country 
has made 125 concessions from Iran (industrial 
products) and made 140 concessions to Iran 
(agricultural products). TTA is seen as a very 
important step to realize the trade volume 
target of 30 billion dollars between turkey and 
Iran. Negotiations are continuing to expand 
TTA.

We prepared Export Action Plans for Iraq, Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Israel and Syria
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DEVELOPMENTS RECORDED 
BY TURKIIC REPUBLICS 
AND VEBDT COUNTRIES 
BETWEEND 2002-2017

The Turkish Republics and BDT Countries and Commercial and Economic Cooperation 
Agreements were generally signed in the 1990s following the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union.

Trade and Economic Cooperation Agreements with the Turkic Republics and BDT 
Countries were generally signed in the 1990s following the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. Between 2002-2017, the Commercial and Economic Cooperation Agreement 
with Turkmenistan and the Free Trade Agreement with Georgia and Moldova were 
signed. 
The Free Trade Agreement signed with Georgia is important as it is the first Free Trade 
Agreement that our country has independently signed from the European Union. The 
Joint Economic and Trade Committee Agreement (JETCO) was signed with Georgia.

In addition, work is underway to sign the Free Trade Agreement with Ukraine, the 
Preferred Trade Agreement with Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan, the Service Trade and 
Investment Agreement with Russia

We strengthened commercial and 
legal cooperation with Agreements 
signed with Turkic Republics and BDT 
Countries.
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With the contribution of the Strategy for Developing Trade to Neighboring and 
Environment Countries, our trade volume with the countries of the region has been 
increased to 3,5 times from 2002 to 2017.

While our exports to the region in 2002 amounted to 2.5 billion dollars, this figure 
increased about 3 times to 7.3 billion dollars in the first 11 months of 2017. Our 
imports from the region, which was 5.5 billion dollars in 2002, increased 4 times in 
November 2017 reaching 22.1 billion dollars. Our trade volume with the countries of 
the region increased by 3.5 times in the first 11 months of 2017, from $ 8 billion in 
2002, to $ 29.5 billion.

Within the framework of Turkey-Ukraine Public-Private Partnership 
Working Group activities, organizations were organized for PPP 
projects in our country and in Ukraine in 2017

Eurasia is the biggest market for the Turkish contracting industry. Among 
the countries where the majority of projects are undertaken by the Turkish 
contractors, the Russian Federation is ranked first with 68 billion Dollars and 
Turkmenistan with 47 billion Dollars.

In 2002, while the amount of projects undertaken by Turkish contractors in 
the region was 27 billion dollars, today this amount has increased 6 times to 
165 billion dollars.

We carry out the Business 
Association in the field of 
contracting, and share experience

Project Amount of Turkish 
Contractors in the Region 
Increased 6 Times

We have increased our commercial 
volume 3,5 times with Turkic 
Republics and BDT Countries.
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Because of our proximity and close proximity, the region has great importance in 
terms of our investment relations. Our investment relations with the region have 
caught a great acceleration of growth, especially since the early 2000s.

While investments from our country to the Turkic Republics and BDT countries 
were $ 1.4 billion until 2002, this figure rose to $ 5.2 billion by 2015. On the 
other hand, according to the figures of the Central Bank of the Republic of 
Turkey, there was no investment from the countries of the region until 2002, and 
between the years of 2002-2015 an investment of 9.9 billion dollars was realized.

The Small Scale Hydroelectric Power Plant (HEPP) Potential and 
Investment Opportunities Conference in Kyrgyzstan was organized in 
Istanbul in 2017. The Conference of Business Associations of Turkish 
Speaking Countries Technical Advisory Firms was realized.

The "Sectorial Technical Advisory Committee" program was organized for 
Georgia in June 2017

Our relations with the Turkish 
Republics and the BDT countries are 
increasing.

We prepare organizations with the 
participation of relevant countries

We Perform Technical  
consultancy Visits
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Following the aircraft crisis that broke out with the Russian Federation in November 
2015, After the contacts made with the President of the Republic of Turkey and the 
President of the Russian Federation Mr. Putin, In the crisis period, the Ministry of 
the Russian Federation carried out intensive activities aimed at lifting the economic 
measures taken against the country. 

Within the scope of these activities;

After these developments, a joint declaration was signed by our Minister of 
Health, Mehmet Şimşek, Deputy Prime Minister, and Mr. Arkady Dvorkovic, 
Deputy Prime Minister, on May 22, 2017, following the face-to-face 
interviews and telephone contacts in Moscow and Sochi with our Ministers.

As a result of the Joint Declaration;

The 15th Term Meeting of the Joint Economic Commission, in which the commercial and 
economic relations of the two countries were discussed in all aspects, was held in Kazan 
on 19-21 October 2017. Ongoing issues are discussed in detail at this meeting

Relations with the Russian Federation 
are more intense than before

On October 9, 2016, a joint declaration was issued by our Minister of Economy, 
Mr. Nihat Zeybekci, and Russian Federation Minister for Economic Development 
Aleksey Ulyukayev, and steps were taken to re-establish economic and commercial 
relations between the two countries.

In this context, for the first time, the 14th Term Meeting of the Turkish-Russian 
Intergovernmental Joint Economic Commission was held on October 12, 2016 in Istanbul 
under the co-chairmanship of Mr. Minister and RF Minister of Energy Aleksandr Novak.

Negotiations for the signing of the Service Trade and Investment Agreement 
between the two countries have been resumed.

The ban on imports of agricultural products from our country in the context of 
Decrees has been phased out except for tomatoes

Sectorial restrictions and employment restrictions on Turkish companies' 
activities in Russia have been abolished.

A common attitude has been adopted to remove the ban on tomatoes.

Prohibitions on products prohibited under quarantine measures have been 
gradually phased out
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At the end of 2002, the amount of direct investment from the Americas in our country 
was very low,According to T.R Central Bank data, it reached 12.6 billion dollars at the end 
of September, The country with the most direct investment in our country is the USA.

The total direct investment value of US firms has exceeded 11 billion dollars. Direct 
investments in Central and South America, not in 2002, today reached $ 719 million.

By the end of 2016, our investments in the US are worth $ 1.6 billion

DEVELOPMENTS 
RECORDED BY 
AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES IN 
2002-2017
We tripled our trade 
with American Countries
The trade volume, which was 8 billion dollars in 2002, reached about 26.4 billion dollars 
in 2016. This figure is about 9.3 billion dollars export to the region and 17 billion dollars to 
the region. Our trade volume for the first ten months of 2017 reached $ 28 billion, up 20% 
from the same period of the previous year.

Turkey has been exporting to all of South America.

At the end of 2002, the amount of investment from the American continent in our country 
was very low while it reached 12.6 billion dollars by 2017 as compared to the data of the 
Central Bank of Turkey. The country that made the most direct investment from America 
to my country was the USA. The total investment value of US firms in our country is about 
11.3 billion dollars. In South America, investments not in 2002 reached $ 1.4 billion today.

In 2002, Turkey investments which are very low in American countries reached 4.7 
billion dollars today. The country we invested most in America is the USA. In the US 
economy, our country firms are located as investors from copper to green, from textiles to 
automotive

Investments exceeded 12 Billion Dollars 
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We fronted to investment from 
trading in America

We are opening to the construction 
business

We Provided Private Sector Safe 
Business Environment

Investments of Turkey, which is almost non-existent in 2002, reached 
$ 2 billion in 2016. In the region, our country is the most invested 
country in the USA. Now we are investors in the US economy, from 
copper scrap food to textiles to automotive.

So far, 55 projects worth US $ 1.7 billion have been undertaken 
within the Americas.

Venezuela, Peru and Colombia are among the countries we 
undertake for the first time in the post-2010 period.

For the first time in 2015, a Turkish company has handed over the 
housing that it has built in Venezuela.

In 2016, a Turkish firm undertook to operate a port in Ecuador

The number of countries with which we have an agreement on trade and 
economic co-operation in the region has increased from 6 in 2002 to 21 in 2017.

Our agreement with Panama has been made ready for signing and will be signed 
at the first opportunity. 
 
Chile and FTA entered into force in 2011, negotiations with Mexico, Peru, 
Colombia and Ecuador were initiated.

In 2005, the YKTK Agreement (US, Argentina and Cuba) was increased to 6 
countries with Mexico, Colombia and Guatemala signed last year.

Our main goal is to be permanent in the Americas region in the coming years and 
to make our investment and business sustainable.

THY launched flights to Colombia, Panama, Venezuela and Cuba in 2016-2017
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After a long time, we held TIFA Term 
Meeting

We Are Converting İzmir Fair, We met 
Aegean companies with the world.

The final meeting was held in Washington, DC on February 22, 2013, and 
the 10th Term Meeting of the Turkey-US Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) was held in Ankara on 12-13 September 2017 after a long 
visit.

Moreover, in İzmir International Fair, which Russia joined as a partner 
country in 2017, high level delegations from 26 countries were welcomed 
and contributed to the meeting of Aegean firms with global companies

Delegations from 26 countries attended the 86th İzmir International 
Fair in 2017. Russia joined as a partner country
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DEVELOPMENTS 
RECORDED 
IN AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES 
BY 2002-2017

It was aimed to strengthen the legal 
infrastructure in the scope of the Strategy 
for the Improvement of Commercial and 
Economic Relations with the African 
Countries implemented by the Ministry of 
Economy since 2003, to consolidate our 
institutional assets in the short term and 
to improve our commercial and economic 
relations at the level of both country and 
region.

In 2003 we began implementing the 
Strategy for the Enhancement of 
Commercial and Economic Relations 
with African Countries.
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While in 2002 only 4 countries of the continent had a Commercial 
Consultancy, this number increased to 26 by 2016.

In this direction, the Commercial and Economic Cooperation Agreement was 
signed with the 45 countries in Africa between 2002 and 2017 November 
and the Mutual promotion and protection of investments  was signed with 25 
countries in order to ensure legal infrastructure with African countries.

We have increased the number of our 
Commercial Counselors in Africa to 26.

We have signed the Agreement 
on Commercial and Economic 
Cooperation with 25 African Countries, 
the Agreement on the Mutual 
Encouragement and Protection of 
Investments with 45 African Countries.

We strengthened our Commercial 
and Economic Relations with 
Africa

Our trade volume with the African continent in 2002 was $ 4.4 billion, and in 
2016 it was $ 18 billion. During this period, our exports increased from $ 1.7 
billion to $ 11.4 billion, from $ 2.7 billion to $ 6.6 billion.

While our investments in Africa in 2002 were almost nonexistent, the market value of 
our investments in the continent as of 2016 reached approximately $ 7.1 billion.

While 315 contractor projects have been undertaken throughout the continent 
until 2002, it has increased to 1.311 contractor projects by 2017. In the period up 
to December 2017, the cumulative project for the African continent exceeded 
the cost of 64 billion dollars. 
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While the Foreign Economic Relations Board had only the work council 
mechanism with 5 countries in 2002, this number has risen to 45 by 2017

The Turkey-Africa Economic and Business Forum was held in Istanbul 
on 2-3 November 2016 to assess the point reached by our bilateral and 
regional perspective on Africa and to determine the road map for the 
next round.

More than 2,000 businessmen from all over Africa have contributed 
to the program, organized by the participation of 27 ministers from 7 
African countries, 7 vice ministers and the Commissioners of Regional 
Economic Organizations in Africa. Many of the countries have signed 
business co-operation agreements and have held high-level bilateral 
talks within the scope of the Forum, where President Sayin and Chad 
President honored the opening ceremony

We Increased Number of 
Business Council Mechanisms

Turkey-Africa Economic and 
Business Forum organized.
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HIGHER EXPORT VOLUME
IN INTERNATIONAL FIELD WITH 
BROAD COOPERATION

We Hosted the G20 Trade 
Ministers Meeting.

The year 2015 was a year when Turkey played an important role in the international 
arena. We successfully transferred the G-20 Presidency, which we took over from 
Australia on 1 December 2014, to the Leadership Summit in Antalya and transferred 
it to China on 1 December 2015.

In this process, as the Ministry of Economy, we held the G-20 Trade Ministers Meeting 
in Istanbul on October 6, 2015, where "trade", an important heading of the G-20 
agenda, was discussed at Ministerial level. The meeting was important in terms of 
putting forward the commercialization of our country in promoting economic growth 
and prosperity.

In this framework, continuing national reforms to reverse the slowdown in global 
trade; We have agreed on the development of new policies to include in the Global 
Value Chains of SMEs and Least Developed Countries and, most importantly, the 
implementation of them.

On the other hand, we emphasized the importance of developing the harmony 
between the multilateral trading system, which is at the center of the World Trade 
Organization, and the recently increasing number of regional trade agreements and 
the multilateral trading system.

These results have key proposals to increase the contribution of trade to the G-20's 
goal of accelerating global growth.

As the Ministry of Economy, we continue to contribute to the work of the G-20 on 
trade and investment, within the framework of our country's experiences and policies.
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In order to improve our good relations with our trading partners, we 
organize training activities in order to better understand the recent 
momentum of our country's activities in improving the trade and 
investment environment and the opportunities offered by the multilateral 
trading system. We carried out seminar programs for delegations from 
Tajikistan and Cambodia in 2016 and senior bureaucrats from Ethiopia in 
2017. We plan to continue with similar activities in the coming period. 

WE TRAIN 
OUR TRADE 
PARTNERS

We Develop Green Trading 
and Green Growth Through 
Environmental Products Agreement

We are raising customs walls with countries that do not harm more than 300 people 
and have 90% of total trade in nature friendly way. 

We support EGA negotiations to bring toxic waste harmless, to limit the formation of 
greenhouse gases such as methane and carbon dioxide, to support the development 
of technologies that reduce air and water pollution, In order to reduce the costs of   
renewable energy production, in order to make more efficient use of natural resources, 
in order to bring the environment-friendly products made by working together with 
nature into the foreground.

As a result of negotiations, we will 
contribute to the work carried out to leave 
a more livable world to future generations 
and all other elements of nature.

Negotiations are actively pursued in order to 
obtain the most balanced outcome for our 
country, taking into account the commercial 
interests of our country, as well as the 
contribution to nature and the environment.
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We are reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the atmosphere to combat climate 
change. We believe that the Paris Climate Treaty, the signatory, will create a clean 
environment, a livable world for future generations. We are doing sectorial preparations 
for the transition to low-carbon production and we are monitoring developments 
closely.

We brought negotiations between our country and the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD), which started in 2012 to establish an OECD 
Competitiveness Center in Istanbul, to the final stage. The Center will operate in the 
field of policy research and design to improve competitiveness and will also follow a 
regional base in the OECD's regional programs.

WE SHARE GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS WITH THE 
PARIS CLIMATE TREATY

WE CAME TO THE FINAL 
PHASE OF ESTABLISHIN 
OECD COMPETITIVE 
CENTER
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For products which are partially or completely contributed to production by 
Syrian refugees, in view of the following rule, which is based on the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) basic rules and requires equal treatment of the product of 
each Member State In order to ensure exemption from the Most Favored Country 
rule we are trying to provide integration of the Syrian refugees in our country and 
the world economy with the number of 3 million in our country.

We have participated in the World Trade Organization (WTO) 11th Ministerial 
Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina on December 10-13, 2017 and have shown that 
we are in favor of free, fair and open trade against rising protectionism in global trade. 
We also conducted bilateral talks with major countries to develop bilateral relations 
and work to increase cooperation in the multilateral arena. We follow all kinds of 
developments in global trade and evaluate every opportunity to contribute to the 
foreign trade of our country

"Market Barriers Working Group" was established under the "Market Access Committee in 
order to discuss the obstacles in front of the market for planning of market entry activities, 
in order to produce a solution to the market entry barriers that our exporters meet in 
foreign markets, coordination between the public and private sector institutions and the 
implementation of the implementation of our Ministry 

The Working Group has been carrying out work since 2009 for the resolution of problems 
by evaluating the barriers to which the exporters are notified in the foreign markets, both 
in terms of international agreements and the local legislation of the relevant country.

The diversity and generic ability of the issues addressed to the Working Group has 
revealed the need to share information in this area. In the context of this requirement, a 
decision has been taken to prepare the Market Barriers Report for a certain number of 
countries.

WE CARRY OUT STUDIES TO PROVIDE 
INTEGRATION OF SYRIAN REFUGES TO THE 
COUNTRY AND THE WORLD ECONOMY

WE CONTINUE TO PROTECT POSITIONS OF OUR 
COUNTRY WITHIN THE FRAME OF MULTI-LATERAL 
TRADE SYSTEM 

WE FIND SOLUTION FOR MARKET 
BARRIERS 
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The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, in which our country has actively participated in 
negotiations and preparations for entry into force, aimed at simplifying the procedures 
and procedures for export and import, and reducing the number of formalities, of the 
trade deputies that they are subject to in international markets, especially in customs 
operations. The Agreement on Facilitation of Trade, entered into force on 22 February 
2017, has already been ratified by 126 WTO Members.

Our country, in terms of customs and foreign trade infrastructure, has a good position 
among similar countries in the world. The implementation of the obligations under this 
agreement will not put an additional administrative burden on my country. However, 
especially our neighbors and neighboring countries, the simplification of trade 
procedures in developing countries and the reduction of formalities will facilitate the 
access of our exporters to international markets.

A panel was held at the meeting of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Dispute 
Settlement Body (DSB) on February 20, 2017 to discuss the antidumping measures 
imposed by Morocco on hot rolled sheet products originating from our country in the 
direction of the request of our country.

In addition, in relation to the countermeasures against the subsidy applied by the USA 
for the import of pipelines, carbon-welded tubes and pipes, rectangular thick carbon 
steel tubes and pipes and petroleum and drill pipes,
On June 19, 2017, a panel was established within the framework of WTO Dispute 
Settlement Mechanism.

The solution process continues for both disputes.

WE FACILITATE THE INTERNATIONAL 
PROCEDURES AND TRANSACTIONS WITH THE 
AGREEMENT OF FACILITATING THE TRADE 

WE PROTECT BENEFITS OF OUR COUNTRY 
IN INTERNATIONAL PLATFORMS

In this context, the second edition of the Market Barriers Report, which was prepared 
by our Ministry for the first time in 2015, was published in 2017 and presented to the 
merchants also including the assessment of 2016. 

In the report applications that can be described as Market barriers in, India, Iraq, Iran, 
Japan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Egypt, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Arab Emirates, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
Thailand, Turkmenistan and Ukraine are based on the year 2016.
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SERVICE TRADE 
AGREEMENTS

MULTI-SIDED SERVICE 
TRADE AGREEMENT (TISA) 
NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUED

Our main goal is: to liberalize the international trade of services and 
to remove trade barriers in front of service providers and investors. 
To this end, we are primarily negotiating bilateral and multilateral 
agreements.

At the same time, we are closely monitoring the work carried out 
on international platforms, especially the WTO and the OECD, on 
international trade in services.

We are party to the 23 WTO member states including EU-28 and negotiations of 
the ongoing Multi-Service Trade Agreements TiSA since 2012. Within the scope of 
negotiations, new rules and conditions are set for international trade of services.

The transitory circulation issue of real person service providers has been addressed 
through the text developed in our country and it is certain that the final session will 
take place. In this framework, we intend not to implement the visa and work permit 
procedures that regulate the temporary entry of the real person service providers into 
the country in a way that would simplify the process and create an obstacle to the 
service trade.

In the international freight forwarding sector, we moved the barriers to service 
trade to the negotiating table. This area provided a very ambitious text as a draft 
agreement proposal to abolish the practices which restrict trade in the sector, the 
implementation of mandatory route applications, discriminatory regulations and 
drivers in the country.

Within the framework of the TiSA negotiations, text negotiation is being conducted 
on the basis of the main agreement text and on the 17 agreements already negotiated; 
on the other hand the commitments that set the conditions of entry to the market are 
being negotiated. 

The negotiations, which were suspended in November 2016, are expected to be 
resumed in the next period.
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We have completed the Competitiveness 
Analysis project of the Service Sectors

WE HAVE NEGOTIATED THE 
SERVICE TRADE ISSUES WITHIN 
THE SCOPE OF NEW GENERATION 
FREE TRADING AGREEMENTS (FTA)
We have completed service trade negotiations with Singapore in the context 
of STA. The Agreement entered into force on 1 October 2017.

The internal approval process for the service trade agreement in South Korea 
and our FTA framework continues.

We are negotiating service trade with FTA negotiations with Pakistan, Ukraine 
and Japan.

We continue to discuss service trade issues under the revision of our existing 
STAs. In this scope;

Bosnia and Herzegovina, EFTA and Serbia have completed service trade 
negotiations.

We continue negotiations with Georgia and Malaysia. 

We accelerated the negotiations with the aim of completing the Service Trade 
and Investment Agreement with the Russian Federation as soon as possible.

We completed the Service Sectors 
Competitiveness Analysis Project 
for assessment of international 
comparative competitiveness of 
service sectors by international indices 
for 17 service sectors and the analysis 
of the economic impact of possible 
service trade agreements is within the 
scope of sample policy applications 
from countries considered highly 
competitive in service sectors.  
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WE CONTRIBUTED 
TO REMOVE THE 
OBSTACLES 
BEFORE THE 
EXPORT   
By actively using bilateral, regional and multilateral platforms, including 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), we are struggling with other country 
implementations that may hinder our export products.

In order to prevent the technical impediments that our exporters face and 
technical co-operation with the relevant countries Technical Cooperation 
Agreements with People's Republic of China, Ukraine, Israel, Bulgaria, Lebanon, 
Iran, Azerbaijan and Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus were signed, Advisory 
and Business Union Mechanisms have been realized. Work is also continuing on 
signing similar agreements with countries that are important for our exports.

In order not to negatively affect exports of pre-shipment inspection applications 
of the countries concerned, especially Iraq, and attempts were made for 
surveillance companies in the respective country authorities our exporters are 
informed about the applications. Support for initiatives by Turkish conformity 
assessment companies to empower these countries. 

To ensure that our export products are not subject to technical barriers due 
to halal certification necessary coordination with relevant institutions and 
organizations is provided.  

In order to explain the quality and safety of Halal certified Turkish products, 
and for the "branding" of Halal Turkish products In order to contribute to the 
development of our export, and with our advanced quality infrastructure, our 
country continues to work towards the goal of becoming a leading and leading 
country in the global halal market. 

Halal Standards and Documentation
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WE HAVE 
ORGANIZED 
EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 
WITH TURKIC 
REPUBLICS 
AND RELATIVE 
COMMUNITIES 
Within the framework of the protocol signed between the Ministry of Economy 
and the Turkish Business Association and Development Agency (TIKA) in 2007, the 
financial support of TIKA and other public institutions and private sector organizations 
"Education Programs for Turkic Republics and Relative Communities" started to be 
organized.
Within the scope of the programs aimed at increasing the information exchange 
between the Turkic Republics and the Relative Communities in the field of economic, 
commercial, scientific and technical cooperation;

Bureaucrats and academicians working in foreign trade, economics and development 
areas in the Turkish Republics and Relative Communities are invited to Turkey. 
Ministry of Economy, public and public institutions as well as a number of established 
experts are provided with training in areas of activity. A total of 223 bureaucrats 
and academicians from 10 countries participated in the 9 Turkish Republics Training 
Program organized since 2008.
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WE STRENGTHEN 
ECONOMIC AND 
COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
EU WHICH IS OUR 
MOST IMPORTANT 
PARTNER

Thanks to the strong economic and commercial relations with the EU and 
the confidence environment established in the economy. EU's share of 
direct international investment in the country reached about 68% in 2002-
2017. As of September 2017, the share of EU member countries in direct 
investments is 76%.

We have tripled our exports by effectively utilizing the advantages created by the Customs 
Union, which forms the basis of our commercial relations with the European Union.

In the last 14 years, our exports to the EU Member States have increased from $ 20 billion to 
$ 68 billion. 

Approximately half of our exports are made to EU member countries. With the opportunities 
provided by our exporters in the EU market, the ratio of imports to exports, which was 80% 
in 2002, increased to 89% in 2016. 

In the last 14 years, exports to EU member countries have increased by 68.4 billion dollars 
from 20.5 billion dollars. ($ 60.5 billion in the first ten months of 2017) Approximately half 
of our exports are made to EU member countries. With the possibilities provided by our 
exporters in the EU market, the ratio of imports to exports, which was 80% in 2002, rose to 
88% in 2016. (88% in the first ten months of 2017)

With the increase in competitiveness experienced in our economy, the share of high added 
products in our exports to the EU increased. The share of exports of electrical-electronic, 
motor vehicles and machinery to the EU has increased from 27% to 38% in our overall 
exports. (41% in the first ten months of 2017)
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CUSTOMS UNION 
IS BEING UPDATED 
COMMERCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC 
INTEGRATION 
WITH EU FURTHER 
DEVELOPS

We have begun the process of updating the Customs Union in order to move  
the achievements of the Customs Union for 22 years, which is in effect, to a 
higher level in the face of the changing circumstances in our country and in the 
world.

The decision to launch the update process, which will enable us to fully benefit 
from the advantages of the Customs Union, was taken in 2014.

In this direction, it is aimed to improve the functioning of the Customs Union, 
the mutual development of agricultural concessions, the enlargement of the EU 
with preferential trade and economic relations including public procurement, 
e-commerce and services.

In this respect, Turkish companies will be able to participate in public procurement 
in Europe, which can operate in all areas of the services sector in Europe. Our 
people will achieve EU standards in quality and price in agricultural products

Turkey, associated with the EU Customs Union will be consultation and decision 
making mechanisms, including more effective.

Simultaneous use of the Free Trade Agreements, which the EU has signed with 
third countries, will be ensured.

Technical road barriers will be removed in front of our export,  
 
All preparations were completed on both sides. Negotiations will begin after the 
EU Commission receives authorization from the Council.
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WITH THE EU TOGETHER 
WITH OUR CUSTOMS 
UNION AND FTA’S, IN 
2017, OUR EXPORTERS 
PROVIDED ACCESS 
TO 60% OF OUR EXPORT 
MARKETS WITH MORE 
FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS

We are negotiating a new generation of comprehensive and deep Free Trade 
Agreements (FTAs) that include areas such as goods trading, services and 
investments to increase our exports, strengthen our industry's competitiveness and 
attract foreign capital to our country.

Since 2002, we have completed 18 FTA negotiations and put them into effect.We 
currently have 23 countries and STAs, 21 of which are in force.

EFTA is currently in effect with Israel, Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Palestine, 
Tunisia, Morocco, Syria, Egypt, Albania, Georgia, Montenegro, Serbia, Chile, Jordan, 
Mauritius, South Korea, Malaysia, Moldova, Faroe Islands and Singapore Thanks 
to our FTAs, we are developing our foreign trade in neighboring and neighboring 
countries as well as neighboring countries, and our exporters are able to compete in 
foreign markets on equal terms with their competitors, especially the entrepreneurs 
of EU countries, and increase our country's international competitiveness through 
mutual investments. We aim to put our FTAs, which we have signed with Lebanon 
and Kosovo, into force as soon as possible.

Turkey One of the Top 10 Countries with the 
Most Free Trade Agreement in the World
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The agreements that our country has recently concluded are part of a new 
generation of FTAs in line with the goal of expanding and deepening the 
scope of FTAs in the world. In this framework, the Singapore FTA, which 
entered into force on October 1, 2017, is the first generation FTA of our 
country and includes services, investments and public procurement. The 
"Investment Agreement" and the "Service Trade Agreement" signed on 
February 26, 2015 within the scope of expanding the scope of the South 
Korean FTA will enter into force upon completion of the internal approval 
processes. We have completed negotiations with Serbia on the inclusion of 
FTA's trade in services and the development of FTA coverage.

While negotiating new FTAs on the one hand, studies are being carried 
out in order to update our current FTAs in accordance with today's needs. 
Negotiations with Serbia and EFTA in this framework were completed in 
2017 and we are working with Georgia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Malaysia, 
Moldova and Montenegro to expand the scope of existing FTAs to include 
areas such as investments and services. 
 
Our country, which is among the top 10 countries with the highest FTA in 
the world, will continue to pursue active FTA policy within the framework 
of our export target of 500 billion dollars in the coming period.

Turkey Expands 
the Content of Existing 
FTAs in Addition to 
the Comprehensive 
Singapore FTA
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We are actively conducting FTA negotiations with Ukraine, Indonesia, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Pakistan, Japan, Thailand, Sudan, Djibouti and Qatar in 
this framework.

We are aiming to conclude negotiations at the level of Ukraine and Ministers at 
the level of 2018. We are continuing intensive negotiations with Japan on STA. We 
will complete negotiations on Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement with 
Qatar in 2018. We have officially announced that FTA negotiations with Thailand 
and Indonesia have been initiated. Turkey-Sudan FTA was signed in Khartoum 
on December 24, 2017 and is expected to enter into force in 2018 following the 
completion of the internal approval process. As Mexico concentrates on the 
problems that it has with the United States, we will revive discontinued negotiations. 
We continue our negotiations with Ecuador, Colombia and Peru to complete the 
negotiations as soon as possible. We aim to increase our share of world trade by 
providing comprehensive commercial provisions, including services and investments, 
in these FTAs on a mutual will basis. 
 
Congo Democratic Republic, Cameroon, Chad, Seychelles, Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Libya, we are working to revitalize the FTA negotiation processes that 
started with MERCOSUR but have stopped progressing for various reasons.

On the other hand, we wish to start FTA negotiations with a group of 8 countries / 
countries, which have a significant share in world trade, including the US, Canada 
and India. In addition, we are conducting negotiations to conclude a broad and 
comprehensive FTA in the mid-long term to protect the market entry advantages of 
the short-term with the UK, which will be leaving the EU due to the Brexit process.

Turkey Conducts FTA Negotiations 
with 27 Countries And Initiatives To 
Begin Negotiation
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WE REALIZED 
INVESTMENT 
INCENTIVE SYSTEM 
REFORMS

From 2002 until today, we have had important legal arrangements to 
support our investors. In each legislation we put into practice, we focused 
more on the needs of our country and on the demands of the real sector 
than before, and we performed a more successful performance.

First, in 2006, we introduced our incentive legislation

Subsequently, in 2009 we put the regional and sectorial incentive system 
back into force, and we took steps that formed the basis of the present 
system. With this system, we invested a lot of support from employment 
support to financial support with a series of arrangements that will turn 
investors' investment aspirations into reality.

We Encourage Turkey for Sustainable 
Growth and Development. We say "we 
are ready" for Global Competition
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We put the Republican history's most 
comprehensive and investor-friendly 
incentive system into effect as of January 
1, 2012, and we have implemented many of 
the investor's best practices. 

WE HAVE ACTUALIZED 
CURRENT SUPPORT 
SYSTEM WHICH IS 
REGION, SECTOR, 
TECHNOLOGY 
AND COMPETITIVE 
FOCUSED

With this system;

We have directed savings to high added value investments,

We increased production and employment,

We have up our international competitive power,

We accelerated investment in high technology content,

We have increased international direct investments,

We reduced regional disparities.
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INVESTMENT 
INCENTIVES SYSTEM

REGIONAL INCENTIVES
It aims to reduce the development 

gap between the provinces and 
increase the production and export 

potential of the provinces

GENERAL INCENTIVES
It covers all investments other 
than those that are not to be 
subsidized.

PRIORITY INVESTMENT 
CONDITIONS
It is aimed to support 
certain investment topics 
with the support of the 5th 
Region.

LARGE SCALE 
INVESTMENTS
Investments that enhance competition 
and superior technology and R & D 
capacity are supported.

STRATEGIC 
INVESTMENTS

High added-value 
investments are supported, 
contributing to reduction in 

the current de�cit.

Incentive System Components

The incentive system consists of 5 components, each focused 
on different objectives, including General Incentive Practices, 
Regional Incentive Practices, Large Scale Investments, Priority 
Investments, and Strategic Investments.
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Supporting Features

VAT Exemption  

   

Customs Tax 
Exemption

Tax Discount 
Insurance Premium

Employer Share 
Support

Income Tax Stoppage 

Support (6th region)

Insurance Premium 
Worker Support 
(6th region)

Interest Support

Investment

Location

Vat exemption 

General Incentive 
Applications

Regional 
Encouragement 

Practices

Promotion of 
Prioritized 

Investments

Encouragement 
of Large Scale 
Investments

Promotion of 
Strategic 

Investments

COST REDUCING REASONABLE SUPPORTS
Supporting elements in incentive system

Within the scope of our incentive system, we provide investors with 9 support varying 
depending on the component involved, including tax, financial, employment and 
investment support. And we are significantly reducing investment costs.

We recognize VAT Exemption for investment goods machinery and  
equipment.

We exempt imported machinery and equipment from Customs Duty.

We provide tax reductions up to 65% of the investment amount.

In certain investments in the manufacturing sector in 2017-2018, the Tax Reduction 
Amount reaches 80% of the investment amount.

With SGK Support and Income Tax Withholding Support, we reduce the employer's 
employment burden.

With Interest Support, we are relieving the investor's financial burden.

We allocate investment place to investors.

In the context of investment, we provide VAT returns for building-construction 
expenditures.

In 2017, we brought VAT reclamation opportunity to building construction expenditures 
covered by all incentive certificates held in the manufacturing sector. We will continue this 
practice in 2018 as well.
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Kırklareli

Tekirdağ İstanbul

Kocaeli
Sakarya

Düzce

Bilecik
Bursa

Yalova

Çanakkale

Balıkesir

Manisa
Uşak

İzmir

Aydın Denizli

Burdur
Muğla

Antalya

Konya

Ankara
Eskişehir

Kütahya

Aksaray

Niğde

Adana
Osmaniye

Kayseri

Yozgat

Nevşehir

Kırşehir

Kırıkkale

Kastamonu
Bartın

Zonguldak
Karabük

Sinop

Samsun

Tokat
Amasya

Ordu Giresun
Gümüşhane

Bayburt

Trabzon Rize
Artvin

Ardahan

Kars

Iğdır
ÇorumÇankırıBolu

Sivas

Malatya

Erzincan

Tunceli

Diyarbakır

ŞanlıurfaGaziantep

Kilis
Hatay

Mersin

Karaman
Mardin

Erzurum

Van

Ağrı

Bitlis

Hakkari
Şırnak

SiirtBatman

MuşBingöl

Elazığ

Adıyaman
Kahramanmaraş

Isparta

Afyonkarahisar

Edirne

1. Zone 2. Zone 3. Zone 4. Zone 5. Zone 6. Zone

WE REDUCE REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DISPARITIES, 
INCREASE REGIONAL AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND 
RESTLESSNESS
Regional Incentive System

SEGE 2011 - 6

We distinguished 6 regions according to socio-economic development level.

We aim to reduce the developmental distinction between provinces and increase 
the production and export potentials of the provinces.

We support more investments in underdeveloped provinces.

In Region 6, all investments can benefit from regional incentives. We offer private 
employment and financing support for this region.

We provide 6th Region support to the investments in OIZs 4th and 5th Region 
under the "Attraction Centers Program".
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WE PROVIDE MORE SUPPORT 
TO INVESTMENTS THAT WILL 
BENEFIT COMPETITIVENESS 
AND TO OBSERVE NATIONAL 
INTERESTS

Investments have priority
We support the investments defined as "Prioritized Investment" with the support 
of the 5th Region without considering the investment.

Which Investments have priority?
Education, mining, defense, certain automotive and tourism investments, 
domestic coal-based thermal power plants, high technology investments and 
some important investments are in the forefront.
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WE OFFER 
EXTREMELY 
ATTRACTIVE 
INCENTIVES 
TO IMPORTS 
DEPENDENCE 
AND CURRENT 
DEFICIT 
REDUCTIONS 
INVESTMENTS.
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STRATEGIC INVESTMENT INCENTIVES
We are Offering Extremely Attractive Incentives to 
Imports Dependence and Current Deficit Reductions 
Investments. We integrated the concept of "Strategic 
Investment", which refers to investments with high R 
& D content, high technology and high added value, 
which will reduce import dependency of intermediary 
goods in the growth potential sectors. 

We support the investment of strategic investments 
with high added value for the production of 
intermediary goods or products, which is covered 
by imports with more than 50%, with high support 
intensity in whichever region of Turkey.
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WE GIVE MORE 
SUPPORT TO LARGE 
INVESTMENTS
Large-Scale Investment Incentive

We Give More Support For High-Medium 
High Technology Investments For 
Technological Transformation

We defined some of the investment topics in the high and 
medium-high technology product group as "Large-scale 
Investment" in the current system.

With this application, we are more supportive of investments in 
high and medium high technology sectors such as automotive, 
chemical, aerospace in certain sizes.

We have given priority to the subjects mentioned above the and we make use 
of the 5th Region support.

Even if the medium-high technology investments are carried out in the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd regions, we make use of the 4th Region support.

Existing in the high-tech industry class that the OECD has identified;

Medicine,

Manufacture of all kinds of data processing machines,

Manufacture of all kinds of communication equipment  
and devices,

Manufacture of medical instruments, precision and optical instruments,

Production of goods such as air and space vehicles. 
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PROJECT FOCUSED 
AND FLEXIBLE A  
BRAND NEW 
INCENTIVE 
MECHANISM
Project Based Incentive System

We support innovative, R & D intensive and high added value investments 
that will meet our country's current and future needs, provide supply 
security, reduce external dependency and contribute to the realization of our 
technological transformation as "project-based".

We create a flexible incentive mechanism that has not been implemented 
before, with different support and concessions for each project, taking into 
account the size of the investment, the technology it will bring, the added value 
it will provide, the employment to be created and the potential for export. 

Thus, we use the public source more effectively by providing state support 
for project needs directly.
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Project Based Incentive Supports

Within the scope of granting project based incentives to investments; 
In addition to the existing incentives, we offer the following facilities;

Tax exemption for corporations up to 10 years,

Free transfer right on the treasury real estate by the free  easement on 
treasury real estate,

Covering part of the operating period energy consumption 
expenditures,

Provision of wage support for qualified personnel,

Premium and tax support for employment,

Investment partnership,

Grant support,

Purchase guarantee,

Infrastructure support,

We provide support in terms of facilitating the processes related to 
permissions, assignments, licenses, licenses and registrations.

Tax Support Employment 
Supports Funding Supports

Investment 
Locations Other Supports

VAT 
Exception

Customs Tax 
Exemption

Tax Refund 
or Exception

VAT Fee

Insurance 
Primary 

Employee Hope 
Support

Income Tax 
Stoppage 
Support

Qualified 
Personnel 
Support

Energy
Support

Interest 
Support
Or Grant
Support

Capital
Contribution

Public 
Procurement

Guarantee

Infrastructure
Support

Permission,  Allocation,
License,  License and

Registration 
Convenience
Or Exception

Place of 
Investment
Allocation
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With the 2012/3305 Numbered  
"New Incentive System" 
enforced by the "Decree on 
State Aids in Investment" 
we have provided several 
regulations to our investors.

Between 2002-2009, we increased the fixed investment 
amount of TL 6 million per document per TL 19 million by 
regional and sectorial incentive system.

According to the previous 
65-month turnover (08 January 
2007- 19 June 2012) in investment 
incentive certificates held in 
the current decision period 
(20 June 2012 - 30 November 
2017); an increase of 71% on unit 
basis, 188% on projected fixed 
investment and 61% on projected 
employment was provided.

INVESTMENT 
INCENTIVE 
STATISTICS 
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We reached the top In terms of the 
number of Investment Incentive 
Certificates  As of the first 11 months 
of 2017

In 2017, historical records were broken, leaving behind the 
documentary, fixed investment and employment levels.

With the 6,899 investment incentive certificates and the fixed 
investment amount of TL 168.9 billion set forth in these documents, the 
year 2017 was the year when the highest levels of document investment 
and fixed investment amounted to only the first 11 months.

When these investments are realized, we will provide 201,704 
additional employment
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We Provide Interest Support 
to Mitigate Investors' Need for 
Financing

2010
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0
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WE SOLVE THE INVESTOR'S 
FINANCING PROBLEM, WE 
REDUCE THE EMPLOYMENT 
BURDEN!

A part of the interest of investment loans covered by the incentive 
certificate is met by our Ministry.

The total amount transferred to the investors reached 804 million TL.

Interest support transfers increased by TL 32 million annually

Distribution of interest support according to years - million TL
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We Support For Employment 
Increase, We Become A Partner 
To Investors' Insurance Premiums

All Insurance Premiums Are Paid In  
15 Provinces Included To 6th Region
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The insurance premium employer's share calculated on the 
legal minimum wage for the additional employment provided 
by the investment is covered by our Ministry. 

A total of 995 million TL was provided to the investors with the 
application started in February 2011 period. 

In this context, the total number of people benefiting from 
the support during the last 7 years reached 4.8 million.

In addition to the share of the insurance premium employer calculated on the 
legal minimum wage for the additional employment provided by investment in 
the 15 provinces in the 6th Region, the share of insurance premium workers is 
also covered by the Ministry.

A total of TL 383 million was provided to investors in the region.

In this context, the cumulative total number of beneficiaries benefiting from the 
monthly basis was 966 thousand

Distribution of employment payments by years - million TL
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Structural Reforms in Foreign 
Direct Investments

INTERNATIONAL 
DIRECT 
INVESTMENTS

The Direct Foreign Investment Law, adopted in 2003, is an important part of this 
development process as a reflection of our country's commitment to international 
business integration and integration and the will to reform. With this law, the 
distinction between domestic and foreign investors and the requirement of 
permission has been lifted in our country, and international companies have been 
increasingly interested in the investment potential in our country.

During the period 1975-2001, a total of around 14 billion dollars of direct investment 
has been realized in our country, besides the political and macroeconomic stability 
provided in the period of 2002-2017 / October, due to market-friendly regulations 
and the will of reform, cumulative direct investment has increased by about 14 
times to reach $ 189.6 billion.

In this period when we can attract direct investments of an average  
of 11.9 billion dollars per year,   Turkey's share 
of total direct investments in the world has also 
increased from an average of 0.2% to an average of 
0.9% on a cumulative basis.

As a matter of fact, as of the end of 2001, a total 
of 4,564 companies with international capital are 
operating in our country, By 2017 / October, the 
number of companies with international capital 
increased by about 13 times to 57,649.
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The Coordination Council for the Improvement of the Investment Environment 
(YOIKK), which was established under the "Reform Program for the Improvement 
of the Investment Environment in Turke" adopted by the Council of Ministers' 
Decision dated 11 December 2001 and numbered 2001/10, has been carrying out 
important works for the improvement of the investment environment for 15 years.

In recent years, YOIKK, a successful example of collaborative work between the 
public and private sectors, has a dynamic structure. The framework structure of 
this framework has been updated in line with the increasing performance of the 
economy and the changing priorities of the private sector.

With the Council of Ministers' Resolution 2014/1 dated January 4, 2016, YOIKK 
studies are under the chairmanship of the Deputy Prime Minister with the 
coordination and monitoring of investments and the secretariat activities are 
carried out by the Ministry.

IMPROVEMENT 
OF INVESTMENT 
ENVIRONMENT
The highest level representatives of the 
public and private sector come together in 
the YOIKK Platform to evaluate and solve 
the investment environment problems.

Since 2007, 734 action items that will solve the problems of the private sector 
investment environment have been worked on the YOIKK platform.

In this framework, 298 action items have been realized to life and important 
improvements have been made in the field of investment environment.

19 actions were realized from the actions taken in the 2016-2017 YOIKK Action Plan.

Investment Environment Studies have been 
carried out since 2007 on the basis of Action 
Plans determined by 10 Technical Committees in 
YOIKK
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INVESTMENT 
ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 
MEETINGS
Assessments of Senior Managers of 
Multinational Corporations Related 
to the Investment Environment are 
Addressed by Investment Advisory 
Council Meetings held in the 
Presidency of our Prime Minister

The Investment Advisory Council (IAC) is a high level platform with the participation 
of senior representatives of the World Bank and the IMF and a limited number of 
global multinational company leaders under the presidency of Mr. Prime Minister.

It is aimed to improve our investment environment by taking the recommendations 
and suggestions of the participants in Turkey's reform studies and investment policies 
with the IAC meetings held 9 times since 2004.

Since 2004, 79 multinational companies from 23 different countries and 24 
different sectors have participated in IAC meetings. At the last meeting in 2016, 
19 multinational companies from 13 different countries and 9 different sectors 
attended the meeting. 13 of them were members of the council for the first time. 

9th The IAC meeting was held at the Dolmabahçe Study Office on October 27, 2016 
under the presidency of Prime Minister Mr. Binali YILDIRIM. The meeting was attended 
by Mr. Cyril Muller, Vice President of the World Bank and senior executives from 19 
different international companies.

The issues expressed by the participants were shared with the relevant public 
institutions and organizations at the meeting point, so that the activities carried out 
in accordance with the recommendations are being followed.
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The Knowledge and Accumulation we 
have obtained in the field of Investment 
Environment have been shared since 
2008 with Demanding Countries. 

EXPERIENCE 
SHARING 

The Experience Sharing Program, which was launched in 2008 in order to share 
the knowledge gained in institutional sense with the countries in need regarding 
the process of improving the investment environment in Turkey,  continues to be 
shared with interested international experts every year at seminars organized 
with the participation of different countries and country groups.

During the last fifteen years of Turkey, the experience gained in the investment 
climate reform process built on the public-private sector dialogue has been  
shared, and in the programs to which the implementation experience has been 
transferred to countries that are working in this direction, participants are aware  
of the progress Turkey has made in this area, and from the perspective of  
Turkey, opportunities to improve their investment climate in their 
 own countries.

More than 300 experts from 44 countries have participated in the training 
programs realized within the framework of the Turkey Experience Sharing 
Program in the last 10 years.

Finally, 28 experts from 24 different countries participated in the Capacity Building 
Program for the Experts of the Islamic Development Bank Member Countries, held 
between 19-23 December 2016.

PROGRAMS 
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WE HAVE TRANSFORMED OUR 
FREE ZONES MORE ATTRACTIVE 
AND COMPETITIVE INVESTMENT 
LOCATIONS

WE HAVE REMOVED THE 
EXCHANGE USE OBLIGATORY IN 
FREE ZONES

We have made our free zones, which are ready investment infrastructures for 
foreign trade, more competitive.

By 2016 and 2017, we have increased our international  
competitiveness, strengthened our investment properties and  
acquired new visions.

In 2004, with the vision of production bases for export, we got the vision 
of logistic service production bases for the vision of free zones where 
manufacturing bases are being converted.

We opened the free zone investment areas to investments defined as "project-
based", "strategic", "priority" and "large scale" by the Council of Ministers.

With the decision numbered 2017/10718, including all services in the territory of the 
firm operating in the free zones and services provided for the free zone operator 
companies, all kinds of payments can be made as foreign currency or Turkish lira. 
With this new arrangement, the vision of contributing to the strengthening of 
our national currency, free zone companies have been able to operate in a more 
favorable environment for the needs of commercial life.
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WE HAVE IMPLEMENTED MORE 
INTEGRATED AND VISIONARY FREE 
ZONE SYSTEM WITH NATIONAL 
ECONOMY  

Exemption from Customs Duty, VAT and other customs liabilities

Stamp Tax and Mortgage Exemption

Property tax exemption

Partial exemption from VAT for export cargo handling

75% discount on service fees to be paid to building inspection companies

Exemption from Revenue and Corporate Tax for the gains from the sale of manufactured goods, 

Withholding tax exemption in case of exporting at least 85% of the manufactured goods, 

TRT exemption for electricity exemption

Exemption from Revenue and Institutional Taxes for maintenance-repair, 
assembly, disassembly, handling, sorting, packaging, labeling, testing and 
storage services to be provided from free zones to all overseas customers.

Strategic, priority or large scale investments and resetting 
of special account fees during investments determined to be 
supported on a project basis in terms of sector and quality.

85% reduction of the export requirement in the application of the 
withholding tax exemption.

General Free Zone Incentives (All Activities)

Additional Incentives Provided to Manufacturers

Additional incentives for moving Project-based, 
Strategic, Priority and Large Scale Investments into 
Free Zones.

Free Zones: To Be Our New 
Logistics Base
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ECONOMIC 
CONTRIBUTION OF  
FREE ZONES  
CONTINUES 

The total annual trade volume reached $ 19.03 billion by the end of 
2016, from $ 11 billion in 2002.

1,990 companies are active in 18 active free zones, of which 1449 are 
domestic and 541 are foreign. While the number of production licenses 
was 495 in 2002, it reached 969 by the end of November 2017.

The number of directly employed persons, which was 28,750 in 2002, 
reached 68,181 as of the end of November 2017.

From 1986 when our domestic and foreign private sector was in 
operation, 597.8 million dollars was invested in 2002 and 4.35 billion 
dollars was invested in 2003-2016 period.

The share of the Free Zone Founder-Operator Companies in the 
total investment is 9.7% and 477 million dollars. (The share of public 
investment is only 34.9 million dollars with 0.7%.).

In 2003-2016 this figure was realized as 918.6 million dollars. As of the 
end of 2016, the cumulative amount reached 1.26 billion dollars
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FREE ZONE ACTIVITIES 
ARE READY TO 
INTEGRATE SBBUP AND 
SEB-ATLAS AND E-STATE 

Ministry of Economy

TUIK MASAK 
customs and trade 
Ministry

In order to follow the transactions performed in free zones more regularly and reliably and 
sharing information between all related institutions and organizations through a networked 
program, In 2012, "Free Zone Computer Application Program (SBBUP) Project" was put 
into practice. The institutions and organizations benefiting from the project are:

Under the name of SEB-ATLAS, the project "Establishment of Geographical Information 
System and Process Management Automation in Free Zones" in the Ministry of Economy 
2014-2016 Investment Program has been realized. and all active free regions available are 
included in the system.

General Directorate of Free Zones, Foreign Investments and Services

Free Zone Directorates

Region Founder-Operator Companies

Firms operating in the region
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Overseas Contracting and Technical 
Consultancy Services are the most 
Competitive Sector of Exports in 
Currency Making Services
The total value of 9,173 projects undertaken in 119 different countries 
from 1972, when Turkish contractors took over the project for the first 
time abroad, until December 2017, reached 350,9 billion dollars.

While the cumulative project value of 1972-2002 period was 49.8 billion 
dollars, this value was 301 billion dollars in December 2003-2017 period.

The total number of projects undertaken in 2002 was 206 and the total 
value of the projects was 4.5 billion dollars. The contracting project has 
reached a record level in 2012 and 2013, exceeding 30 billion dollars 
per year. Despite the fall in oil prices and political instability, in 2016, 
182 projects with a total value of $ 10 billion were undertaken, and by 
December 201, 175 projects worth $ 11.6 billion were undertaken by 
December.

Among the 250 largest international contracting firms in the world, 46 
Turkish firms are located.
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OUR SERVICE 
EXPORTS 
GROWS RAPIDLY

New developing production and consumption patterns, technological 
innovations and new ways of doing business are causing rapid and 
effective changes in world trade. In this process, the developments in the 
service sector are progressing strikingly. In this framework, our country is 
closely following developments and implementing active policies.

Our service exports amounted to 37 billion dollars in 2016 and Turkey ranks 
29th in the world and 39th in service imports with approximately 0.8% share 
of global service exports.

According to CBRT statistics, achieved a service revenues of $ 37.5 billion 
in the January-October period of 2017, our country registered an increase 
of approximately 32% over the same period of the previous year, with an 
increase in net service trade amounting to $ 18.2 billion.

Our aim is to achieve a sustainable success that we have achieved in  
service exports and to make our country a world brand in service  
sectors.

To achieve this reason Within the scope of Decree No. 2015/8 on the 
Supporting of Foreign Currency Earning Service Trade, health tourism, 
information, film, education, management consultancy, real estate, 
publishing and logistics sectors have been identified as key sectors that 
will create a leap in our exports and our service exporters in related 
sectors have been actively supported in 2016 and 2017.

The activities of our companies operating in the supported sectors and our 
business associations' access to the foreign markets and their work in these 
markets are supported by our Ministry.
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And also, service sectors in order to sustain international 
competitiveness and increase service exports Our Ministry 
has implemented the Brand / TURQUALITY® support program 
to encourage the service sector after the goods sector with a 
branding perspective. 
 
Within the scope of the Decree No. 2015/9 on "Service Sector 
Branding Programs", which is also known as "Service Sector 
Branding Program" our Ministry is supported by the activities of 
our institutions in the service sector to become regional and global 
brands.

Currently, health tourism, transportation (freight transport, 
passenger transport, infrastructure services), retail, information, 
education, accommodation, gastronomy and film sectors can 
benefit from the program.

Within the scope of state aid schemes for foreign exchange earning 
service sectors 18.7 million TL in 2015, TL 49 million in 2016 and 
TL 40.6 million in the January-November period of 2017, Support 
payments totaling TL 130.8 million have been realized since 2012.

Other
0.54%

Gastronomy
6.74%

Education
6.82%

Informatics
28.15%

Health Tourism 
39.98%

Movie 
17.76%
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Within the Brand / TURQUALITY® program for the services sector, there are 
10 brands.

In addition, our Ministry is working on "2023 Service Export Strategy" in 
order to ensure that our service exports target can be reached within a 
holistic strategy.

In this context, the service sector, which constitutes the leading and 
potentially high sectors of our exports "Cultural Services", "Education 
Services", "Informatics-Software Services", "Contracting and Technical 
Consulting Services", "Passenger Transport Services", " and Logistics 
Services "," Tourism Services "and" Health Services "were completed by 
2016

A "2023 Service Exemption Strategy Draft" containing sectorial evaluations 
and action plans was prepared on the basis of the said studies.

It is planned that an effective implementation period will be implemented 
in the service sectors in 2018 by completing studies on the proposed draft.
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Foreign investments gain more 
and more importance in the world 
economic conjuncture

We attach importance 
to logistics sector 

Today, Turkish firms have been taking advantage of the market potential 
and cost advantages offered by the global economy, and have been 
focusing on opportunities in the context of comprehensive strategies. 
Our firms, which have established new production facilities with their 
own brands abroad, also increase the reputation of both Turkey and its 
companies by purchasing world famous brands on the other hand.

The statistics on Turkey's foreign direct capital investments are kept by 
our Ministry since 2015.

As of the end of 2016, the total capital position for investments realized 
by real and legal persons residing in our country abroad is 31 billion 
dollars.

Our priorities are to increase our exports, to expand our market 
share of our export products, and to ensure that our export 
products are delivered to the targeted markets at a reasonable 
cost. We aim to avoid the cost disadvantage caused by the 
geographical distance and to increase the competitiveness of 
our exporter-manufacturer firms in the target countries. Efforts 
are being made and steps are taken to increase the cost of 
alternative routes for our exporters and to increase the logistics 
capabilities of our country.
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We started Product Safety movement
In the field of Product Safety, we are preparing and implementing the same 
legislation as the European Union countries. Now our country's products are 
produced in quality and standards in developed countries.

We have revolutionized product safety. We pioneered the conduct of audits 
according to the rules of the European Union.

We control energy efficiency. We also prevent the import of inefficient devices, 
such as unsafe products.

We prepared the "Law on Preparation and Implementation of Technical 
Legislation on Products" numbered 4703 which is the basis of product safety in 
our country.

Thus, our citizens are more secure, our producers are more competitive, and the 
Turkish image is much higher.

We are not satisfied with that, we are working to make the existing system 
more effective. We prepared the "Draft Law on Product Security and Technical 
Regulations" to replace the Law No. 4703 and referred it to the Prime Ministry in 
December 2016. We intend to activate the market surveillance and control system 
including the e-commerce with the new draft law, increase the traceability of the 
products, increase deterrence and fairness in sanctions, inform the public in real 
sense about unsafe products and protect the image of Turkish goods in exports.
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Breakthrough in Product Safety 
Audits in Import, Import and 
Export Audits in Electronic Media 
We  Established TAREKS

We established Risk Based Control System for Foreign Trade (TAREKS) and 
provided import and export audits in electronic and risk-based manner.

Thanks to the web-based electronic system, our businessmen can make all 
application and follow-up transactions without electronic time and space limitation 
and they can receive the Control Document immediately in electronic environment.

With risk analysis, we focus on hazardous products and use resources more 
efficiently. Risky products are more rigorously audited. By using market 
surveillance and audit data in risk analysis on imports, we prevent the insecure 
products from entering our country.

As of July 17, 2017 we began to test many consumer products such as cell phones, 
electric appliances, refrigerators, washing machines, toys, etc., which are used 
intensively by consumers in daily life, we sent samples representing 85 million 
products in total to the test; we have prevented the entry of 4.5 million consumer 
products that are found to be inappropriate.

Thus, our country prevented the entry of insecure products into the internal 
market, preventing both our producers from unfair competition and preventing 
the health and safety of our consumers from falling into danger.
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Commercial Quality Controls 
will increase the Image of Our 
Agricultural Products Abroad

In order to protect the image of our country originated agricultural products 
in world markets and to increase the quality and competitive power; We carry 
out commercial quality control in accordance with international standards and 
practices in the export of fresh fruits and vegetables, dried and dried products, 
vegetable edible oils and 81 products in pulses group. However, with the company 
classification system, we provide convenience for exporters who export with their 
own brand, have sufficient technical infrastructure and employ qualified personnel.

In this way, we increase the commercial quality of our products so that we can see 
more demand from abroad and we encourage our companies to control themselves.
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We have supported the development 
of the quality infrastructure of our 
country.

We introduced to the country the conformity assessment marks, especially the 
CE Mark.

For product safety, we have opened up third party independent and competent 
conformity assessment / certification organizations.

We have started to appoint our nationally recognized bodies recognized 
internationally. We allowed our producers and exporters to take the testing 
and documentation services from within the country and prevented the foreign 
exchange from exporting abroad.

We have established the Association of Conformity Assessment, so we have 
created an institutional structure in the field of conformity assessment.

In import and export audits we have the opportunity to carry out special 
laboratory analyzes in laboratories accredited by TÜRKAK.

We have contributed to the creation and development of our EU funded projects 
and quality infrastructure system.

 1)  We concluded the Project of Supporting Quality Infrastructure in   
            Turkey with a budget of 13.5 million Euros between 2002-2007.

 2) We implemented the Project for Strengthening Quality     
           Infrastructure in Turkey with a budget of 4.8 million euros between   
           2010-2012.

We have organized seminars and organized symposiums in many places of our 
country with the aim of raising awareness of our producers and consumers with 
our Producer and Consumer Organizations in the field of product safety. 
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We brought a new understanding in 
Product Security Audit, established 
Market Surveillance and Audit System

We Contribute The Removal 
Of Technical Barriers In Front 
Of The Our Exports 

"Market Surveillance and Control (MSC)" practices have been underdeveloped, 
risk-focused application and the basis of producer and consumer friendly audit.

We attach great importance to MSC. We are coordinating MSC practices 
implemented by 10 different Institutions..

Within the framework of coordination duties, we have drawn up a road map for 
the activation of the MSC with the National MSC Strategic Documents for 2010-
2012, 2012-2014 and finally for 2015-2017.

In the last period, we are continuing our work towards the goal of our government 
"to evaluate the functioning of market surveillance and control systems and to 
establish a more effective implementation mechanism".

By actively using bilateral, regional and multilateral platforms including 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), we are struggling with other country 
implementations that could hinder our export products.

Technical Cooperation Agreements were signed with the People's Republic 
of China, Ukraine, Israel, Bulgaria, Lebanon, Iran, Azerbaijan and the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus in order to prevent the technical obstacles faced 
by our exporters and to develop technical cooperation with related countries. 
Consultation and Cooperation Mechanisms have been realized. Work is also 
continuing to sign similar agreements with countries that are important for export.

In order not to affect our exports adversely affecting pre-shipment review 
applications of the countries concerned, especially Iraq, initiatives are being 
taken by surveillance companies, the relevant country authorities, and our 
exporters are informed about the applications. Initiatives to ensure that Turkish 
conformity assessment bodies are authorized by these countries are supported.
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Technical Barrier for Trading 
Website
( www.teknikengel.gov.tr)

We have established the Trade Technical Barrier Web Site in order to 
inform other producers and exporters of the arrangements that other 
countries may be obstructing our exports and to share them interactively 
with our Ministry. www.teknikengel. gov.tr was realized in 2006. In 2015 it 
was restructured. We published 2326 notifications on the site in 2016, as 
well as daily on the e-mail addresses of our manufacturers and exporters. 
 
Under the WTO Agreement on Technical Cooperation in Trade our country 
as a Technical Barrier for Trade Information and Notification Center 
Since 2002, we have sent the notification of 98 countries to the WTO, 
we defended the practices of our country which was introduced to other 
countries   Our country also has the right to It was one of the first countries 
to implement the WTO Online Notification and Delivery System (TBTNSS), 
which was created in 2013.
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Halal Standards and Documentation
Due to the halal certification of our export products, necessary coordination 
is provided with the relevant institutions and organizations in order to avoid 
encountering technical obstacles and support is given to the work carried out in 
the dimension of trade diplomacy.

Our aim is to contribute to the development of our exports and to make our 
country a leading country in the global halal market with our advanced quality 
infrastructure by placing the perception that Turkish products with Halal certificate 
are high quality and safe.

The Islamic Countries Standards and Metrology Institute (SMIIC), the 
organization of the Islamic Business Association (OIT), was established in 
2010 under the leadership of our country, with the participation of 10 member 
countries and headquartered in Istanbul. Today SMIIC has 39 members.

SMIIC is continuing the necessary studies with the aim of establishing a system of 
halal certification and accreditation that will ensure mutual recognition of common 
halal standards, halal certificates to be accepted all over the world.

We have established Halal Accreditation Authority (HAK) as the first in the world 
to act on the halal accreditation in our country and to take the lead in the works 
carried out on the international accreditation of halal accreditation.
 
HAK, halal certified products and services will contribute to the increase of our 
exports, the acceptance of these products all over the world, the strengthening of 
the brand perception of our products and services, and the halal certification and 
accreditation activities for foreign companies / organizations. 

With HAK, the position of the leader, rule-maker and central country in the halal 
field of our country will be further strengthened.
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WE HAVE 
DETERMINED 
OUR ROUTE MAP 
IN ORDER TO 
ENSURE INPUT 
SUPPLY FOR 
EXPORTS

We have been working on the issue of input supply since 2010 and we have built 
up a know-how in the institutions and the private sector.

We put into action the GITES Action Plan which includes sector-specific input 
supply policy measures, to ensure security and efficiency in input supply and to 
increase imports in the current account.
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Developments in communication tools and methods brought innovations in 
the marketing, sales and distribution forms of products and services of firms. 
In addition to conventional trade methods, the trading methods based on 
new tools that countries have realized within themselves and with each other 
increasingly increase the market share and also contain a great potential for 
the future. When an assessment is made in this respect, it is seen that Internet 
entrepreneurship is developing rapidly in our country and world in recent 
years. While the number and quality of services provided over the internet has 
increased in recent years, e-commerce has become one of the fastest growing 
channels.

In parallel with the global flux in the world, in order for exporter firms to meet 
more effective channels with cross-border e-commerce tools, in terms of both 
market diversification and sustainable export model our country needs an 
E-export Strategy and an Action Plan in this regard.

To reach our export targets within the framework of macroeconomic policies 
In order to ensure that Turkish goods and services are included in e-exports 
at international markets, to create an ecosystem that will contribute to the 
development of our country in the field of e-commerce and to reveal the 
potential of ecommerce between our country and other countries, within 
a strategic approach, determining the opportunity areas in the middle and 
long walks, we have continued our work in this area with the aim of taking 
precautions.

E-EXPORT 
STRATEGY AND 
ACTION PLAN 
(2017-2019)
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We have identified our Core Strategic 
Targets with our Action Plan

The vision of the E-export Strategy and Action Plan prepared in line with 
these requirements, "We have decided to make e-exports easier and more 
accessible for our exporters, to increase our country's share in international 
trade and to make our country a regional e-commerce center".

Within the scope of E-export Strategy based on the legislative 
infrastructure, payment systems, logistics and customs procedures, which 
constitute the four basic pillars of e-exports, sector actors and public 
institutions to analyze the current situation of our country's e-commerce 
sector. In the field of studies we have conducted in this area; geographical 
and cultural structure, market satiety, payment preferences and customs 
processes were considered and the countries that stand out in these issues 
were evaluated.

Afterwards, the results of the studies carried out are taken into 
consideration the issues and needs of the sector towards exportation were 
identified and the E-export Strategy and Action Plan Draft was prepared. 
Thus, the 2015-2018 Information Society Strategy and Action Plan Draft and 
the "E-export Strategy Creation" task were carried out.

This draft was finalized in the E-export Strategy and Action Plan after the 
relevant sections were evaluated on the basis of the draft document. In the 
coming phase; The target Strategy and Action Plan consisting of 7 targets 
and 23 actions was communicated to the Ministry of Development to be 
presented to the High Planning Council.

Within the scope of these Targets;

Logistics capacity will be improved.

Customs procedures will be developed within the framework of cross-border 
e-commerce needs.

It will be provided to audit and safety of products in cross border  e- trading

E-International competitiveness of exporting companies will be developed.

The number of e-exporter companies in our country will be increased.

Micro entrepreneurs will be ensured to be e-exporters.

E-Exports will be improved through international cooperation.
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ENCOURAGE 
ACTIVITIES 
OF WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
In line with the goals of growth and social development aimed at reaching 
our country's 2023 targets for the creation of qualified and humanitarian 
jobs required by a competitive economy, for reducing unemployment and 
for increasing labor productivity we initiated the activities of the Ministry in 
promoting women's entrepreneurship with the aim of enabling women to take 
an active part in economic activity.

In this context, in the Strategic Plan of our Ministry (2013-2017), "Within 
the scope of the objective titled "Increasing Knowledge and Consciousness 
for Stakeholders will be Provided" with our Ministry for the promotion and 
development of women entrepreneurship. Women Entrepreneurs Association 
of Turkey (KAGİDER) in cooperation Organize the 1st Women Entrepreneurship 
Promotion Conference on 26 February 2016, And on November 17, 2017 
"Growing Turkey with Women Entrepreneurs; New Possibilities, New Horizons " 
We realized the 2nd International Conference on Women Entrepreneurs.
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The conference was dealt with by the leading national and international names in women's 
entrepreneurship, representatives of public institutions, entrepreneurs and NGOs with 
details of developments on women's entrepreneurship in the national and international 
arena. The first three panels of the 5-panel conference included:
"Women Entrepreneurs Access to Finance" "Opportunities of Technological Developments 
for Women Entrepreneurs" and "Women Entrepreneurs Accessing the Market" for women 
to be successfully put into business life and to grow their current jobs 3 critical topics 
(financing, technology and marketing) were evaluated by expert moderators and panelists. 
In the 4th panel of the conference, opinions were exchanged on how to create a synergy 
between women's entrepreneurs in the Turkish culture and society and the Turkic and 
Relative Communities. In the last panel of the conference, the presidents of our women's 
business associations operating in different regions of Turkey came together to reveal the 
views of women entrepreneurship and the visions of associations.

On the other hand, our Ministry, every year to break new export records and to reach a 
balanced trade volume, to increase our export of high-tech products, to protect our current 
market power, to increase our share in new markets, to attract more foreign investment 
to my country, to create more added value in our country, to diversify service exports, 
continues to intensify their efforts to consolidate the image of goods produced in Turkey 
and to permanently remove the current deficit. 

These studies will accelerate with the increase of our female entrepreneurs' contribution to 
our economy and our exports.
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"Turkic Republics and Relative Communities Training Programs" have started to 
be organized with the cooperation of the Ministry of Economy and the Turkish 
Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA) in the framework of the protocol 
made in 2007 by the financial support of TIKA and other public institutions 
and private sector organizations. Within the scope of the Programs aimed at 
increasing the exchange of knowledge in the field of economic, commercial, 
scientific and technical cooperation between our country and Turkish Republics 
and Relative Communities;

In this context, foreign trade in the Turkish Republics and Relative Communities, 
bureaucrats and academics working in the field of economy and development 
are invited to Turkey. Trainings are provided by the Ministry of Economy by many 
experts from the public and public institutions. A total of 239 bureaucrats and 
academicians from 10 countries participated in the 10 Turkish Republics Training 
Program organized since 2008. Tenth training program was realized in November, 
2017.

WE ORGANIZED 
TURKIC 
REPUBLICS 
AND RELATIVE 
COMMUNITIES 
TRAINING 
PROGRAMS
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WE HAVE 
REALIZED E-STATE 
APPLICATIONS 
WITHIN THE 
FRAME OF MODERN 
PUBLIC SERVICE 
PRECEPTION

We have reconstructed the Ministry of Economy in a virtual environment within the 
scope of our goal of being an exemplary public institution that provides our services 
rapidly, transparently and effectively in electronic environment, and we continue.

In this context, We started to offer the services of our Ministry to citizens with 
e-state applications and we aim to present all of our services electronically this year.

In the following years, we have similarly experienced the Computerized Application 
Program for Free Zones (SBBUP) and Risk Based Control System for Foreign Trade 
(TAREKS). We also started to work to get investment incentives in 2018 by electronic 
means.

Our company, which is awarded various prizes in its own fields, is actively used by 
7/24 based on 70 small and medium sized companies.

In order to ensure that these services can continue uninterruptedly and steadily, we 
have continuously developed and improved the technology infrastructure of our 
Ministry in terms of technology.
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EDUCATION
NUMBER OF PRE-SCHOOL STUDENTS

EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY

NUMBER OF CLASSROOMS

CAMPAIGN AND PROJECTS

NUMBER OF TEACHERS

HIGHER EDUCATION

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

FREE DISTRIBUTION OF TEXTBOOK
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4+4+4

• Instead of the 8 year continuous 
compulsory education which is 
currently being implemented, 12 years 
of compulsory education has been 
introduced and the 12 year period has 
been divided into three stages.

• Primary school age was reduced to 60 
months and mandatory to 66 months.

• Primary education was organized as 
4 years primary school and 4 year 
secondary school as imam-hatip 
secondary school.

• High school has become compulsory.

• School contribution points have been 
removed from the university entrance.

The Law No. 6287 on the Amendment of the 
Primary Education and Education Law and Some 
Laws, which was adopted in the Grand National 
Assembly on March 30, 2012, was published 
in the Official Gazette dated April 11, 2012 and 
numbered 28261 and entered into force.

RADICAL 
SOLUTION FOR THE 
EDUCATION SYSTEM:

• The coefficient variations at the 
entrance to the university have been 
eliminated.

• The life of the Prophet (may peace 
be upon him) Quran and various 
lessons have been added as elective 
courses with the secondary school.

• Elective courses have been 
developed according to the talents, 
development and preferences of 
the students in secondary schools 
and imam-hatip secondary schools 
in order to support high school 
education. 

• The article while Candidates are 
placed in license education changed 
as "... the secondary achievement 
of candidates is taken into account 
in calculating the placement of 
higher education scores. Secondary 
achievement grades are converted 
into secondary achievement scores, 
with the smallest as 250 and the 
largest as 500. Twelve percent of the 
secondary school achievement score 
is added to the grade taken from 
the central examination while the 
placement score is calculated. ".
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National 
Education 
Ministry 
Budget 

Higher 
Education 
Budget 

BUDGET  APPROXIMATELY 

12.4 TIMES

WE HAVE INCREASED 
MINISTRY OF NATIONAL EDUCATION

Ministry of National Education budget; While it was 7.5 billion TL in 2002, it increased by 
1039% in 2017 to 85 billion 48 million 584 thousand TL. By 2018, the increase rate was 
estimated to be 92 billion 528 million 652 thousand TL, which is 1140% compared to 2002.

While the Ministry of National Education's share in the budget in 2002 was 
7.60% For the year 2017 was 13.18% and for the year 2018 was estimated as 
12.13%. While the share of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2002 was 
2.13%, it was 3.54% in 2017 and 2.69% in 2018

While the share of universities in the console budget in 2002 was 2.54% It is 
projected to be 3.64% in 2018. 

While the share of universities in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2002 was 
0.71% It is projected to be 0.81% in 2018.

2002

2018 92,5 Billion 

7,5 Billion

2002

2018 27,8 Billion

2,5 
Billion
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EDUCATION 
IN 2018 IS

Recognizing that Turkey can reach only the targets set in the 21st century only with 
education, as in the past years, the most share from the budget was allocated again 
in 2018. 

In 2002, the Education Budget was set at 10 billion TL.

BUDGET 
ALLOCATED FOR 

Total Education Budget for 2018;

134 BILLION  
727 MILLION TL

Ministry of National Education, 92 billion 528 Million 652 thousand TL,

Higher Education Council and universities 72 billion 761 million 363 thousand  TL,

535 million 550 thousand TL to the center for evaluation, selection and placement, 

The Higher Education Credit and Dormitories Institution has been determined as 13 
billion 899 million TL and it has been determined as 134 billion 726 million TL and the 
ratio to GDP has been 3,91%.
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Proportion of Education Budget (National Education 
ministry, YÖK (higher education organization and 
Universities, ÖSYM and YURT-KUR Budget Appropriations) 
to GDP and Central Government Budget (2002-2018)

GSYHYEARS
TOTAL EDUCATION 

BUDGET 
RATIO OF EDUCATION 

BUDGET TO GDP

350.476.089.498

454.780.659.396

559.033.025.861

648.931.711.812

758.390.785.210

843.178.421.420

950.534.250.715

952.558.578.826

1.098.799.348.446

1.297.713.210.117

1.415.786.010.349

1.559.000.000.000

1.719.000.000.000

1.945.000.000.000

2.148.000.000.000

2.404.000.000.000

3.446.000.000.000

10.450.958.700

14.308.305.008

17.796.624.954

21.764.994.159

24.163.889.261

29.963.217.000

32.410.298.650

38.770.363.320

40.490.585.600

49.144.719.500

56.595.419.190

68.344.693.150

78.866.391.610

87.910.414.000

109.768.136.000

122.414.001.000

134.726.827.000

2,98

3,15

3,18

3,35

3,18

3,54

3,40

4,06

3,68

3,79

3,99

4,36

4,51

4,50

5,11

5,09

3,91

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017**

2018**
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We have increased the National Education Budget 
investment allowances by 389% in the last 14 years.

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 20182014 2015 2016 2017

1.479 1.244

MI
LL

IO
N

1.230 1.238 1.490 1.297

1.754 1.785
1.996

2.600

3.955

7.737

5.192
5.494

6.285

7.237

THERE WONT BE ANYONE 
WHO DOESNT GO TO SCHOOL
We have increased the compulsory education period from 8 years to 12 years and have 
made significant increases in the schooling rates and the average education period 
at each level of education. We increased the schooling rate from 90.98% to 96.51% in 
primary education. We increased the schooling rate from 50.57% to 82.54% in secondary 
education. We increased the schooling rate from 14.65% to 42.43% in higher education.

Also in 2016-2017 education year; 70.43% of the students aged 5 years, 98.13% of 
the students in the 6-9 age group, 99.23% of the students in the 10-13 age group 
and 87.43% of the students in the 14-17 age group were covered.

NET SCHOOLING RATES BY TRAINING STAGES (%)

PRIMARY EDUCATION SECONDARY EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION 

Academic  
Year Total Male Famale Total Male Famale Total Male Famale

2002/'03 90,98 94,49 87,34 50,57 55,72 45,16 14,65 15,73 13,53

2016/'17 96,51 96,39 96,63 82,54 82,69 82,38 42,43 40,53 44,41
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2002
2003

2016
2017

24,68

18,42

2002
2003

2016
2017

9,32

3,05

Gender ratios indicating the relative size of the 
female gross schooling rate to the male gross 
schooling rate;

WE REDUCED  
DOUBLE SHIFT SCHOOLING
As part of the increase in the quality of education and the upgrading of the quality of the 
human capital, we removed the double shift education altogether. In this respect, we have 
achieved a significant reduction in the number of schools and student rates for bilingual 
education.

In primary education, it was 85.63% in 1997-98 school year, it increased to 
91.10 % in 2002-2003 academic year and reached to 100.89 % in 2016-2017 
academic year (1st period).

In secondary education, it was 74.70% in 1997-98 education year, but it dropped 
to 72.32% in 2002-2003 education year. In the academic year of 2016-2017 (1st 
period), it reached 94.30%.

In higher education, it was 69,58% in the 1997-98 academic year, but 
increased to 74,33% in the 2002-2003 academic year. Reached 96.41% in the 
academic year of 2016-2017.

In primary 
education
Bilateral 
Education School 
Ratios 

In secondary  
education
Bilateral 
Education 
School Ratios 
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DESPITE 
GROWING 
POPULATION
WE HAVE 
REDUCED 
THE STUDENT 
NUMBERS 
PER SCHOOL, 
CLASSROOM, 
BRANCH, 
TEACHER 
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Number of Students per School

Number of Students per Classroom

Number of Students per Branch

Number of Students per Teacher

In 2002-2003 education year, 294 in primary education, 399 in secondary 
education, 624 in general secondary education and 242 in vocational and 
technical secondary education.

In 2016-2017 education year, the number of students per school is 195 in primary 
school, 300 in secondary school, 388 in secondary school, 371 in general 
secondary education and 403 in vocational and technical secondary education.

In 2002-2003 academic year, 36 in primary education, 30 in secondary 
education, 34 in general secondary education, the number of students per 
classroom, which is 26 in vocational and technical secondary education, is 24 
in primary education, 22 in general secondary education, 23 in vocational and 
technical secondary education in 2016-2017 academic year.

The number of students per branch in the 2002-2003 academic year 
was 27 in primary education, 29 in secondary education, 32 in general 
secondary education and 24 in vocational and technical secondary 
education; In 2016-2017 education year, 20 in primary school, 24 in 
secondary school, 18 in secondary education, 22 in general secondary 
education and 15 in vocational and technical secondary education.

In 2002-2003 academic year, the number of students per teacher was 28 
in primary education, 18 in secondary education, 21 in general secondary 
education and 15 in vocational and technical secondary education; In 
the academic year of 2016-2017, 17 in primary school, 16 in secondary 
school, 17 in secondary school, 13 in general secondary school and 13 in 
vocational and technical secondary school.
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EASY TO ACCESS 
FOR EDUCATION 
Comparison of official institutions between 
2002-2003 and 2016-2017 academic years

SCHOOL / INSTITUTION TYPE 
2002/’03 2016/’17

Number of official 
students

Number of 
official students

Number of 
official students

Number of 
official students

Independent Kindergarten 
(4)

418 35.739 2.430 337.650

Elementary School  
(2)

34.524 9.956.022 40.552 9.826.097

P rimary school 24.155 4.759.317

Secondary school 
(5)

16.397 5.066.780

Boarding Regional Secondary School 
(3) 538 279.791 325 89.979

Imam Hatip secondary school  2.671 651.954

General High School  
(6)

1.580 1.263.936 13.435

Anatolian High School 425 218.163 2.434 1.341.699

High School of Fine Arts  
(1)

48 6.503 81 13.678

Science High School 58 12.022 302 98.899

Anatolian Teacher's High School 102 31.358 26.258

Social science High School - - 93 30.517

Imam Hatip High School - Anatolian 
imam Hatip High School 536 64.503 1.452 506.516

Vocational Technical Secondary
 Education  (2) 3.649 885.704 3.605 1.711.903

Public education Center 922 995.347 986 7.348.387

(1) School type for 2002 / '03 education year is Anatolian Fine Arts high school.
(2) Student numbers do not include open primary and open high school student numbers.
 With the circular dated May 1, 2014 and numbered 2014/8, 22 school types operating under the General  
 Directorate of Vocational and Technical Education have been restructured under the name of 3 school   
 types starting from 2014/15 education year.
(3) It is a boarding primary school for 2002 / '03 education year and includes 139,012 students in 253 pension  
 primary school
(4) Only independent kindergarten numbers are not included.
(5) Localized Zone Includes Boarding secondary school information.
(6) Transfer to Anatolian High School for Vocational Technical Education and Religious Education for the  
 2013 / '14 education year.
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2002-2003 YILLARI ARASINDA YAPILAN DERSLİK SAYISI

282,166 NEW 
CLASSROOMS 
WERE CONSTRUCTED

From 2003 to 2017, 282,166 classrooms, 48,463 of which were 
donated by our benefactor citizens, were completed and put into 
service for education and training.

NOTE: The number of classrooms opened for service 
until 31 October 2017 is given in the year 2017

2003

15.253

28.078

28.698

28.243

15.728
16.790

9.844

17.317

9.802

18.706
17.266

28.748

15.145

19.978

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

12.570

20172011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

186.792 45.652 1.259 48.463 282.166

Primary education
(Including kindergarten / 

kindergarten)

Secondary education
(Including Vocational 

Technical)

General education
100% Support for 

Education Total
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In the 2002-2003 academic year, the number of classrooms which were 343,194 in the 
formal education reached to 554.405 in the education period of 2016-2017

In 2003, the number of Guidance and Research Center (RAM), which was 128, was 
increased to 233 with 105 additions.

In the 2002-2003 academic year, the number of Science and Art Center was 9 it reached to 
106 as of January 2017 and the number of students is 24.291.

While there were 2,791 sports halls in the 2002-2003 academic year, it reached to 7,742 in 
the academic year of 2016-2017.

The number of biology, science, physics, chemistry, professional practice, laboratory and 
foreign language laboratories in primary and secondary education reached to 18,853 in the 
academic year of 2002-2003 and 39,776 in the academic year of 2016-2017.

While the number of libraries in primary and secondary schools (excluding class libraries) 
was 14,478 in the 2002-2003 academic year, it reached 23,294 in the academic year of 
2016-2017.

CURRENT CLASSROOM 
NUMBERS INCREASED 
BETWEEN 2002-2017 
YEARS

2015-2016

2014-2015

2002-2003

651.828 553.066 98.762 69.842 8.666 61.176

2016-2017 654.434 554.405 100.029 75.808 7.490 63.318

589.902 528.674 61.228 103.809 9.063 94.746

379.211 355.234 23.977

Formal Training                                             Non-formal Training

Years Total Public Public Private PrivateTotal
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It was aimed to increase labor and resource efficiency by combining the 
pre-primary education and primary education under the framework of 
"basic education" within the framework of program integrity. Primary 
education institutions consist of 4-year compulsory primary schools and 
4-year secondary schools and imam-preachers secondary schools, which 
are preferred between different compulsory and different programs.

In secondary schools and imam-hatip secondary schools, 
elective courses were formed according to the talents, 
development and preferences of the students in order 
to support high school education. In secondary school 
and high school, 21 different elective courses are taught 
depending on demand such as mathematics applications, 
foreign language, Qur'an and the life of our Prophet, 
intelligence games, drama, law and justice, living 
languages and dialects.

All of our 66-month-old children entering the age of 
compulsory primary education are placed in primary 
schools which are most suitable for their residence 
with e-Registration system and all children are 
enrolled in the school.

BASIC TRAINING
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SECONDARY EDUCATION
Secondary education institutions aiming to prepare students for higher education, profession, 
life and work; General secondary education, vocational and technical secondary education 
and religious education.

With the enrollment of secondary education in compulsory education, the quotas and branch 
student numbers of schools receiving students to increase the education requirements of 
general secondary education schools have been increased. With this application, the quotas 
of schools have been increased by 30%.

Regulations to provide more program diversity than school diversity in secondary education 
have been completed and implemented in 2009-2010 academic year.

General secondary education includes Anatolian high schools, science high schools, social 
science high schools, fine art schools and sports high schools these institutions prepare their 
students for higher education and profession by considering their expectations towards our 
society and our country and future needs by developing their students in accordance with 
their interests, and abilities.

Vocational and Technical Secondary Education; are our schools aiming to prepare students for 
higher education, profession, life and work fields by giving a common general culture to our 
students.

Studies on Vocational and Technical Education;

Apprenticeship training is included in compulsory education.

While there were 22 different types of vocational education before 2014,  
4 types of education are continuing today.

It is ensured that 2/3 of the fee to be paid to the students who are going 
on apprenticeship training and to the students who have skills training in 
the enterprises and internship is provided by the state.
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Occupational high school students have also begun to insure work accidents and 
occupational diseases at school.

Specialized vocational schools are opened.

Vocational schools were given the application of additional points by eliminating the 
transition without examination.

All vocational high school graduates will be given the title of technician.

Students completing the Mastery Program will be given a Mastership Certificate, which 
allows them to open an independent business place.

In order to strengthen the links between vocational education and the business world, 
a school pregnancy project has been initiated.

As a result of evaluations made on 81 days in line with the demands of the sector, the fields with 
narrowed employment areas were closed and the fields needed by the sector were opened.

Training and sector consultation meetings are held regularly in order to strengthen the 
sectorial business cooperation with education.

54 programs in the area in line with the 
demands of the sector were updated to 
reflect the values, occupational ethics, 
business ethics, ethics, occupational 
health and safety in the programs. 
Professional Ethics and Ahi community 
Module are added to the course subjects. 
In addition, the 15 July Democracy 
Resistance was also included.

Partnerships with universities and 
the sector in 81 provinces have been 
signed and vocational and general 
knowledge teachers' professional 
development in their fields has been 
supported.
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Teaching Religion; It contains the secondary and high school grades; Imam Hatip schools that 
offer cultural lessons and vocational courses together with their experience and achievements 
in religious education since the establishment of our country.

"Mobile teaching application" has been launched throughout the country in order to provide 
access to secondary education schools / institutions of 9th grade students who are graduated 
from primary education schools and who do not have secondary education school / institution 
that can continue in the residential area and who have difficulty accessing secondary 
education for various reasons. . Within the scope of the application, 451.959 students 
benefited from the transportation education in 2016-2017 academic year

In vocational and technical secondary schools, there are 205 branches and 53 education 
institutions. 9th, 10th and 11th grades Anatolian vocational program and Anatolian technical 
program are gradually applied, modular curriculums are applied in 226 branches, 62 of which 
are in 12th grade.

For each student studying in private vocational and technical education schools which are 
opened in organized industrial zones, starting from 2012-2013 education and training year, 
the amendment made in Article 12th of the Law No. 5580 to grant incentives for a student in 
formal schools not to exceed one and a half times the cost of the state according to the school 
type has been put into practice since 04.07.2012.

As of December 2016, 23,683 students who are studying in a total of 33 special vocational 
and technical education schools, including 26 in the Organized Industrial areas and 7 special 
vocational and technical education schools outside the OSB (organized industrial area), which 
are included in the official and incentive programs, receive education and training support.
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The number of students studying at 
the universities, which was 1,918,483 
in the 2002-2003 academic year, 
reached to 7.198,987 in 2016. With 
this enrollment, we have reached 
the status of the second largest 
student number in the European 
Higher Education Area.

HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS 
REACHED 186 
While the number of state and foundation universities was 76 
in 2002, between 2003 and 2017, we have a total of 186 higher 
education institutions with 112 state, 67 foundation higher education 
institutions, 5 foundation vocational high schools and National 
Defense, Turkish-Japanese Science and Technology universities.

University 

Faculty 

2002

State Foundation Total State Foundation Total

2017 September 

54 22 76 112 67 179

452 106 558 1.239 412 1.651
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WE INCREASED THE NUMBER 
OF ACADEMIC PERSONNELS  
%99 IN OUR UNIVERSITIES
While 76,090 academic staff were employed in 2002-2003 academic year this 
number has risen to 151,763 academic staff in 2016-17 and the increase rate is 99%.

2002-2003 2016-2017 Increase Rate

Professor

Instructors 

Associate Professor

Assistant Professor (asst. prof.)

Instructor 

Lecturer 

Expert, Translator, 
Educational Planner

Research Assistant 

Total

10.187 22.535 121%

5.401 14.203 163%

12.621 34.652 175%

12.371 21.423 73%

5.691 9.799 72%

2.393 3.830 60%

27.426 45.321 65%

76.090 151.763 99%
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As of February 2017, students 
studying at universities abroad 
are studying in the following ways 
according to the level of education 
and learning of the statutory 
students: There are a total of 
2,989 students, 471 students in 
foreign language education, 1,184 in 
master's degree, 1,295 in doctoral 
level and 39 in post-doctoral level.

The number of students demanding 
the duty in 2016 after receiving 
education within the scope of Law 
No. 1416 is 320.

The number of students who are 
indemnified in 2016 due to violating 
their commitments under Law No. 
1416 is 80.

UNDER THE 
CODE NO. 1416
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WE DELIVERED  2 BILLION 680 MILLION 
COURSE BOOK FREE IN 15 YEARS
WE SHARED 4.6 BILLION TL 
One of the other applications for the equal opportunity in education is the distribution 
of free course books. As part of this application, 209 million 787 thousand 726 course 
books were distributed for the academic year of 2017-2018 as of September. 479 million 
422 thousand 524 TL was paid for these books. From 2003 to 2017, a total of 2 billion 
680 million 30 thousand 389 course books were distributed. 4 billion 626 million 470 
thousand 672 TL was paid.

For the first time in 2014-2015 academic year, the textbooks of private schools which are 
included in the "Free Course Book Distribution" started to be given free of charge. and 
this practice was continued in the 2017-2018 education and training year. 17.133.361 for 
open high school students for the first and second semester of the 2016-2017 education 
year and 1.106.047 for the open high school students were distributed.

Years

Primary Education Secondary Education

TOTAL TOTAL
Number of 

Books 
(Pcs)

Amount of 
Payment 

(TL)

Number of 
Books 
(pcs)

Amount of 
Payment (TL)

Number of 
Books 
(Pcs)

Amount of 
Payment 

(TL)

2003 81.834.281 157.523.013 - - 81.834.281 157.523.013

2004 83.858.320 154.442.289 - - 83.858.320 154.442.289

2005 106.510.090 174.997.782 - - 106.510.090 174.997.782

2006 104.892.620 180.041.463 37.414.989 87.542.479 142.307.609 267.583.942

2007 122.070.013 201.989.666 35.062.367 66.292.656 157.132.380 268.282.322

2008 128.233.848 211.128.104 39.341.906 72.570.757 167.575.754 283.698.861

2009 129.004.189 186.466.684 58.428.930 99.542.475 187.433.119 286.009.159

2010 133.472.874 210.161.602 63.121.837 115.085.003 196.594.711 325.246.605

2011 129.364.298 226.656.047 85.993.271 149.477.788 215.357.569 376.133.835

2012 143.024.804 213.143.528 62.625.912 111.901.589 205.650.716 325.045.117

2013 133.586.334 204.389.156 76.167.232 125.564.566 209.753.566 329.953.722

2014 133.809.961 201.014.046 82.888.410 155.579.215 216.698.371 356.593.261

2015 156.377.910 215.388.408 80.321.981 179.697.764 236.699.891 395.086.172

133.181.131 253.584.775 76.606.595 225.837.749 209.787.726 479.422.524

2016

2017

172.389.571 255.308.007 90.446.715 191.144.061 262.836.286 446.452.068

Total 1.891.610.244 3.046.234.570 788.420.145 1.580.236.102 2.680.030.389 4.626.470.672
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WE EMPLOYED  

584.288
TEACHERS  
Teacher is the most important element of Education and teaching   From 2003 
to July 2017, 584.288 teachers were employed. According to MEBBİS Norm 
Operations Module dated July 2017, 905,434 teachers are working in official and 
non-formal education institutions affiliated to the Ministry.

39.194 of them have been appointed as contracted. There are also 1,082,577 
teachers in total, including 177,143 teachers in special education institutions.

Teacher occupancy rates according to the norm cadre principals reached 
92,28% in the Eastern Anatolia Region, 90,35% in the Southeastern Anatolia 
Region and 90,60% in the whole country.
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434% SALARY 
INCREASE IS 
PROVIDED FOR 
TEACHERS
While the net salary of a teacher who was in the 1 st place of 9 th was 470,20 TL in 
2002 As of 01.07.2017, it has been increased to TL 2.891,92. In 2002, the additional 
tuition fee for the teacher for 60 hours per month was 165 TL, but it increased to 
726.60 TL as of 01.07.2017. In 2002, the salary of a teacher with additional tuition fee 
totaled TL 635.20, In 2017, TL 3.618,52. The salary of the same teacher increased by 
470% compared to 2002.

Year Salary (TL)
Additional 

Course 
(TL)

Salary-Additional 
Course 

(TL)

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

470,2

560,09

636,82

698,73

823,73

928,13

1.196,43

1.302,98

1.387,85

1.592,89

1.769,19

1.894,53

2.148,45

2.338,83

2.628,41

2.891,926

165

174

195

211

310

333

364

396,45

421,14

456,67

507,18

543,39

544,8

587,92

659,83

726,6

635,20

734,09

831,82

909,73

1.133,73

1.261,13

1.560,43

1.699,43

1.808,99

2.049,56

2.276,37

2.437,92

2.693,25

2.926,75

3.288,24

3.618,52
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND EDUCATION 
ASSISTANTS
Under the Conditional Education Aid (ŞEY- CEA) 
Program, educational assistance is provided every 
month to families with children who need it, provided 
that they regularly send their children to school. 

With the help of the Conditional Education funded by 
the Social Assistance and Solidarity Fund, 5,8 billion TL 
was paid to the mothers of our children in primary and 
secondary education between 2003 and 2016.
In order to increase the enrollment rates of primary 
school children to secondary education with the 
enrollment rates of our girls, the amount of aid given to 
our girls and secondary school students is higher than 
that of boys.

40 TL for girls, 35 TL for boys, 60 TL for girls who 
continue in secondary education and 50 TL for boys; 
paid.
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Note: By December 2016
* (The number of students is equal to the number of different people 
who have paid at least once in the specified periods, not the total of 
arithmetic, so the sum of the current years is not taken.)

Year

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Total

Number of 
benefiter (*)

Transferred 
source 

1,59

66,76

180,13

240,27

225,34

293,58

345,05

267,11

397,48

501,49

503,01

506,36

664,13

59.206

697.307

1.266.331

1.563.253

1.757.187

1.951.420

2.066.869

2.172.750

1.446.437

2.017.810

2.415.917

1.993.266

2.100.769

1.960.763

 *

605,78

4.798,08
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Year

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Scholarship 
Indicator

Monthly 
Salary (TL)

Number of 
Students

20,58

23,16

41,6

44,75

58,02

66,88

78,28

89,16

109,58

125,28

138,22

146,30

165,33

600

600

1000

1000

1200

1300

1400

1500

1700

1750

1800

1900

1990

1990 185,59

101,382

2002 13,06400 109,894 

96,348

116,262

122,464

140,258

172,940

184,295

212,103

234,188

254,128

254,833

243,117

242,351

258,192

2017 1990 204,38 207,445

MONTHLY SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AMONG 
THE PRIMARY SCHOOL AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS INCREASED

The implementation of education and training support we have launched in the 
2014-2015 academic year will contribute significantly to reducing the number 
of pupils per classroom and the dual educational attainment in public schools. 
The students who want from all sections of society will be able to benefit from 
the opportunities of private schools. In addition, with the increasing support 
application, private sector education investments will be further supported and 
increased.

While 13,06 TL was paid per student in primary and secondary education in 2002, 
As of July 2017, the amount of scholarship has increased to 204,38 TL. The number 
of scholarship support increased by 15.6 times in 2017 compared to 2002.

166,563 students were paid 532,832,625 TL in 2014-2015 education year and 
337,375 students were paid 1,160,534,862 TL in 2015-2016 education and training 
year. In the 2016-2017 education and training year, 315,586 students were paid 
1,166,335,768 TL.

Supporting Pre-school, Private Primary, Special 
Secondary School and Special Primary School 
Students
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SUPPORT AND 
TRAINING 
COURSES
The support and training courses which have been started for our organized 
secondary and secondary, secondary and graduate students in the 2015-2016 
education year are continuing in 2017-2018 education year. These courses continue 
to provide services with increasing demand from day to day, with the aim of 
contributing to the achievements of students in their lessons and developing 
their special interests and abilities. These courses are completely free of charge. 
Supporting and raising courses are held in three periods: first, second and summer 
courses.

2015/2016

Number of teachers 

1st Term 2st Term Summer 
Course 

Number of students 

261.672

22.026

 291.878

22.272

 80.923

4.038.6424.307.549 635.017

11.909

2016/2017

Number of teachers 

Number of course centers

1st Term 2st Term Summer 
Course 

Number of students 

262.066

22.822

268.772

23.009

52.917

4.182.1154.453.849 619.999

8.048

Number of course centers
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PRACTICES 
TO INCREASE 
ACCESS TO 
EDUCATION AND 
TEACHING

In 2016, 9,84 Turkish Liras per day per student and 9,87 Turkish Liras are paid 
for the students in the secondary schools and general high schools. Our Ministry 
of National Education  In 2002-2003 education year While there were 285.485 
students at 1.489 pensions In 2016-2017 education year, there are 369.485 
students in 2.979 pensions.

In 2016, 9,84 Turkish Liras per day per student and 9,87 Turkish Liras for students 
with vocational technical education are paid for boarding students in secondary 
and general high schools.

Pension Services
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STUDENT TRANSPORT 
APPLICATION
The Student transportation Application is carried 
out in accordance with the provisions of the 
"Ministry of National Education Regulation on 
Access to Education through Transportation".

A total of 818,839 primary schools and 451,959 
secondary school students benefited from the 
education service during the 2016-2017 academic 
year.

A total of 774,503 primary school students were 
moved during the 2015-2016 education year and 
684,575 of them were benefited from the lunch 
service.

Number of students Transported 
Primary education 

Number of students 
Transported 

Secondary education 

2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

669.487 642.133 669.487 667.537
694.628

2016-2017

818.839 

692.369 685.978 668.338 687.508

742.924

812.260

831.260
824.078

774.503

2010-2011 2011-2012 2016-20172012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

68.779

159.804

451.959 

377.640

477.475
506.443

525.519
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SUPPORTING 
SPECIAL 
VOCATIONAL 
AND TECHNICAL 
SCHOOLS
For each student studying in private vocational and technical education schools which are 
opened in organized industrial zones, starting from 2012-2013 education and training year, a 
student who is studying in a formal school not to exceed one and a half times the cost of the 
state, the amendment made in Article 12 of the Law No. 5580 for the granting of incentives 
to be concluded jointly by the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry as of each academic year 
has been put into practice since 04.07.2012.

With the passing of the practices which will increase the number of students continuing to 
private vocational and technical education schools, investment will be increased to private 
vocational and technical education schools in and out of the organized industrial zones 
so that qualified intermediate staffs needed by the industry will be trained. However, the 
increase in the employment of qualified intermediate workers in the industry will be opened 
up ahead.
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With the FATIH Project in Education, it is aimed to acquire 21st century skills that every 
student should have a global competition and to educate the people of the future today.

EBA is one of the important components of the FATIH Project, which aims to increase the 
quality of education and equal opportunity and improve the level of achievement. Our 
students and teachers can reach EBA from www.eba.gov.tr at anytime, anywhere and 
with any vehicle. EBA is a new generation system that recognizes teachers and students, 
provides individualized learning opportunities, uses user artificial intelligence algorithms to 
make returns, makes suggestions, analyzes data, and reports.

Within the scope of the FATIH Project, the installation of 432,315 interactive board 
schools and the distribution of 883,324 end installations and 45,653 multifunctional 
printers in our 16,876 schools were completed. The distribution of 1,437,800 tablet 
computers to our high school students and teachers has been completed.

work continues in our schools. For 2017, it is aimed to establish more schools with 100,000 
interactive boards. In addition, efforts are underway to distribute 2.5 million tablets.

FATIH PROJECT
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WHAT 
WE DID IN 
PRIVATE 
EDUCATION
Braille textbooks are printed for 
visually impaired students since 
2006-2007 academic year, and 
free distribution is provided to 
students.

In the academic year 2016-2017, 
1,606 students in the primary 
education level and 455 in the 
secondary education level were 
distributed with a total of 2,061 
students in Braille.

1.500  351       1.850

1.571  389       1.906

1.550  539       2.089

1.500  554       2.054

1.715  431       2.416

1.593  537       2.130

1.779  438        2.217

1.990  320       2.310

1.990  320       2.310

1.606  455       2.061

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2014-2015

2010-2011

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

2016-2017

2016-2017 1.791  433       2.224

Primary 
Education

Secondary 
Education

Total 
Student

By years, Braille Written Lesson Book  
Distributed Student Numbers
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For mentally handicapped students who continue their education in education and 
training schools for the first time in 2008-2009 academic year 7 books in 7 areas were 
distributed, for the students continuing their education in business schools, a total of 12 
training materials were prepared, including 4 inland and 5 books. Within the scope of 
"Free Course Book Distribution Project", 60.000 copies were printed and distributed, for 
the 2016-2017 academic year, 420,409 12 textbooks were distributed for students with 
intellectual disabilities in special education centers and special education classes, 205,619 
books of 10 textbooks were printed for students with intellectual disabilities in special 
education vocational training centers and distributed to the students within the scope of 
"Free Course Book Distribution Project".

16,045 Turkish, mathematics, literacy textbooks were published and distributed for our 
hearing-impaired students who have been educated through integration with hearing 
impaired primary and secondary schools for 2016-2017 academic year.

The free transfer of students who need special education in order to provide access to 
schools started to be carried on from the second period of 2004-2005 academic year.

It adopts education practices as a principle by mainstreaming aiming to integrate primarily 
in the education of the disabled. There have been significant increases in the number 
of students trained through cohesion in recent years. In these increases, it is important 
to raise awareness and educate parents and the community instead of hiding  disabled 
person.

In 2016-2017 school year 3,585 pre-school, 204,671 primary education, 34.320 secondary 
school students a total of 242,576 students continued their education through integration.

* Student numbers are taken from the student module on 07/06/2017. The amount of appropriation is the 
amount transferred to the accounts of the provinces belonging to the 2016 September - 2017 August.

2004-2005

2005-2006

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

Number of 
Students

Amount 
Paid

6.901               1.929.000

16.171               9.680.000

21.813               18.900.000

24.314               27.375.000

27.145               34.855.000

31.982               43.640.000

36.245               56.261.000

41.088               70.045.000

47.737               96.141.294

60.901               133.000.000

69.954               180.000.000

2016-2017 * 86.836               306.747.446

81.121               240.653.349

Number of disabled students 
carried from home to – school 

by years

General   |    219     |    Education



IMPORTANT 
REDUCTION BY 
THE RATE OF ONE 
WHO ARE NOT 
LITERATE IN  
2002-2017  
PERIOD
According to the 2000 statistics of the Turkish Statistical Institute, the 
proportion of illiterates over 6 years old is 12.68%. According to the data 
obtained from the Turkish Statistical Institute 's ADNKS system and 
education statistics database, the proportion of illiterates over 6 years of age 
in 2015 decreased to 3.5%.
 
Between 2003 and 2015 a total of 4,150,573 people, 2,901,520 women, 
benefited from literacy courses.
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We are in 
School with 
Mother-
Daughter
It was aimed to make our citizens literate through the literacy campaign 
"Mother-Daughter School" launched on June 6, 2008. The campaign, which 
was completed on September 8, 2012, 174,472 courses were opened and 
2,590,446 citizens participated in this course. Our citizenship certificate 
of 1.832.617 and literacy certificate of second stage adult education were 
obtained for 307.364 citizens.
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Come on Girls to school Education Campaign 
(Haydi Kızlar Okula)

E-school (e-okul) Database

In 2003, the "Haydi Kızlar Okula (come on girls to school)" campaign 
launched on 10th under the campaign to support girls' schooling has been 
expanded to all. Between 2003 and 2008, 350,000 children were enrolled 
in this campaign. At the moment, the "Haydi Kızlar Okula - come on girls 
to school Campaign" is not carried out at the central level and as a result 
of the comparison of the address registration system and the e-school 
database, the primary education continues to work with the Governorships 
to provide education access for the unregistered and unattended children. 

With a module added to the e-school (e - okul) database, the school has 
never been enrolled and students who are absent have been monitored. 
Problems are identified depending on age and sex, and new central and 
local solutions strategies are developed to solve these problems.

PROJECTS
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Secure School and Safe Education Project

Energy Child Project

With the Safe School and Safe Education Project, it is aimed to provide the 
psychological and physical development of the children, internet usage, 
possible threats on the internet, social sharing sites, protecting the privacy 
of the internet on the internet and harmful games, measures to be taken 
for intervening drugs and volatile substances. Measures to be taken around 
the educational institutions and measures to be taken to protect students 
from crime and violence are aimed. Within the scope of the project; Studies 
have been initiated in 81 provinces regarding the provision of school 
security and studies have been carried out in order to make schools more 
safe places by initiating informing and intervention studies in schools.

With the "Energy Kids" project, it is aimed to provide efficient use of 
energy in children's homes, schools, and in any environment where children 
are in short.
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Each Child can achieve Project

Prevention of Violence against Children Project

It has been prepared with the aim of "Every Child Is Successful" project 
which aims to restore the confidence of our children who have been left 
behind by their peers and who have problems in education due to various 
reasons and to complete their missing learning.

Within the context of psycho-social services, the "Project for the Prevention 
of Childhood Violence against Children", financed by our country and the 
European Union, has been launched on March 25, 2013 to contribute to 
the protection of children from all forms of physical, emotional, verbal and 
psychological violence in order to ensure a high level of wellbeing, and 
social integrity. 

This is My work Project
In order to increase the quality of education in primary education, "This My 
work Project" was initiated in 2004. Within the scope of the project, 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade students produce their own projects and exhibit their works 
individually or as a team in science, technology and mathematics fields.
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Prevention of Violence against Children Project

Dried Grape Distribution Project

Development of Lifelong Learning in Turkey

The Dried Grape Distribution Project prepared jointly by the 
Ministry of National Education, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Livestock and the Ministry of Health has been implemented from 
the second half of 2014-2015 academic year to the official-private 
kindergarten, application class, kindergarten and primary school 
students throughout the country. 25 gr of dried grapes were 
distributed for 2 days a week.

Within the framework of a system designed to value all kinds of 
learning through the Project for the Promotion of Lifelong Learning 
in Turkey, it was aimed to establish an institutional framework and 
capacity based on lifelong learning perspectives in line with EU 
practices, in order to support the access of individuals to education 
in order to increase employment opportunities.
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Development of Professional Skills Project
With the Project for the Promotion of Professional Skills Project, it was 
aimed to gain profession by acquiring vocational skills by taking into 
consideration the interests and abilities of disadvantaged groups and job 
disadvantaged young unemployed people who are not occupational and 
employment oriented vocational, and to raise the quality standards of 
managers and teachers in vocational technical education institutions.

Z- Libraries
Enriched Libraries (Z-Libraries) were set up to develop reading in schools. 
Schools and libraries are equipped with computer technology, with a 
project aimed at transforming "living safe areas" that provide a "lifelong 
learning center" for learners and adults, and recreational activities. The 
Z-Libraries, which are equipped with reading, writing, listening and activity 
centers, have been opened to the public for use on weekends and summer 
days, except during the teaching and learning hours. The number of 
Z-Library reached to 1,084 in 2016-2017 academic year.
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Family Education Course Program (0-18 years)

Vocational Training Project for Employment
In addition to raising the level of participation in lifelong learning by 
strengthening the current social dialogue mechanism in our country at national, 
sectorial and bilateral levels through the Vocational Education for Employment 
Project, It is aimed to educate the adults graduated from industrial technical 
education school, graduated from general high school and graduated from 
primary school by vocational education in line with the demands of the sector 
and to reduce unemployment by realizing their employment.

Through the public education centers, the following were targeted; 
"Child Development and Education", "Positive Parenting Skills", "Health 
Education", "Nutrition", "Providing Positive Behavior", "Family Education Course 
Program (0-18 Years)" for parents and caregivers, It is aimed to educate healthier 
and successful generations by giving education such as gender equality, family 
communication, violence, basic human rights, children's rights, characteristics of 
adolescence development, risks and problems, readiness to school,
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PRE-SCHOOL 
EDUCATION AND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
STANDARDS
Pre-school Education and Primary Education 
Institutions Standards (Institutional Standards) 
System; is a system developed for collecting, 
analyzing, evaluating and using the results 
of all kinds of educational services offered to 
children in all official pre-primary education 
institutions, primary schools, junior high 
schools, imam - hatip high schools and 
secondary schools.

E-STATE 
APPLICATIONS
The rapid increase in technological innovations and becoming an important 
share in the economy also necessitates the use of technology in education. 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES are used in all areas of education and training.
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SCHOOL 
ADAPTATION 
PROGRAM
The development of pre-school education, primary and 
secondary school adaptation programs, with the technical and 
financial support of UNICEF, to provide appropriate learning 
opportunities to all children who have begun pre-school, primary 
school 1st grade and middle school 5th grade, safe, inclusive and 
high quality learning environments.

General   |    230     |   Education



Ministry of 
National 
Education 
Communication 
Center (MEBİM 147)
The Ministry of National Education Communication Center (MEBİM 147) has received 
approximately 8.4 million information, questions, requests, opinions, suggestions, complaints 
from our students, parents, teachers and other citizens in all the fields of our Ministry since 
2012, and all of their questions were answered.  94% of the incoming calls were answered 
by the Communication Center at the first contact and the issues requiring investigation 
and research were directed to the 1.290 communication center support office in the 
central, provincial and foreign organizations of our Ministry. Our citizens are provided with 
uninterrupted service 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and 120 people are working in the 
center. 50 of them are disabled, 42% are women and 95% are earthquake victims.

MEB 
CONTACT CENTER

147
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E- SCHOOL MANAGEMENT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM 
It covers all formal primary education, secondary education students and independent 
kindergartens that are official, private and abroad affiliated to the Ministry of National 
Education. This system is a school management information system for all activities 
related to the students to be done in electronic environment.

It is an electronic system in which all the information of the student in education and 
teaching life is systematically and functionally held in the process from the beginning 
to the graduation of a student in formal education. E-School System functions like, 
e-School Management Information System and e-School Parent Information System. 
The system is used by teachers, school administrations, provincial and district national 
education directorates, general directorates and ministry directors according to their 
authorization levels. There are approximately 1 million active users.

DOCUMENT 
MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM (DYS)
"Document Management System Project" 
which is an indispensable part of E-government transformation started to 
be used in all units of the central organization of the Ministry of National 
Education as of 01.10.2012. As of 15.03.2013, all provincial national education 
directorates have been started to be use this system in in all districts of 
national education directorates in Turkey as of November 2014.

In 2015, the Ministry of Interior e-Highway project (all district governorships 
and governorships) and the DYS were integrated. In 2015 and 2016, 13 
foreign representatives (training consultants and training attachés) were 
also disseminated to DYS.
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E-SCHOOL PARENT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM
It is the system used by the parents of all the children in the 
scope of education organized in Turkey. It is a module in the 
e-School system where parents and teachers can follow up 
information such as exam and project information, grading 
information, course schedule, absenteeism information, 
transfer procedures, placement and examination information, 
school announcements and books they read.

MOBILE PARENT 
INFORMATION 
SYSTEM
All the students who are in the scope of education in Turkey are 
provided with information such as lecture notes, attendance 
information, course schedule etc. on the E-School Management 
Information System by our students and parents. Free mobile app 
that allows them to track on mobile devices.
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Surveillance and Evaluation of Academic 
Abilities (ABİDE) Research

The Monitoring and Evaluation of Academic Skills (ABIDE) Survey is a national 
surveillance study aimed at measuring different types of questions and high-
level thinking skills. Pilot application of the research was applied to 8th grade 
students in 26 secondary schools in Ankara province on 3 June 2015. The 
ABİDE Survey measures different types of questions (multiple choice and 
open-ended) and high-level thinking skills than Turkish, mathematics, science 
and social studies. In the provinces, by establishing measurement centers that 
will carry out these studies professionally, the measurement and evaluation 
studies made at the schools will be made more systematic.

E-STAFF MODULE
Integration of SGK HİTAP system with E-Personnel Module has been 
completed and started to be used actively.

E-INVESTMENT 
PROJECT
It is an application used Since 2006 in electronic environment for 
determination of classroom needs of schools, determination of maintenance 
and repair needs of institutions, restoration and restructuring of buildings 
damaged due to earthquake, and planning and calculation of investment 
cost processes for these works, provincial construction and state Acquisition 
of construction project information, planning and the total progress of the 
projects and other financial information. 
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E-COMMON TRANSPORTATION STUDENT MODULE

MOBILE TEACHING MODULE
This is the model for the students who are in need of primary education, secondary 
education and special education carried within the Mobile teaching Application and 
data entry about the results of planning, transportation and food tender regarding 
the access of the trainees who are in need of special education. In the module, every 
stage is followed from student transportation plan to transportation and food tender 
procedures, schools' payment process to payment process.

It is the modus of data entry about planning, transportation and food tender results 
related to providing access to primary education, secondary education and special 
education students and trainees who are in need of special education carried out 
under mobile teaching Application. In the module, every stage is followed from 
student transportation plan to transportation and food tender procedures, schools' 
payment process to payment process. Seminars and activities related to courses, 
seminars and activities carried out by common education institutions (general 
education center, vocational training center, maturation institute and tourism 
training center) linked to the General Directorate of Lifelong Learning and back- It 
has become a system that is also used by the institutions affiliated to the General 
Directorate and is designed as a system that covers different institutions and 
organizations in the future.

E-MESEM MODULE

E-HOSTEL MODULE
Registration, fee-paying, check-up and similar procedures of permanent and 
temporary students residing in the country in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 15 of the Regulation on Private Student Dormitories have started to be carried 
out by the Ministry through the e-hostel module established in MEBBİS system.

The e-Mesem Module, which will monitor the work and processes related to the 
apprenticeship system, was created in 2015. It operates under e-common Automation 
System
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E-SCHOLARSHIP MODULE
Our students scholarships operations are performed.

E-PENSION MODULE
Budgeting of pension schools is being prepared by entering data on 
boarding work and operations in electronic environment and budget 
procedures are being accelerated.

SCHOOL MILK MODULE
Budgeting of pension schools is being prepared by entering data on 
boarding work and operations in electronic environment and budget 
procedures are being accelerated.
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E-CONFERENCE SYSTEM

ON SECONDARY SCHOOL PROJECT
This module is used for tracking the new registration, registration renewal, 
exam entry and result information etc. of the open secondary school 
students on internet and monitoring the students.

Through the E-Conference system, training programs and in-service 
training courses were arranged and information meetings were held.

CORPORATE INTERNET 
SITE PROJECT

REMOTE EDUCATION PLATFORM 
ON MEB

Provided with the training videos uploaded to the Provincial Ministry of 
Education, it is a distance learning platform where users can receive audio 
and visual computer training on the internet independently of time and 
space. A total of 1,140 training videos of office programs, visual design 
tools and computer programming languages are presented on the platform 
as well as Ministry projects such as MEBBİS, e-School, DYS, prepared with 
high sound and image quality.

A joint design work has been carried out on behalf of all the institutions 
of the Ministry to have an institutional website. The aim of the work is to 
ensure that all our institutions have a website that uses designs developed 
in accordance with current web standards. The "Corporate Web Site" 
project, which is the biggest corporate web site project of our country, 
has 54,609 web site and management panel. Thanks to this project, the 
institution can publish internet sites much faster, easier and more securely.
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HEALTH

HEALTH INVESTMENTS

MEDICAL DEVICE CAPACITY 

HEALTH FACILITIES

SERVICE INDICATORS

HEALTH PERSONNEL

112 EMERGENCY HEALTH SERVICES
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DEVELOPMENT, 
QUALITY AND 

The most 
important factor 
in the success 
of the Health 
Transformation 
Program is stable 
and strong 
political will.

We have created projects for an accessible, 
qualified, sustainable and strong health system 
for all. We reached the goals that developed 
countries reached in 30 years in 10 years.

By combining public hospitals 
under one roof, we have enabled 
37 million SSI insured (people) to 
receive services from public hospitals. 
We have enabled all citizens of the 
university hospital, military and 
private hospital gates to be opened. 
We have ensured that all people 
under 18 years of age and education 
are covered by the Universal Health 
Insurance without social security. 

We have established "Patient 
Rights (Communication) Units" in 
all our hospitals.

SUSTAINABILITY

PERIOD FOR 
HEALTH  
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Emergency, intensive care and cancer treatments, public and private hospitals, we began to 
give free of all citizens.

In private hospitals, we did not charge extra fees for burns, cancer, newborns, organ 
transplants, congenital anomalies, dialysis and cardiovascular surgery.

We've opened the way for our citizens to get their medication from the pharmacy 
that they want.

HEALTH FIRST

EMERGENCY, 
INTENSIVE 
CARE AND 
CANCER 
TREATMENTS 
ARE FREE
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With ALO SABİM 184  we enabled our citizens to forward their requests directly to our 
ministry in 24/7 principle  without interruption. We  finalize 6000 applications per day.

We have brought "Right To Choose Physician" which allows our citizens to have a 
desired medical examination in all the hospitals affiliated to the Ministry of Health.

Our level of satisfaction with health services of our people, which was 39% in 2002,  
increased to 75.4%.

ALO 
SABİM

184
Satisfaction 

rate of health 
services 

2002

2016

39%

75,4%

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

184
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In 2010, we strengthened the primary health care services with 
family medicine which we put into practice throughout the 
country. 23 thousand 138 family physicians at the same time 
provide health consultancy services to our families.

We develop age-specific periodic examinations in family 
medicine.

We are expanding imaging services. We support family 
physicians with staff such as dietitians, psychologists, social 
workers, child development workers.

We are starting a specialization period in family medicine. We 
have given all our family physicians the opportunity to become 
experts in 6 years.

BASIC 
HEALTH AND 
PROTECTIVE 
HEALTH 
SERVICES
YOUR DOCTOR IS ALWAYS 
WITH YOU: FAMILY PRACTICE 
APPLICATION
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We achieved a significant reduction in the 
number of vaccine-preventable diseases 
in our country, which reached 97% of the 
vaccination rate. We got out of the threat 
of epidemics like measles, malaria and 
tuberculosis.

In 2002, we increased the number of 
vaccines from 7 to 13 in the childhood 
vaccination schedule.

We provide vaccination and counseling 
services (web and online 24/7 phone) 
for our citizens who are going abroad. In 
addition, we provide health services for 
residents who have practiced pilgrimage 
in their homes.

WE MOVED 
FREE 
VACATION 
RATES TO 
THE LEVEL 
OF MODERN 
COUNTRIES

Vaccination Rates 

2002 20151993

%77
%78

%97

General   |    244     |   Health



We launched the 
"Mother-friendly 

Hospital Program" 
with the goal of 

delivering healthy 
pregnancies to 

pregnant women, 
monitoring 

pregnancy and 
reducing maternal 

and infant mortality.

WE EXTENTED 
PREGNANCY

FOLLOWS AND 

REDUCED 
MOTHER 

BABY 
DEATHS
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With the guest mother project,
Where there is transportation problem,
Mother candidates were hosted before birth and were 
provided with a healthy birth. We provide Mother Hotel 
Service in81 provinces in 265 health facilities and 1.587 beds 
in order to increase the quality of service in mother and 
child health. Maternal mortality rates from 64 per hundred 
thousand to 14,7 per  hundred thousand; We reduced the 
infant mortality rate from 31.5 per thousand  to 7.3 per 
thousand.

GUEST MOTHER 
HOUSE PROJECT: 

50
1993 2002

75

100

Prenatal care services (%) (At least one visit)
Birthrates in healthcare organizations (%)

60

99

75
63

70

99

2017

MOTHER HOUSES
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MOTHER HOUSES

We Expanded the 
Scope of Newborn 
Scans in Maternal and 
Child Health

Innovations in Mother and Child Health Program

Name of screen 2002 2017

Phenylketonuria 
Screening Rate 59 99

99

99

Hearing Scan Rate

Biotinidase Screening Ratio

Hypothyroidism 
Screening Rate

0

0

0

94

We promote hearing screening in school-age children.

We promote screening of sight defects in preschool  
children.

We are expanding our adolescent health counseling centers.

We develop preventive oral and dental health 
services. In 2016, we delivered 6.8 million 
kindergartens and  primary school students 
dental care sets. 7.5 million pieces of toothbrush, 
toothpaste and storage bag will be delivered 
to our directorates after the completion of the 
contract period to be distributed to the primary 
and all primary school students in 2017-2018 
academic year.
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WE REACHED 
ALL OVER THE 
TURKEY WITH 
FREE MOBILE 
HEALTH 
SERVICE
Even at the most remote points that cannot be reached 
with our community health centers and family physicians, 
we perform health screenings by going periodically.

WE HAVE 
NURSED 856 
THOUSAND 
OF PATIENTS 
AT HOME
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HOME 
HEALTH 
SERVICES
We started the "Home Health Care" application in February 2010 in order to 
make the medical care and rehabilitation of bed dependent patients at home 
and shorten the length of stay in the hospital.

We will expand the Home Health Services, together with the Ministry 
of Family and Social Policies and Municipalities, to cover self-care and 
home physical needs at home.

We present the medical diagnosis, treatment, dental treatment, care and 
rehabilitation of bed-dependent patients in the home environment.

We apply our babies phototherapy at home.

We provide this service to all the people in need in Turkey who are in need.

Home Health Services currently serves with 947 units, 4,823 personnel, 1,308 
vehicles. Since 2012, the number of patients receiving services from "Home 
Health Services" is 856.000.

General   |    249     |    Health



WE INTRODUCED 
SOCIETY BASED 
MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES
We provided patients with severe mental disorders, psycho-social support 
services, follow-up and treatment to be delivered in an environment where 
they were integrated into the practice of home health care when needed. 163 
pcs Community Mental Health Centers provide services in 77 provinces.

Within the scope of "Society Based National Mental Health Action Plan”t;

We develop national programs for early diagnosis of autism.

We are interfering with mental disorders by promoting the Child's 
Psycho-Social Development Support Program.

We spread intervention units to prevent suicides.

We develop psycho-social support programs in disasters.

We continue to develop mental health services as community based as 
applied in the contemporary world.

We continue to actively use Child Monitoring Centers, a part of effective 
exploitation and exploitation of the child.

WE BUILD 
HIGH SECURITY 
FORENSIC 
PSYCHIATRY 
HOSPITALS
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STRUGGLE 
AGAINST ADDICTION

We form scientific advisory boards.

We organize awareness trainings for target groups.

We continue to struggle with risk factors to reduce tobacco, alcohol, drugs 
and other substance abuse.

We continue to inform the public.

We increase the measures for educational institutions.

We're commissioning narcotics in drug-fighting..

We are increasing the number and effectiveness of treatment centers.

We are strengthening the treatment mechanisms.

We develop post-treatment rehabilitation mechanisms.

We quickly identify emerging harmful substances.

We are closely following individuals who are experiencing drug problems.

We are setting up a drug counseling and support hotline.

We have established the Turkish Drug and Drug Addiction 
Monitoring Center (TUBİM) as a government to fight addiction.
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WE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
ADDICTION WITH 
FEATURED CENTERS 
CONCEPT EFFECTIVELY

We have set up a total of 198 Cancer Early Diagnosis, 
Screening and Training Centers  (KETEM) in 81 provinces, 
including 165 fixed, 33 mobile. (23 zone screen trucks, 10 
pink princess trucks) Our cancer control policies and KETEMs 
were shown as an example model in WHO Cancer Report 
2008.

We conducted screening and public education programs to 
reduce deaths from breast, cervical, and colon cancers. With 
the Mobile Cancer screening tools, we provide special service 
to our citizens.

Name of center 

Community Mental Health Center (TRSM)

Child Monitoring Center

Alcohol and substance addiction
Treatment Center (AMATEM)
Child and Adolescent Addiction
Treatment Center (ÇEMATEM)

AMATEM-ÇEMATEM 
(Ambulatory Diagnosis and 
 Treatment Center)

2002 2017

163

45

55

0

0

10

1

31

We established Free KETEMs for Cancer Screenings.
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WE START 
SPECIFIC 
CANCER 
TRATMENT  
WITH ONCOGEN
We start the process of specific treatment of people with 
genetic drugs and cancer.
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SMOKE FREE 
AIRSPACE, 
HEALTHY 
TURKEY
We have achieved an exemplary success in the fight against smoking and tobacco use, 
which is responsible for many chronic diseases and deaths, especially cancer.

The rate of tobacco use ever since the age of 15 and over has fallen from 31,3% to 
30,6%. Turkey is the first and only country to meet all the WHO MPower criteria.

Our country is the only country that has been awarded three times by WHO because 
of the fight against tobacco.

On World Tobacco - free Day, we received the "Global Principles of Tobacco Control 
Prestige Award" by WHO and the "Global Tobacco Control Achievement Award" by the 
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

We updated the "National Tobacco Control Program and 
Action Plan" covering the years 2014-2018 in line with the 
needs of our country.

Smoking cessation clinic doctors offer free drug 
possibilities for smoker who wants to stop smoking.

More than 2 million citizens have stopped cigarette as 
part of our program to fight against tobacco.

With the Alo 171 Cigarette quit Line, we continue to 
provide services for an average of 3000 citizens a day.
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HOSPITAL 
SERVICES

In 2002 we increased the number of intensive care beds from 869 to 14.817. We've 
transformed hospital rooms into real hospital rooms. We increased the number of 
rooms with bathroom and toilet by 500%.

We increased the number of examination rooms in public health institutions by 400% 
and saved our citizens from examination queues. In 2002, 20,000 patients dropped 
into an examination room, but now there are 2,500 examination rooms.

We saved our hospitals from being poor medical equipment. We have significantly 
increased the intensive care, burn, and newborn capacities of our hospitals.

At least one each of the Oral and Dental Health Center (ADSM), a total of 133 ADSM 
opened.

National Organ Transplant Waiting System ". We prepared the equipment  
to deliver the donated organs to the appropriate patient without any delay.

HOSPITAL NUMBER

BED NUMBER

NUMBER OF INTENSIVE CARE BEDS

QUALIFIED BED NUMBERS 

NEWBORN NUMBER OF BED

NUMBER OF BURN TREATMENT BEDS

MR NUMBER

COMPUTER TOMOGRAPHIC APPLIANCE

NUMBER OF ULTRASOUND DEVICES

NUMBER OF DIALYSIS MACHINES

774

107.394

869

-

665

35

18

121

495

1.510

879

136.047

14.817

85.953

3.910

451

312

534

5.995

5.562

Number of hospitals 2002 2017
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NUMBER 
OF HEALTH 
PLANTS 
CONSTRUCTED 
BY YEARS

New Health center 1993-2002 2003-2017

Hospitals – 
Additional Buildings 311 852

1.840

2.692

767

1.078

First degree 
health center 

TOTAL

We increased the number 
of new constructed health 

centers 

1993-2002 2003-2017
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NUMBER 
OF HEALTH 
PLANTS 
CONSTRUCTED 
BY YEARS

GIANT CITY 
HOSPITALS 
COME INTO 
SERVICE ONE 
BY ONE

Giant city hospitals will have all the digital and technological equipment.

Each hospital will conduct research and development activities like a university hospital.

Patient rooms will be single and double rooms.
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of which the tender stage is 
completed and the tender 
process is continuing.

We construct 
total of 25 city 
hospitals

22 pcs General hospital with 11.244 bed capacity

15 Oncology Hospital with 3.763 bed capacity,

17 pcs maternity hospital with 6.690 bed capacity

3 Children Hospital with 1,400 bed capacity,

17 Cardiovascular Diseases Hospital with 3,950 bed capacity,

3 Orthopedic and Neurological Sciences Hospital with 1.404 bed capacity,

18 Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation Hospital with 3.150 bed capacity,

16 high-security Forensic Psychiatry Hospital with 1,800 beds capacity,

11 Mental Health hospitals with 1,706 bed capacity,

13 Burn Center with 188 bed capacity, a total of 35,295 qualified bed  
capacities will be provided

Starting from the patient's welcome, the hospitality opinion of our citizens 
will change with the city hospitals where the services of all treatments will be 
offered in the comfort of a five-star hotel.
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"Thanks to the determination and 
leadership of the government, Turkey has 
become a model country in the region and 
on the global scale"

WE MOVE 
HEALTH SERVICE 
ABROAD
Somali Mogadishu & Turkey EAH,

250 Beds

150 Beds

60 Beds

20 Beds
INVESTMENTS UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION 

20 Beds

30 Beds

Pakistan Turkish Friendship Hospital

Palestinian Tubas Turkish Friendship  
Hospital, 

Sudan Nyala & Turkey EAH,

Kyrgyz Turkish Friendship Policlinic

El – Bab Hospital

Cerablus Hospital
Çobanbeyi Hospital
Mave Hospital

Azez El – Ehli Hospital

Jarablus Hospital, 
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NUMBER OF 
EMPLOYEE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH PER YEAR

We provide health services with approximately 
627 thousand personnel in our Ministry.

We provided balanced distribution of health 
personnel throughout the country. We brought 
transparency and fairness to staff employment 
and transfers.

We increased the number of 
employees in health sector

Number of Specialist Physicians

Number of Practitioner Physician

Number of dentists

Number of midwives and nurses

Number of Other Health Care Classes

Total

20.000

24.512

86.743

177.780

42.074 

38.070

168.899

374.036

Number of employees 2002 2017

3.204 10.280

43.321 114.713

%110,3 2002 2017

177.780 374.036
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CENTRAL 
PHYSICIAN 
APPOINTMENT 
SYSTEM
We made it possible for our citizens to make an appointment 
from the 182 Call Center, via the internet or from the hospital 
and physician they wanted with mobile application, and to 
reach the health service without waiting. We have launched 
this practice for family physicians since 2013. We perform an 
average of 445,000 daily appointments per day.
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HEALTH 
EXPENDITURES
The total expenditure made by the State in the field of health was 13.5 
billion TL in 2002 and its share within the budget was 12.7%. In 2016, the 
amount of health expenditure increased by 596% to 94,012 billion TL. 
And its share in the budget was 13%.

While the budget allocated to the Ministry of Health in 2002 was 2.2 
billion TL, it increased by 14 times in 2017 to 32.3 billion TL. The share 
of the budget allocated to the Central Government Budget increased 
from 2% in 2002 to 4.5% in 2017.

2002-2017 Ministry of Health Central 
Government Budget Grants
Ministry of Health budget 
increased 

14 Time

Share of Public Health 
Expenditures in the Budget

Public Health Expenditures

20162002

%1
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 %1
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20162002
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HEALTH 
EXPENDITURES

2,2

2,9

4,0

4,4

4,6

6,0

6,7

7,1

8,7

9,4

12,7

13,9

16,9

18,7

20,3

25,6

32,3
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Bugged of 
ministry 

of health 
(Billion TL)

* Appropriations of affiliated organizations were included 
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EMERGENCY 
HEALTH 
SERVICES
112 Emergency services with superior standards by equipping with land, air and sea 
ambulances, we have made free service to the most remote corner of the country.

We equip our fleet of Emergency Health Services with tools of modern age 17 
Helicopter, 2 Air Ambulance Fleet, 6 Sea Ambulance allocated to the service of our 
people.

Our air ambulances; Has served 38,523 patients since the beginning of the relative age.

257 Snow Pallet Ambulances, which were not in our country before, are used for our 
people to be used in difficult winter conditions and areas with heavy snowfall.

The number of ambulances, which was 618 in 2002, reached 4.916 at the end of 2017; 
In 2002, we increased the number of emergency response stations from 481 to 2,548.

We have included 63 ambulances carrying multiple patients who can be transported at 
least 4 injuries in major accidents or mass events.

Beside these, we have created motorcycle 
emergency response teams to serve, especially in 
cases where standard ambulances have not been 
able to reach us, such as street stalls or traffic 
congestion. Since December 2011, we have been 
providing services in metropolitan areas with 60 
motorcycle emergency response teams.
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EMERGENCY 
HEALTH 
SERVICES

2002-2017 Health Fleet Numbers

Description 2002 2017
Number of 112 stations

Number of ambulances

Number of ambulance helicopters

Number of ambulance aircraft

481 2.548 

618 4.926

0 17

0 2

Number of sea ambulances

Number of snow pallet ambulances

Motorcycle emergency response team

Snow plowing ambulance (snow track)

0 6

0 257

0 60

0 22

4 stretcher ambulance

Intensive care obese ambulance

Ratio of rural population that can receive 
services

Number of patients transported by 
aircraft ambulance

0 63

0 91

%20 %100

Number of patients transported by 
helicopter ambulance

Number of patients transported by 
sea ambulance

Number of patients transported by road 
ambulance

0 27.641

0 12.501 

350.769 3.903.291

0 10.882
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27,641 
PATIENTS 
WITH 
HELICOPTER 
AMBULANCES 

WHICH HAVE 
BEEN USED IN 
THE AK PARTY  
PERIOD
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TRANSPORTED 
WITH AIR 

AMBULANCES 

ARE TRANSPORTED AND

10.882 
PATIENT
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7/24
FOR

In emergency situations, we made innovations in 112 
emergency services in order to reach our citizens. 

we have opened our way to reach our patients in all 
conditions by Snow pallet ambulance, helicopter and 
airplane ambulance, sea ambulance investments.

We are the 11th country in Europe, and 14th  all over 
the world capable of night flight with night service in 
air ambulance.

EMERGENCY TEAM IS READY
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WE TRANSFER 
PATIENTS WITH 
HELICOPTERED AND 
AIR AMBULANCE

NIGHT VISION 
HELICOPTERS 
ARE AT 
SERVICE

AMBULANS

61
7

2.5
48

 

48
1

4.
92

6 

Number of ambulances  Number of 1112 stations 
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NATIONAL MEDICAL 
RESCUE (UMKE) AND 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION  
TEAM FOR DISASTERS
With the largest National Medical Rescue Team (UMKE) in Europe, which we established 
in 2005, we have created an emergency response capacity for disasters and extraordinary 
cases. These teams, which have the capability to intervene in and out of the country, have 
carried out the following activities; 2005 Indonesian earthquake, and Tsunamis, 2005 Pakistan 
Muzafferabad earthquake, 2006-2011 Sudan humanitarian aid organization, 2007 Afghanistan 
flood and landslide, 2008-2011 Iraqi wounded transfer, 2009 Padang earthquake in Indonesia, 
2010 Haiti earthquake, 2011-2017 Somali humanitarian organization, 2010 Israel Mavi Marmara 
wounded evacuation, 2010-2011 Pakistan flood disaster, 2011 Albania's Montenegro flood 
disaster, 2011 Japan earthquake, 2011 Libya injured transplanted (2011), 2011- 2017 Somali 
wounded transfer, 2014 Palestinian airborne wounded transplant, 2014 Northern Iraq 
humanitarian organization,   Saudi Arabia Mecca injured transfer, 2015 Nepalese earthquake, 
Syrian humanitarian operations and Ukraine wounded transfer.

UMKE has carried out the following activities in Turkey; Sakarya Pamukova Train Accident, 
Ankara Ulus Anafartalar Çarşısı Terror Attack, Atlas Jet Isparta Plane Accident, Bolu Cyprus 
Ambulance Helicopter Accident, Bursa- Balikesir Mineral Accident, Elazığ earthquake, Ankara 
Crashing / Ostim Fire and explosion incident, 2011 Kütahya Simav earthquake, Ankara 
Earthquake terrorist attack, 2011 Erciş and Van earthquake, Niğde Demirkazık Ukrainian 
mountaineer rescue operation, 2012 Samsun flood disaster, 2012 Afyonkarahisar Military Plant 
Explosion, 2013 Kırıkkale Ammunition Factory Explosion, 2013 Ankara US Embassy Terror 
Attack, Soma and Ermenek Mine Accident,

Establishment of a field hospital to serve Syrian guests in border provinces And hundreds of 
similar tasks have been intervened.

UMKE intervenes with all kinds of emergency and unusual situations both domestic and 
abroad with 8,383 personnel, mainly physician-specialist physicians and other health workers.
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IN PHARMACEUTICALS

SERVICES;
We have made it possible for our poor citizens with Green Card to take drug 
expenses free of charge and receive their medication from pharmacy.

With the Health Practice Statement, we started to apply free medicine and medical 
supplies for patients, inpatients.

We have achieved the goal of easy access with the lowest price to medicine. We 
have been working on raising awareness of rational drug use.

We made the drug leaflets simple and understandable. We have made it easy for 
our citizens to understand all kinds of information about medicine.

We have established the Follow-up Drug Tracking System (ITS) at every stage of 
the drugstore. With the system developed, all the drugs in the market are recorded 
with a tracking number and they are tracked at every stage until they are consumed 
from production. By this system, fraud, known as price changing, is prevented and it 
is impossible to find counterfeit and illegal drugs on the market.
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Includes production serial number, expiration 
date and unique serial number. The Drug Tracking 
System is the first common practice in the world 
where data Code is used and can be monitored.

DRUGS 
FINGERPRINT: 
DRUG TRACKING 
SYSTEM
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Product Tracking system was established. 

ORDER, PRODUCT 
TRACKING SYSTEM 
(ÜTS) APPLICATION   

To provide access to safe products,

To combat the informal economy,

In order to expel, supervise, follow and supervise the 
medical devices and cosmetic products produced or 
imported in our country, 
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PLASMA
FRACTIONATION

PROJECT
With the Plasma Fractionation Project, we will be able to produce some 
blood drugs that are used in our country and imported from abroad, with 
components that can be obtained from our own blood. So we will abolish 
the commitment to abroad. We will even reach the export capacity. The 
annual TL 790 million TL will remain in our country.
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PALLIATIVE 
CARE CENTERS 
ARE BEING 
OPENED

The increase in the incidence of cancer in recent years has led to the need for 
palliative care centers for chronic diseases, which are the consequence of the 
prolongation of the life span of the cancer patients with the treatment, the 
prolongation of the human life.

We will create palliative care, which is aimed at preventing and alleviating 
suffering and improving quality of life, in all our hospitals in the form of half of 
our intensive care bed count.  (2017 palliative care beds: 3.350
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UNDER THE LOCALIZATION 
PROJECT NATIONAL VACCINES 
ADULT TYPE TD (TETANOUS-
DIPHTHY) VACCINE
Within National vaccine production localization process, In July 2015, a 7-year intake 
of the adult type diphtheria tetanus vaccine was produced for the production of the 
vaccine from our antigen. Turkey drug filling plant has been completed and applied for 
the Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) certificate of the Turkish Medicines and Medical 
Devices Authority (TİTCK) and GMP certificate was received. In May 2017, the first TD 
was filled. The first two year target of TD vaccine was filling and packaging in Turkey. 
9,540,000 euros  value of 6 million doses vaccines were received. Construction of the 
antigen production plant continues in accordance with the process progress report. As 
of July 2019, Adult Type TD Vaccine will be produced from antigen. The production plant 
construction continues according to the progress report twice in a year.

NATIONAL VACCINE 
PRODUCTION 
PROJECT
We gain vaccine production 
technology to our country.t
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Pediatric type 
Hepatitis A 
Vaccine  
On the issue of pediatric type hepatitis A vaccine in our country with the condition of 
production from antigen through technology transfer, according to the decision taken at 
the meeting of the Health Industry Steering Committee (SEYK), held on 04 January 2017, 
the Industrial Business Association Program (SIP) procurement has been disabled, The 
20th article of the JCC numbered 4734, "Tender procedure between certain tenderers" 
and the criterion prepared for the SIP, was decided to be made according to the 
additional Article 9 and to be tendered according to this article.

Preparations have begun, documents previously prepared under the SIP have been 
revised. For the procedures and principles to be determined in this 10-year procurement 
method, the Council of Ministers the decision is expected.

In addition, at the SEYK meeting held on September 27, 2017, and the manufacturer 
companies. SEYK has interviewed the manufacturers and decided to clarify the SRP 
criteria. The SEYK meeting to be held on October 19, 2017 will be tendered according to 
the decision to be made. (NOTE: Sip Regulation is being revised).
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FAMILY AND SOCIAL 
POLICIES
SERVICES FOR FAMILY 

CHILD SERVICES

DISABLE AND ELDERLY SERVICES

SERVICES FOR WOMEN

SERVICES FOR MARTYR'S AND 
VETERANS RELATIVES

SOCIAL AID

ALO 183 - ALO 144
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Since 2002 we have increased the amount of 
resources used in social aid and services by 24 
times. While the amount of resources used in 
this area in 2002 was 1 billion 400 million TL, 
this amount increased to 32 billion TL in 2016. 
And it is stipulated to increase 38,3 Billion TL in 
2017.

USED IN THE AREA 
OF SOCIAL AID 
AND SERVICES
BY 24 TIMES

WE INCREASED THE 
AMOUNT OF RESOURCES

SOURCES TRANSFERED TO 
SOCIAL AIDS IN YEAR 2016 
IS 32 BILLION TL

20
02

20
17 38.3 Billion

1.4 Billion
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SOCIAL AID 
AND 
SOCIAL WORK 
EXPENDITURES 
RATIO 
INCREASED 
3 TIMES
While the ratio of social expenditures 
in GDP was 0.5% in 2002, this ratio was 
1.49% in 2016. it is stipulated to increase 
1,59% in2017.

2002 2016

%0
,5 %1

,4
9
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100,000 HOUSING 
UNITS ARE 
BEING 
CONSTRUCTED 
FOR POOR FAMILIES

In order to meet the needs of housing, which is one of the most basic 
requirements of poor dwellings in business association with TOKI, "Social 
Houses" are constructed for 20 years 100 TL 100 TL installments. So far 31,588 
houses have been delivered. By 2023, 100,000 houses were targeted.

Since 2004, a free course book has been distributed amounting to 2 billion 607 
million TL. As of September 2017, 16 million students and a free course book 
amounting to TL 197 million were distributed.

We regularly make fuel aid every year to over 2 million dwelling.

In the mobile teaching, lunch expenses of 1,2 million students are  
provided.

Regular cash subsidy of 275 TL per month was given to 287 thousand women 
whose husband  died. As of September 2017, a total of TL 553 million TL was 
granted to widowed women.
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IN 2016, THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF 
BENEFICIARIES WAS 
10,610,928

WE WILL PERMANENTLY 
REMOVE POVERTY BY 
ESTABLISHING THE FUTURE 
OF OUR CHILDREN 
In 2016, mothers of 3 million 260,000 children received 
regular cash support under conditional education and 
conditional health benefits program. Within the scope of 
Conditional Education Assistance and Conditional Health 
Assistance, 1 Billion TL was transferred in 2016.

New and inclusive social aid and social support programs have been 
implemented from 2002 to 2016, depending on the needs of the 
service, and almost all of our citizens who need these services are 
included in these programs. In 2002 only 4 types of aid were granted, 
but by 2017 the number of types of aid has been increased to 39.
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WE NEVER 
LEAVE  
ALONE 
SOLDIER 
FAMILIES

It is an aid program that is being implemented with the aim of providing regular 
economic support to needy families whose husbands or sons are performing 
compulsory military service. Under this assistance program, the beneficiaries 
are paid 275 TL monthly. In 2016, a payment of 127 million TL was made to 74 
thousand families.

The Social Aid Card application has been actualized. As of 2016, 2.4 million people 
were allowed to receive social aid cards. The social assistance card was distributed 
to 2 million 84 thousand people who requested. These people are actively using 1 
million 696 thousand cards.

The general health insurance premiums of 6,7 million people in need are paid by 
the state.

As of the end of 2016, approximately 15 million citizens have applied for the 
General health insurance application, which cannot be actualized in many European 
countries and the United States, the general health insurance premiums of 6,7 
million people have been paid by the state

Annually, 1.3 million disabled and elderly citizens have regular monthly cash 
benefits between 251-566 TL within the scope of Law No. 2022.

Approximately 17 thousand projects were supported in the period of 2003-2016. 
With sustainable and social projects, our citizens have achieved sustainable 
development.
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4.000 QUALIFIED 
PERSONNEL WERE 
EMPLOYED TO INCREASE 
THE NUMBER OF 
EMPLOYEES IN THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF SYD (SOCIAL 
AID)-FOUNDATION 
EMPLOYEES TO 9,058
The scoring formula has been developed in order to be able to benefit from social 
aid and to apply the General Health Insurance test according to scientific criteria. 
The number of SYD Foundation staff providing services to 1000 SYD Foundation 
throughout the country has been increased to 9,058 by 2016 by providing 
employment of approximately 4.000 qualified personnel and 4 years of faculty 
graduates in the field of social services.

The rate of our citizens living with income under $ 4.3 per day was 30.3% in 2002, 
but in 2015 it decreased to 1.58%.

The rate of our citizens living below 2.15 dollars per day 
decreased from 3.04% in 2002 to 0.06% in 2015.

%30,3

%1,58
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%3,04

%0,06
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WE LAUNCHED 
THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST 
HUMANITARIAN 
AID PROGRAM 
FOR FOREIGNERS, 
"SOCIAL 
INTEGRATION 
AID" AND 
"CONDITIONAL 
CASH TRANSFER 
FOR FOREIGNERS".
Social Compliance Aid, which started in 2016, Financed by the European Union, the UN 
World Food Program (WFP)
It is an aid program implemented in partnership between the Turkish Red Crescent and the 
Ministry of Family and Social Policy. Within this scope, as of August 2017, 1 million foreign 
nationals are paid 120 TL per person per month from EU funds.
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WE WORK 
FOR A TURKEY 
WHERE 
THERE IS NO 
POVERTY AND 
CONSISTING OF 
INDIVIDUALS 
CONFIDENT 
ABOUT THE 
FUTURE 
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PEACEFUL 
TURKEY 
THANKS 
TO SOCIAL 
POLICIES

WE ARE AIMING FOR A HAPPY SOCIETY, A HAPPY FAMILY, AN 
ADORING TURKEY FOR OUR CHILDREN

WE WANT A HAPPY COUNTRY THAT DOES NOT FACE THE OBSTACLES

WOMEN AND MEN HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS...

TURKEY WHICH PAYS DUTY OF LOYALTY TO MARTYRS AND VETERANS 

ALL TOGETHER IN SOCIAL AID, HAND TO HAND ...
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SOCIAL SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS 
INVESTMENTS
Construction of 86 projects related to Child Services (Love House, Care and Social 
Rehabilitation Center, Conservation Care and Rehabilitation Center, Kindergarten, 
ÇOGEM, Boys Girls Training etc.) has been completed and a total of 276 million TL 
has been spent.

Construction of 47 projects (Barrier-free Life Center) for disabled people was 
completed and a total of 182 million 555 thousand TL was spent.

For the elderly As of September, 2017 we are serving with 144 Nursing Home / 
Elderly Care and Rehabilitation Center. 33 Investment in nursing homes is available.

54 Social Service Centers (SHM) for social services were completed between 2002 
and September 2017 and a total of 180 million TL was spent.

On the other hand, 210 SHM started to provide services through leasing or 
allocation. As of today, the number of SHMs has risen to 264. Until 2023, this 
number is aimed 422. We will continue to provide our Ministry's services in an 
efficient and accessible manner
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WE PROTECT 
OUR FAMILY AND 
OUR DYNAMIC 
POPULATION
Family is the basis of society. The maintenance of social stability and trust 
depends on the strength of the family structure. Our family carries out functions 
by conveying values such as compassion, self-sacrifice, tolerance and sharing, to 
young people, and  carrying our common values to the future. The first structure, 
in which individuals receive support and defected is again family and environment 
where the family is  at the center . However, problems and difficulties that arise 
from various causes make our families and individuals inadequate and in need of 
support. For this reason, the protection of the family and the support of family 
values are the main priorities of our social policies. During the period of AK Party 
power, our country has enjoyed great developments in social politics.

With the aid and service programs implemented, we have shown to our families 
and citizens that they are not alone and unattended. With our family-centered 
policies, social assistance and service programs implemented, we have rescued 
many families from being scattered and helpless in the face of difficulties. We 
support our families through a series of programs, ranging from health education, 
poverty, employment, to the provision of institutional services for disabled 
and elderly family members. We continue to implement new programs for the 
protection and support of our families. In this context; We are bringing three new 
programs to our country. 
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WE PROTECT 
OUR FAMILY AND 
OUR DYNAMIC 
POPULATION

For our young people who want to build families and mary by considering that the draft 
law we have prepared is accepted  grand national assembly of turkey ; We are passing 
through the "Birth Aid", "Dowry Account and Government Contribution" and "Housing 
Saving Account" programs.

The scope of "Birth Aid" paid to civil servants has been expanded. 300 TL will be given 
for the first babies of our citizens who live abroad and all the mother who gave birth 
including the blue card holders (if the father is a Turkish citizen). 400 TL for the second 
babies, 600 TL for the third and every subsequent babies.

A new program called "Dowry Account and Government Contribution" is launched for 
our young people who are planning to marry. In this account, state contributions will be 
provided in a certain amount to the amount saved by our citizens. And a maximum of 
5,481 TL will be given to our young people who want to marry. As of the end of August 
2017, there are 25,177 active account holders in the Dowry Account which is traded in 15 
banks. Approximately TL 42 million deposits of these accounts have accumulated in the 
banks.

However, due to financial impossibilities, the "Housing Savings Account" will be launched 
for the first time for our families who have not been homeowners until now. A maximum 
contribution of TL 16.443 TL shall be paid by the state to the citizens who deposit their 
money in this savings account. As of August 2017, the Housing Account is in operation in 
14 banks and a total of 10.668 people own the active housing account. Approximately 68 
million TL deposits of these accounts have accumulated in the banks.
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The ASDEP 
(Family 
Social 
Support 
Program) 
IS THE FOUNDATION 
OF OUR SOCIAL 
SERVICES
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The ASDEP 
(Family 
Social 
Support 
Program) 

In the context of ASDEP, which aims to provide social service we aim to 
reach all disadvantaged citizens who have problems, we aim to inform 
and direct the citizens who have been reached to the possibilities that 
the public has   provided for them, we aim to ensure that the problems 
of our guided citizens are solved with effective guidance.

Within this scope, 1,500 ASDEP staff were employed in 2016. the 
trainings of these persons have been completed and the information 
processing infrastructure has been established and the ASDEP staff 
has been allowed to start field visits. We will have reached the number 
of 3,000 ASDEP staff by the end of 2017.

Together with all the elements of the ASDEP, all citizens who need 
social assistance and social services will be reached and their problems 
will be solved, social risk maps will be created in the light of the 
accurate and up-to-date information reached and it will be monitored 
effectively whether the services provided by our Ministry are used 
appropriately for the purpose. As a result, the living conditions of our 
citizens will be moved to a higher level.
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In order to contribute to the preparation of couples who came together in marriage age 
and come together for the purpose of building a family, to prepare marriage life and to 
establish long lasting and healthy marriages; We run the Pre-marriage Training Program. 

Within the scope of the program, 614,000 individuals under the headings of 
Communication and Living Skills in Marriage, Family Law, Marriage and Health were 
offered to raise awareness of premarital candidates about marriage.

Our studies on pre-marriage education program spreading throughout the country are 
continuing

With "Premarital Education 2017-2018 Dissemination Project" We will organize seminars 
that will emphasize and promote the importance of education to the governors of the 
provinces, mayors, muhtars, authorities of all institutions and institutions that can reach 
young people, religious leaders and opinion leaders. We have started our seminars with 
Ankara.

PRE-MARRIAGE 
TRAINING 
PROGRAM 
IS BEING 
DISSEMINATED
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WE CONDUCT 
SOCIAL 
RESEARCHES
We conduct social surveys, taking into account the priorities of the 
society and the views of the relevant institutions, in order to identify 
problems threatening the Turkish family structure and values and 
the factors leading to these problems and to create social policies 
to protect the integrity of the family. We also conduct workshops, , 
conferences, meetings, etc. in related fields.

General   |    295     |    Family and Social Policies



WE PLAY AN 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN

In order to determine the prevalence of drug use in general 
and young population and the social needs of substance abuse 
In 2016, we conducted "University Youth Profile" research by 
interviewing 21,156 students from 68 different universities and 
33 provinces.

We aim to accelerate the social integration of those who have 
completed substance abuse treatment in the Social Integration 
Agencies that have begun to open. We opened 4 Social 
Compliance Centers, 1 in Ankara, 2 in Istanbul and 1 in Antalya.

Within the scope of the Family Education Program, we gave 
61 thousand 516 people the "Protection from Substance Use 
Risk and Substance Dependence" training. In addition, we aim 
to train 60 thousand people throughout the country until the 
end of 2017 within the scope of Addiction Fighting Trainings 
initiated in cooperation with Yeşilay (the green crescent).

FIGHT 
AGAINST 
DRUGS 
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WE PROVIDE 
PSYCHO 
SOCIAL 
SUPPORTS FOR 
DISASTERS AND 
EMERGENCY 
SITUATIONS 
Our Ministry is responsible for the coordination 
of psychosocial support services in Disaster 
and Emergency situations. We are conducting 
psychosocial support activities to prevent 
psychological incompatibilities and disorders that 
may arise.

In the years 2016-2017, we provided 62,885 
bereaved families, 370,570 people and 2231 
professionals with psychosocial support in the 
context of 53 disasters and emergency situations 
(terrorism, earthquake, accident etc.). We continue 
our education activities in order to be prepared for 
any kind of disasters and emergencies.

General   |    297     |    Family and Social Policies



WE PROVIDE 
PSYCHO 
SOCIAL 
SUPPORT FOR 
FOREIGNERS 
UNDER 
TEMPORARY 
PROTECTION 
We have provided about 141,719 Psychosocial 
support services for Syrians from 2014  until 
today through our psychosocial support units 
at 26 temporary shelter centers.

Provincial Directorates and Social Service 
Centers have provided psychosocial support 
services for around 61,000 Syrians from 2016 
to nowadays except temporary shelters.
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WE WANT OUR 
CHILDREN TO 
GROW UP WITH 
LOVE
Families who want to give their children to the institutional care for economic reasons 
are supported and their children are allowed to stay with their families. As of 2017, 719 TL 
monthly support is given for the children living with the family.

HOUSE SYSTEM IS USED INSTEAD OF DORMITORY SYSTEM, AND FAMILY HOSTED 
SERVICE IS PREFERRED INSTEAD OF INSTITUTION CARE SYSTEM IN CHILD SERVICES    
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WE MADE A 
RECORD INCREASE 
IN THE NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN 
RETURNING TO 
FAMILY CARE
In the last 12 years the number of children 
returned to the family in terms of organization 
has reached 11 thousand 181. 

While the number of children looked after by 
foster family was 520 in 2002, this number 
reached to 5,564 as of November 2017.

Children cared by 
protecting family 

2002 2017
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OUR 
CHILDREN'S 
HOUSE SITES 
ENABLES 
THOUSANDS 
OF KIDS FEEL 
THEIR HOME
Within the context of service transformation in the enterprise 
maintenance, the transition from ward-type establishments to a home-care 
model such as a children's home and a child homes site was completed. 
Within this transformation framework; There were 17,856 children in 186 
dormitories and hostels in 2002   As of June, 2017, all of the ward-type 
organizations were closed.

As of November, 2017 a total of 6 thousand 287 children are served at 1195 
Child Houses, A total of 6,113 children are served at 108 Child care Sites.
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WE 
INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF ADOPTIONS 
BY OVER 2 
TIMES
As of 2002, a total of 6,996 children 
were adopted. This figure is 15 thousand 
785 as of November, 2017.
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Child Support 
Centers and 
ANKA Psycho-
Social Support 
Program
Child Support Centers are established for children aged between 11 and 18 
who are at risk in the streets who have been subjected to crime victimization, 
suicide by our Ministry. Services are provided to meet the basic needs of these 
children, to determine their physical, emotional, psychological and social needs 
and to perform the necessary interventions, to return to their families and their 
immediate surroundings and to become ready for other social service models.

The ANKA Psycho-Social support program for the treatment of the risks and 
traumas experienced by children who are crime victims in these centers, those 
who are succumbed and who are at risk in the streets and whose rights are 
protected by the related court are developed and started to be implemented.
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WE INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF CHILDREN 
IN THE FOSTER 
CARE SERVICE 
BY ABOUT 10 
TIMES
In 2002, the number of children with foster 
families was 520 while this number reached 
5,564 as of November 2017.

2002

520
NUMBER OF 
CHILD CARED 

WITH PROTECTING 
FAMILY 
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HOUSE SYSTEM IS USED 
INSTEAD OF DORMITORY 
SYSTEM, AND FAMILY 
HOSTED SERVICE IS 
PREFERRED INSTEAD 
OF INSTITUTION CARE 
SYSTEM IN CHILD 
SERVICES
Within the context of social and economic support 
services, social and economic support of 757 million 
879 thousand TL has been made by November 2017.
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WE CROSS THE 
OBSTACLES ALL 
TOGETHER
With the article added to the Social Services Act No. 2828 in 2005, All disabled people in 
need of care were included in the scope of care service first time. The payment of the fees 
for care provided at home or at special care centers for the disabled is provided. With the 
Law No. 6518, in the calculation of the income criterion in the places where more than one 
needing disabled person exists, it is ensured that every subsequent needing disabled person 
is counted as two persons.

According to 2007, the number of disabled people benefiting from this service increased by 15 
times and the shared budget increased by 95 times. As of the end of August 2017, 4 billion 212 
million TL have been paid to 498 thousand 68 disabled people for home care services.

In 2005, the first Handicapped Law was enacted in our country. 15 
Regulations and other related legislation together with approximately 
1,500 articles of handicapped Law has been established.

The pensions under Law No. 2022, which are given to disabled people 
who are over 65 years old and unable to work, have been increased by 
200% to 300%.

With the amendment made in the handicapped Law, the coverage of 
pensions under the Law No. 2022 has been expanded so that both 
disabled persons are linked to each of their husbands and to the 
families of disabled people under the age of 18
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CITIZENS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
SALARY INCREASED 
BY MORE THAN 2 
TIMES
While the number of citizens who received disability pensions under the Law 
No. 2022 in 2002 was 262 thousand 378, this figure was 685 thousand persons 
as of November 2017. The amount of resources transferred annually was 
approximately 2.62 billion TL.

The amount paid as a disability and old-age pension increased by 10 times over 
the end of 2016 compared to the end of 2002.

"Regulations for the handicapped citizens continue for their adaptation to 
social life. We rearrange streets, public transport, public and municipal service 
buildings. We make it even easier to consider our disabled brothers and sisters. 
" With the amendment made in Article 10 of the Constitution in 2010, POSITIVE 
DISCRIMINATION was ensured at constitutional level.

OUR CITIZENS RECEIVING 
DISABLED SALARY 

2002 262 bin 378
2017 685 bin
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WE INCREASED  
THE NUMBER OF 
HANDICAPPED PEOPLE 
WHO ARE CARRIED BY 
MOBILE TEACHING TO 
AROUND 7 TIMES
While the number of disabled students transported to schools within the scope of 
the mobile Education Project was 6.901 in 2004-2005 academic year, this number 
reached to 78.596 in the academic year of 2015-2016 with the extension of the 
scope of services. In total, 628 million TL was spent for 251,666 students.
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WE 
INCREASED 
EMPLOYMENT 
OF DISABLED 
PEOPLE BY 6 
TIMES IN THE 
PUBLIC
While the number of disabled workers employed in the 
public and private sectors was 45 thousand 621 at the end 
of 2002, this figure has increased to 109 thousand 436 as of 
September 2017.

Number of officers with disabilities employed: 

49.873
Number of disabled workers employed: 

10.448
98.988
Number of disabled workers employed in the private sector: 
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WE TOUCH THE 
SOUL OF OUR 
HANDICAPPED 
CITIZENS 

Intercity public transport, ships, minibuses and vehicles for tourism 
will be made accessible to disabled citizens until 7.7.2018.

We will meet the relocation demands of our officers who are disabled 
or have disabled relatives.

Monthly spending will be given to my elderly and disabled citizens 
who are in need of care.

Wheelchairs and similar vehicles used by our disabled citizens will be 
exempted from Special Consumption Tax.
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WE INCREASE THE 
LABOR FORCE 
PARTICIPATION 
OF OUR 
HANDICAPPED 
CITIZENS  
In 2005, Law No. 5378 on Persons with Disabilities entered into force, Regulation on 
Protected Workplaces entered into force in 2013 and the Regulation on the Payment 
to the Employer in Response to the Fees of the Disabled Workers in 2016, 

Within this scope, 

With the new support provisions introduced in order to establish protected 
workplaces in our country; discounts on Income and Corporation Tax for protected 
workplaces, Exemption from environmental clean-up tax, a part of the salaries of 
the disabled persons who will work in the protected places and the unemployment 
insurance premiums of the employers are provided. The Regulation on the 
implementation of these incentives has entered into force.

In accordance with the Regulation on Protected Workplaces entered into force 
on 26 November 2013 secretarial operations of protected workplaces are carried 
out by the Provincial Directorates of Family and Social Policies. An employer who 
wishes to obtain a protected workplace status at work has applied to the Provincial 
Directorate of Family and Social Policies in his province.

By August 2017, 6 workplaces have received "Protected Workplace Status 
Certificate" 76,766 TL has been transferred to these protected work places (two of 
them).
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ELDERS
In line with the needs, preferences and feasibilities of the elderly in our 
country, "Draft 2017-2020 Active Aging Strategy Document" was prepared.

We continue our informing and awareness-raising activities aiming at building 
old friendly cities.

Our elderly citizens who cannot be cared for by their families are provided 
with care and protection services for human dignity. Home care support is 
provided for the elderly who are in need of care and who do not demand 
institutional care.

Efforts are underway to develop institutional home care services so that older 
people can continue their lives without being disconnected from their social 
environment

Nursing homes and nursing homes Elderly care and rehabilitation centers the 
elderly who are deprived of economic and social direction and the elderly who 
are given the Medal of Independence according to the Law No. 1005 benefit 
for free.  The elderly who are staying for free are given a monthly allowance 
from the Ministry budget.

We are expanding our specialized, high standard and lower capacity centers, 
Elderly Houses and day services.

With elderly houses realized, for those who are willing could stay in the rooms 
for 3-6 people affiliated to nursing homes, or they can stay alone or with 
their spouses. In these houses and apartments that are ready with all kinds of 
service establishment  provide  services  in nursing homes.
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FREE 
TRAVEL 
RIGHT
From 2014 onwards, martyrs' relatives, veterans,  disabled persons, heavy handicap 
individuals and elderly people are provided free or discounted access to the railway, 
maritime vehicles or municipal transport vehicles.

In this context, starting from April 2015, approximately 13.000 vehicles belonging to 
private individuals or companies, which are free travel carriers, have started to receive 
income support payments by the Ministry of Family and Social Policy.

A total of 353 million TL has been paid in the coordination of Provincial Directorates of 
Provincial Administrations and Ministry of the Governorate within the Governorates within 
2.5 years.

The income support payments to be made within the scope of Free Travel continue 
uninterrupted monthly.

In order to facilitate the lives of the elderly over 
65 years the Elders Support Program (YADES) 
was launched in 2016.

Within the scope of the Ministry's Elders Support 
Program (YADES); With a budget of 4 million 125 
thousand TL
We continue to contribute to the elderly home 
care and support projects of the Metropolitan 
Municipalities.

In case of need care service will be provided 
through the purchase of elderly services in need 
of protection, care and assistance.
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WE HAVE COME A 
LONG WAY IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST 
GENDER EQUALITY 
AND VIOLENCE
Amendments made in article 10 of the Constitution in 2004 and 2010 strengthened the 
principle of equality between men and women. In Article 10 of the Constitution in 2004; 
"Women and men have equal rights. The state is obliged to ensure that this equality is 
actualized." With the last amendment in 2010, The clause of "Measures to be taken for 
this purpose cannot be construed as contrary to the principle of equality." was added The 
subject matter was brought to a structure containing positive discrimination.

The Commission on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men was established on 24 
March 2009. 2010/14 numbered Prime Ministry Circular on the Promotion of Women's 
Employment and Equal Opportunity has been published.

With the amendment made in the Income Tax Law in 2007 sales of Products by women 
in the home are exempted from income tax in case of selling the products in kermises, 
festivals and public areas. 

For Violence Against Women and Prevention of Domestic Violence We signed on May 
11, 2011 Council of Europe Convention (Istanbul Convention) and Turkey became the first 
country to ratify the convention without reservation in Parliament.

The Law on the Protection of the Family and the Prevention of Violence Against Women 
with the understanding of zero tolerance towards violence was accepted by the General 
Assembly of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey on 8 March 2012 and entered into 
force on 20 March 2012.

The Prime Ministry Circular No. 2006/17 on "Measures to Prevent Violent Movements for 
Children and Women and Prevention of honor crimes" has been published.

With the amendment made in the Law on Income Tax in 2007, income tax exemption was 
introduced to those who sold some products without establishing a business.
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NUMBER OF WOMEN WHO 
BENEFIT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SUPPORTS INCREASE 
GRADUALLY 
With the Law No. 6111 enacted in 2011 positive discrimination was made in terms of the provision 
of new employment opportunities for women, In the case employment of women older than 
18 years, the employer's share of insurance premiums will be covered from the Unemployment 
Insurance Fund for 12 to 54 months, depending on certain circumstances. 162,579 women 
benefit from these incentives as of June 2017.

The law also introduced measures to improve the working life of women. With the Law No. 
6663, the time spent in civil servants' free leave due to childbirth was assessed in degrees / 
stages.

From the conclusion of maternity leave, half-time leave with a fee of up to 2 months for the first 
child, 4 months for the second child, 6 months for the third child and others is granted.

For parents working until their child reach age of primary school the right to work part-time for 
each child was introduced.

During premature births, maternity leave has been extended to female civil servants until the 
time of premature birth.

After birth, the worker is entitled to use maternity leave in the death of her mother.

In case of adoption, Leave rights are regulated, With the arrangement made within the scope of 
Law No. 6745
It has been exempted from income and corporation taxation during the five taxation periods 
starting from the taxation period in which Special Nurseries and Day Care Centers operate.

By "Turkey's Engineer Girls Project" our students who want to study in the field of engineering 
and who are currently studying are supported in this area.

"Granny Project for Support of Women's Employment" and the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security in cooperation with our Ministry Grandmothers who look after their grandchildren 
between the ages of 0-3  are supported 

This allows women to remain in the labor market and children grow up with their grandparents. 
And culture transfer is provided. A total of 425 TL is paid to 6.500 grandmothers for a period of 
1 year in 10 pilot regions determined within the scope of the project.

While the labor force participation rate of women was 23.3% in 2004, as of June 2017, the latest 
actual data, this ratio has increased to 34.1%.
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WE SAID “STOP” 
VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN

"The Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Violence against Women 
and Domestic Violence against Women and the Struggle against them (Istanbul 
Convention)" was enacted in March 2012.

Our third action plan in the fight against violence against women "3rd National Action 
Plan for Combating Violence Against Women, 2016-2020" entered into force in 
December 2016.

The number of female guesthouses increased by 1.175% from 8 in 2002 to 137 by 
October 2017. In 2002, female guest house capacity increased from 170 to 3,444 as of 
October 2017.

The number of Violence Prevention and Monitoring Centers (ŞÖNİM) serving to prevent 
violence against women and to implement preventive and preventive measures 
effectively is 68 as of October 2017. 

Between the years 2002-2017 (end of September) 135,094 women, 10,321 men and 
36,372 children, 181,787 people were served from these facilities.

Between the years 2002-2017 (end of September) 118,790 women and 65,901 children 
accompanied by a total of 184,691 women were served.

Studies to specialize female guesthouses are being carried out in order to protect 
women victimized by violence more effectively and to provide qualified service.

Electronic Support System Pilot Application which aims to provide more effective 
protection to victims of violence was implemented in Bursa and Adana in the period of 
2012-2015

Implementation of the "Pilot Application of Tracking Systems with Technical Methods", 
which uses electronic clamp devices which are accompanied by violence victims and 
violators, started to be implemented from 2015. Initially implemented in Ankara and 
İzmir provinces, the system is implemented as pilot in Ankara, İzmir, Istanbul, Bursa, 
Antalya and Gaziantep as of 2017.

At training and seminars on gender equality, gender and violence against women 
conducted by the General Directorate of Women's Status Education of 71,000 police, 
65,000 medical officers, 3,300 public officials, 778 court clerks and editor-in-chief, 434 
communication faculty student and 198 local media workers, 326 family court judges 
and prosecutors, 250 inspector inspectors, 190 district governors, 100 ASP Provincial 
Directorates social workers were completed.
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Education and seminars on gender equality, gender, and violence against women 
conducted by the General Directorate of Women's Status of the Ministry of Family 
and Social Policies; Trainer trainings were held with a total of 1,280 people including 
representatives of the Justice, Health, Safety, Gendarmerie and Ministry personnel, 
local administrations and non-governmental organizations.

In order to ensure the continuity of the trainings in each institution, supervision 
trainings for 31 Ministry of health, 30 General Police, 26 Ministry of Justice 
personnel and 124 personnel in our Ministry have been completed. As a result of 
these trainings, it is aimed to reach 35.000 health workers and 140.000 security 
personnel.

In addition, in order to raise awareness of violence against women against different 
target groups such as local media workers, family physicians, university students, 
academicians, mukhtars, public institution representatives 50 visibility  
meetings were held in Konya, Erzurum, Kırşehir/, Eskisehir, Trabzon, Gaziantep, 
Antalya, Samsun, Istanbul and Ankara. in total, 3.519 people participated in the 
meetings.

In order to raise the level of social awareness on violence against women, public 
spots, posters and brochures were prepared; distribution and publications are 
provided.

In the framework of the business alliance with the Ministry of National Defense 
Training for 7.605 Turkish Armed Forces personnel and 463,694 beginner and 
master / prestigious personnel were completed.

Within the scope of the "Protocol on the Role of Religious Officers in the 
Prevention of Violence against Women and Procedures to be Implemented" 
signed with the Presidency of Religious Affairs in 2010, 537 trainers were trained 
in Turkey  and 47,566 personnel have completed field training.
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TURKEY WHICH 
PAYS DUTY 
LOYALTY TOWARDS 
THE MARTYR'S 
RELATIVES AND 
VETERANS 
In order to collect the operations carried out by various institutions related to martyr 
relatives and veterans under a single roof In 2011, the Department of Martyrs and 
veterans was established within the Ministry of Family and Social Policy.

Regulations on martyr relatives and  veterans in all legislation have been examined. New 
law was introduced as Law No. 6353 on 12.07.2012, on 02.08.2013, some Law No. 6495 
and the Law on Amendments to the Decrees in the Law were published in the Official 
Gazette and entered into force. On 02.08.2013, some Law No. 6495 and the Law on 
the Amendment of the Decrees on the Law were published in the Official Gazette and 
entered into force.

Within this scope; Anti-Terror Law and 2330 Amendment to the Law on the Indemnity 
and Monthly salary were implemented.

We increased the employment quota given to relatives of martyrs to two. We have 
added the mother and father of the martyr, as well as the wife, child and sibling of our 
martyr who can use this right.

We reduced the grievances by taking public officials who were injured or lost due to the 
terrorist incidents and included in the scope of the Anti-Terror Law. We removed the 
condition of invalidity and need for mothers and fathers of martyr soldiers.

We increased the salaries of service disabled person by changing their degrees and 
levels. 

We have provided two employment rights to the relatives of the TSK members and 
security officers who lost their lives within the scope of the Duty and War Disability, and 
to those who are disabled.
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By 6353 
numbered law,
Those who lost their lives while being in charge of 
transportation and road safety and transport of the 
prisoners, These persons were evaluated within the 
scope of the Law no. 2330 on Indemnity and salary 
providing, and the rights were extended. In addition, 
law enforcement officials were involved in actions to 
prevent acts of violation of trust and public order, as 
well as actions related to smuggling.
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With the Law 
No. 6353, the 
scope was 
enlarged 

Members of the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) and security officers within 
the scope of duty and military duties are entitled to two incomes for their 
relatives who lost their lives and one for the disabled.

In addition, the right to employment is granted to the relatives of those who 
have lost their lives and to those who are disabled.

Terrorist victims have been entitled to an employment right from civilian 
citizens who lost their lives or became disabled due to acts of terrorism.

On October 27, 2016, by the participation of  President of Republic of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN in presidency Complex, where 2028 martyrs, 
veterans and veterans were appointed to public institutions. Thus, between 
the dates of July 22, 2014-02 October 2017, 21,079 persons of the Martyrs' 
Relatives and veterans were employed to the public.
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TERRORIST VICTIM 
CIVILIAN CITIZENS 
WERE PROVIDED 
WITH THE RIGHT TO 
EMPLOYMENT AND 
UNCONDITIONAL 
PENSION
Law on the Protection of the Losses of Terror and Terrorist Struggle 
dated 17/7/2004 and 5233 has been issued and civilian citizens 
suffering from terrorism have been given the right to compensation.
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With Law 
No. 6495;

Relatives of Terrorism victims who lost their lives, or became disabled due 
to terrorism enabled to receive salary regardless of considering their social 
security condition.   

Relatives of Terrorism victims who lost their lives, or became disabled due to 
terrorism enabled to employ in public enterprises regardless of considering 
their social security condition.   
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WE HAVE EXPANDED 
THE SCOPE OF 
BENEFICIARIES OF 
INTEREST-FREE 
HOUSING LOANS
Our veterans or relatives of martyrs within the scope of duty of war 
disabled and couldn’t benefit of interest free dwelling credit are 
enabled to benefit this right.    
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IT WAS 
PROVIDED 
NOT TO CUT 
OF DISABILITY 
SALARY IN CASE 
OF INCREASING 
SALARY OR 
WORK OF 
DISABLED 

The increase in the pensions of the Law and Law No. 2330 and the wartime 
disability pensions and the incomes of all rank and file were provided.

Persons who continue to work are not allowed to receive a disability pension 
and are entitled to receive two months' pension. And it was able to retire 
because of later work.
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GRADE AND LEVEL 
ADVANCEMENT 
IS MADE TO 
DUTY DISABLED 
PEOPLE.
The scope of the grade progression applied to our martyrs and other 
martyrs except for public servants and duty officers before 2012 was 
extended, and in the year of 2012, rank and file were included.
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With Law 
No. 6495;

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT 
EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING AID SCOPE 
WAS ENLARGED 

By making gradual progress to the public officials of the 
duty disability pensions, the increase in the salaries was 
made and the application differences were eliminated.

Those who cannot receive supplementary payment and education / training aid 
within the scope of duty disabled are also provided with this opportunity.

In addition, disabled children, who are obliged to study in special education 
schools, are also provided with this benefit.
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FREE TRAVEL, 
WATER AND 
ELECTRICITY 
WAGE REDUCTION 
COVERAGE 
EXPANDED
140.657 rights holder's free travel cards were printed and delivered at 
their residence addresses

By the regulation made in 2012,  relative of martyrs and veterans had 
40 % electricity discount and 50 % water consumption discount was 
provided.   
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All those who cannot benefit from the opportunity of reduction of 
water and electricity charges within the scope of duty and military 
duties have the opportunity to benefit from this benefit.

In addition, children of  our veterans  under 25 have been granted 
free travel and their parents.

With Law 
No. 6495;
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AIDS FOR 
FILE AND 
RANK 
BEGUN 
It has been provided to aid for the wives and parents of file and rank 
who went for military service during their duty. 
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CARE SUPPORT 
OF OUR 
VETERANS 
WAS 
DOUBLED 
Provided care support to our village veterans and civilian citizens, who 
were severely disabled at the time, could not survive without the help 
and support of others. This support has doubled the net amount of 
the minimum wage.
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WE HAVE REMOVED 
THE HELPLESS 
CONDITION WHICH 
IS WANTED TO 
PROVIDE SALARY FOR  
SERVICE DISABLED, 
PUBLIC SERVANTS 
AND MOTHERS AND 
FATHERS
With the regulation in 2012, the conditions of invalidity and helpless 
which is wanted for the parents of file and rank was removed. And the 
paid salary is determined by the sub-base (the minimum wage is the 
net amount). Thus, the salaries of the martyrs and the soldiers' parents 
were increased.
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RIGHTS 
GRANTED 
FOR SERVICE 
DISABLED AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 
EXPANDED 
By the 6495 numbered law,

The condition of neediness  on the parents 
of public officials who lost their lives due 
to their duty was removed. And parents 
who cannot get monthly salary can also get 
monthly salary by this regulation.

Before the regulation, while ones who 
lost their lives or within the scope of 
service disabled during the examination, 
transportation, termination transactions could 
benefit of rights; 

Ones who lost their lives or within the scope 
of service disabled during the examination, 
transportation, termination transactions 
benefit of rights; have been expanded within 
the scope of 2330 numbered law.
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HUMANITARIAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
INDEX
Turkey ranked in the "High Humanitarian Development" category 
with an index value of 0.767 in the Human Development Index 
of the Countries (IGE - humanitarian development index) in the 
Development Report prepared according to the percentage 
of social expenditures in GDP. Within the 14-year period, a 
noticeable reduction in poverty figures has been achieved. And 
Turkey's struggle against poverty has become an axis of human 
development as it is in many OECD countries struggling with 
absolute poverty.

While in 2002 (Rank 96th ) we were at the middle  level of 
Central Human Development, we increased to High Human 
Development (71st Place) level in 2015. The GINI coefficient, 
which shows the unequal distribution of income distribution, 
was calculated as 0.44 in 2002. In 2016, the GINI coefficient has 
fallen to the level of 0.40
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SOCIAL AIDS 
FOR MARTYR’S 
VETERANS AND 
THEIR RELATIVES 

AID ABILITIES OF 
SYNDICATES TO 
MARTYR’S AND 
VETERANS’S  
RELATIVES

With the Law No. 6353, which was published in the Official Gazette on 
12/07/2012 and entered into force;

Relatives of the martyrs and veterans were provided assistance within the 
framework of criteria and deadlines to be determined by the Fund Board 
and Social Aid and Solidarity Foundations.

With the Law No. 6704 published in the Official Gazette No. 29695 dated April 26, 2016, 
Civil servants and workers' unions have been able to provide cash and cash assistance 
to relatives of martyrs and veterans.
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PRIVATE 
CONSUMPTION 
TAX 
EXCEPTION 
With the Law No. 6745 published on the Official Gazette dated 
07.09.2016 and numbered 29824 on Supporting Investments 
on Project Basis and Making Amendments to Certain Laws and 
Decree Laws one of the spouse or children of the martyrs, if there 
is no wife and child the exemption from Special Consumption Tax 
(SCT) for the first acquisition of the vehicles to be taken by one of 
the parents or the father are provided.
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APPOINTING 
ACCORDING 
TO TITLE 

REMOVAL OF 
TIME LIMIT ON 
APPOINTMENT 

In the Official Gazette No. 29783 dated 27.07.2016 (2nd 
Repetition), numbered 668 With KHK Within the scope 
of Anti-Terrorism Law No. 3713 those who are relative 
to the martyr, those who are relatives of veterans 
primary school, junior high school and primary school 
graduates were assigned to positions and positions of 
servants; secondary, and higher education graduates 
are required to submit their provided that the title of 
their title to the Decree of the Law No. 190 is included 
in the rulers the titles of secondary education and 
higher education graduates except them and the 
appointment proposals to be made to the workers 'staff 
were made to the permanent employees' positions.

With the 668th number KHK In the Official Gazette 
No. 29783 dated 27.07.2016 (2nd Repetition) the 
deadline has been removed in the appointment of 
martyrs and veterans'  which were twice a year.
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45 AGE 
LIMIT FOR 
EMPLOYMENT 
OF  MARTYR’S 
AND 
VETERANS’S  
RELATIVES WAS 
CANCELLED 
With certain Tax 
Acts numbered 
7061 published in 
the Official Gazette 
No. 30261 dated 05 
December 2017
In Article 51 of the 
Law Amending 
Certain Other Laws 
45 age limit removed.
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EMPLOYMENT 
RIGHT USE 
ABILITY OF 
FATHERS 
AND 
MOTHERS 
OF TERROR 
VICTIM 
CITIZENS
With the Law No. 6704 published in the Official Gazette 
dated April 26, 2016 and numbered 29695 Mothers and 
fathers are also included among those who can use the 
right of employment of civilian citizens who have lost 
their lives in terrorist attacks.
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REGULATIONS 
ABOUT 15 JULY 
RELATIVES OF 
MARTY’S AND 
VETERANS  
With the Decree Law No. 667 published in the Official Gazette No. 29779 dated 
23.07.2016 July 15, martyrs and veterans, have been granted monthly salary, the 
following exemptions are provided for them; cash compensation, payment of 
additional compensation or pension, employment rights, interest-free housing 
loan, free travel, electricity and water fee reduction, supplementary education 
and training aid, military exemption, private consumption tax exemption, 
residence tax exemption, free education of children in private education 
institutions,
martyrs / veterans day administrative permit, benefit from social facilities, free 
use of museums and ruins , free use of State Theaters, exemption rights of Loan 
and Dormitories Institution, tuition fees and fees, etc.

With the Decree Law No. 670 published in the Official Gazette dated 17.08.2016 
and numbered 29804 Veterans who have wounds which could not be deemed as 
disabled, have been granted compensation and employment right. In addition, 
with the Decree Law numbered 675 published in the Official Gazette dated 
29.10.2016 and numbered 29872 The annex to paragraph 9 of the Decree Law 
670 has been added and veterans who are not deemed as disables are provided 
the rights of them who are deemed as disabled except the salary and additional 
compensation.

With the Decree Law No. 675 With the coup attempt and terrorist act carried 
out on July 15th public officials who are disabled due to continuing actions 
of this action and civilians and civil servants and who were injured during the 
uncovering of the continuing actions of these actions have been awarded by 
veteran title regardless of the injury degree.
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2   23OUR
GOALS ARE TO 
DEVELOP AND MODEL NEW 
SOCIAL POLICIES FOR THE NEEDS 
OF THE COUNTRY

TO STRENGTHEN INDIVIDUAL 
AND FAMILY AND RAISE 
AWARENESS OF COMMUNITY
Protecting the rights of child, women, disabled, elderly, relative of martyr and 
veterans and enabling them to benefit of opportunities and possibilities are our 
priorities by increasing protecting and preventing social services.

We carry out “Family Training Program” in order to brought family members 
information, skills and behaviors which are required for main family life skills 
across the country and continue to spread this program. We have provided 
660.000 persons training until today.

Strengthen the family structure and reduce social violence and abuse. 

To increase the amount of social assistance of our country to developed countries level 
on country and family basis. 

To resolve social and economic inequalities in society.  

Elderly population is predicted to increase, so the Elderly Care Assurance Model and 
the Care Insurance are aimed to realize.
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INCREASING EFFICIENCY 
AND ACCESSIBILITY 
IN IDENTIFYING AND 
ASSESSING THE NEEDY 
PEOPLE

TO DEVELOP THE 
PROTECTION, CARE 
AND REHABILITATION 
SERVICES FOCUSING ON 
“SERVICE RECEIVER” 
AND TO INCREASE THE 
QUALITY 

We accelerate and enable the service 
delivery process by spreading the focus 
on services (supply).

We aim effective intervention in disaster situations, 

To increase the satisfaction of the service areas and raise the 
education level of protected children in the institutions providing 
care, protection and rehabilitation services. 

To ensure the continuity of employment by increasing the 
employment rates of those who leave the institution. 

Providing the development of protected women and opening up new 
establishments and increasing the implementation of new models.
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EUROPEAN 
UNION 
INVESTMENTS
EU FUND ACTIVITIES

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION PROJECTS
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2002-2016 
EUROPEAN UNION 
RELATIONS
Significant steps were taken in the AK Party era on the road to EU membership, which 
started on July 31, 1959, and accession negotiations started on 3 October 2005.

July 31, 1959
Turkey applied to join the European Economic Community (EEC).

September 12, 1963
The Ankara Agreement between Turkey and AET (EEC) was signed and thus a 
partnership relationship was established.

April 14, 1987
The Turkish government has officially applied for membership in the European 
Communities.

December 31, 1995
The Customs Union has begun to be implemented.

10-11 December 1999
Candidate of Membership of Turkey is legally approved in EU summit gathered in Helsinki. 

16-17 December, 2004
It was proposed to start accession negotiations with Turkey at the European Union 
Summit in Brussels.

October 3, 2005
Accession negotiations between Turkey and the EU started. For the 166 projects 
developed and implemented during the 2002-2006 period, 1.3 billion Euros of Pre-
Accession Grant support was provided from the EU, and the amount of grants for 2007-
2013 period was 4.7 billion Euros. Pre-accession financial co-operation is also continuing 
in the period 2014-2020 and about 4.4 billion euros have been allocated for 7 years from 
the EU.

Approximately € 42.5 million grant support has been provided to more than 350 projects 
in the Civil Society Dialogue programs. The third application of the Turkey-EU Civil 
Society Dialogue Program has also been completed and the implementation of the fifth 
period with a budget of 6 million Euros has continued in 9 different areas.

General   |    344     |   EU



As the AK Party came to power in 2002, there were historic steps in the EU process as 
well as every other area. First of all, the EU accession process has been systematically 
framed and has become an integral part of our country's political vision.

The AK Party Governments have made significant progress in the EU process 
by maintaining their reformist identity. Judicial reforms, legal amendments, new 
regulations made in the framework of the EU acquis have deepened Turkish democracy.

Eight Harmonization Packages between 2002 and 2004, comprehensive Constitutional 
Amendment Packages in 2004 and 2010, six Judicial Reform Packages and a 
comprehensive Democratization Package were actualized in 2013. In the last 15 years, 
377 primary and 2031 secondary legislation have been enacted in order to adapt to the 
EU. In the last year, 10 laws and 51 secondary legislation have been issued in the context 
of adaptation to the EU.

Turkey-EU relations have gained a new impetus, especially with the cooperation 
initiated to control the irregular immigration from Syria. After the President's contacts in 
Brussels in October 2015, Three Turkey-EU summits were held in four months, first one 
was on 29 November 2015. Following the agreement reached on November 29th, the 
negotiation process was accelerated. In this context, the 17th Economic and Monetary 
Policy on 14 December 2015 and the 33th Financial and Budgetary Chapters on June 
30, 2016 were negotiated.

It is important to develop dialogue channels in quality and quantity in our relations with 
the EU. The high level of dialogue mechanisms in key thematic issues such as political, 
economic and energy that we have established with the EU are important tools to bring 
out the vast potential of Turkey-EU relations.
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In the accession negotiations, the current situation and migration crisis, the following 
meetings were also important; The High Level Political Dialogue Meetings of 25 
January and 9 September 2016, in which the issues of close concern to both sides 
were discussed, High Level Economic Dialogue Meetings, dated April 25-26, 2016, 
attended by prominent representatives of the business world in Turkey and the EU, 
international organizations and investment institutions; High level Energy Dialogue 
of 28 January 2016 aiming to move forward our energy cooperation; Meetings 
we organized on the framework of Turkey-EU Dialogue Mechanisms aimed at 
increasing our cooperation in terrorism fighting, it is an important opportunity for the 
development of relations in different fields.

In addition, significant steps have been recorded thanks to coordinated and 
determined efforts of all relevant institutions, within the framework of the goal of 
removing the Schengen visa for our citizens of our Government.

This positive atmosphere provided to our relations with the EU has been interrupted 
after the July 15 treacherous coup attempt. The EU has given a bad test, both 
institutionally and in some Member States after the July 15 coup attempt, in solidarity 
with our attacked democracy. At a time when our common values such as democracy, 
rule of law and human rights are threatened, the EU has not been able to be with us 
on time and has been delayed to protect these values.

Also, as the year 2017 is the election year in the major European Union countries,  
extreme right-wing, Islamic and xenophobic thoughts rising in Europe have also 
affected our relations negatively, Turkey's accession negotiations with the EU have 
been the subject of every election campaign in member countries.

Following the meeting of the President of the Republic of Turkey, the EU has informed 
us about the meeting schedule foreseen to be held in 2017. In this context, the High 
Level Political Dialogue Meeting was held on 13 June 2017 with the participation of 
Turkey-EU Political Directors Level Political Dialogue Meeting and on July 25, 2017 
with the participation of EU Minister of political Affairs and Foreign Affairs Minister.
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In addition, the High Level Transportation Dialogue was held on November 27, 
the Turkey-EU 125th Partnership Committee on November 28, and the High Level 
Economic Dialogue Meetings held on 7-8 December 2017. The High Level Energy 
Dialogue Meeting is planned to be held in the forthcoming period.

Within the scope of the Jean Monnet Scholarship, 2,000 scholarship students  were 
trained in Europe. Since 2010-2011 academic year, 103 scholarship students have been 
benefited from European College Scholarships.

Since 2002 our country has participated in the European Union Programs. Up to now, 
around 700 thousand citizens have benefited from the programs that our country 
has participated in various ways. Some of them have done internships abroad, some 
have volunteered, others have been engaged in research and development activities in 
universities and companies.

As of today, in education, youth and sports fields in the fields of Erasmus +,  science 
research, innovation in the field of Ufuk 2020,  supporting SMEs and entrepreneurship 
COSME in the field of social policy Employment and Social Innovation Program-EaSI, 
in the field of disaster management Civil Protection Mechanism, in the field of finance   
management Fiscals 2020 in the field of customs management Customs 2020, 
including, Under the 7 EU Program, access to a total of 97 billion euros fund pool was 
provided.

Through the European Union Center for Education and Youth Programs (Turkish 
National Agency), more than 120 project applications have been received from our 
country since 2004 and more than 1 billion euros have been awarded to more than 28 
projects. Under the programs, more than 475 participants participated in the activities 
of the projects under the coordination of my country and benefited from education 
and youth opportunities. Turkey, with an average of 9,000 applications per year, is 
the country with the highest number of project applications among the 33 program 
members within the scope of Erasmus +. The projects implemented within the scope 
of the Erasmus + Program are aimed at increasing the capacity of institutions and 
organizations involved in education, training, youth and sports fields, regardless of 
their age and educational backgrounds, equipped with new skills, strengthening 
personal development and increasing employment opportunities.
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16 CHAPTERS WERE 
OPENED ON ACCESSION 
NEGOTIATIONS
So far 16 negotiations have been opened in Turkey's accession negotiations. 
One of them is temporarily closed. 14 chapters are blocked because of the 
political barriers of the EU Council or some member states.

Chapters opened to negotiation:

Chapter 4: Free movement of capital

Chapter 6: Companies Law

Chapter 7: Intellectual Property Law

Chapter 10: Information Society and Media

Chapter 12: Food Safety, Veterinary and Plant Health

Chapter 16: Taxation

Chapter 17: Economic and Monetary Policy

Chapter 18: Statistics

Chapter 20: Occupations and Industry Policy

Chapter 21: Trans-European Networks

Chapter 22: Regional Policy and Coordination of Structural Instruments

Chapter 25: Science and Research (temporarily closed)

Chapter 27: Environment

Chapter 28: Consumer and Health Protection

Chapter 32: Financial Control

Chapter 33: Financial and Budgetary Provisions
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NEW EU STRATEGY 
PROGRESSES STEP BY STEP 
In order to speed up the process of reforming Turkey's access to EU standards And 
in order to strengthen internal and external communication in the EU accession 
process, "Stability in the Political Reform Process", "Continuity in Socio-Economic 
Transformation" and "Efficiency on communication" projects were introduced within the 
scope of new EU Strategy for the October 2014 implementation.

The Reform Monitoring Group, which was convened 30 times before with the 
participation of EU Minister, Justice, Interior and Foreign Ministers, have been renamed 
as Reform Activity Group (REG). 

Under the new EU Strategy, An action plan that focuses on priority issues that will 
further raise the standard of living for our people "National Action Plan for Participation 
in the EU" covering the years 2016-2019 was published in February 2016

With the new EU Communication Strategy, we aim to make the EU public opinion 
match with the fact about our country. We aim to rebuild mutual trust and to put our 
determination, self-confidence and sincerity in the forefront.

Throughout Turkey, our people believe that the EU accession process is a project of 
modernization and democratization. Civil Society Dialogue Meetings were held in 13 
cities between November 2014 and May 2016, starting with Istanbul, Izmir, Konya and 
Adana, with representatives of non-governmental organizations participating.

Civil Society Dialogue meetings, in which Turkey-EU relations were discussed, also 
moved to the capitals of EU member states. In this context, meetings were held in 
Brussels and Berlin in 2016 and in London and Madrid in 2017. It is aimed that the ideas 
and proposals shared at these meetings, which are attended by the representatives of 
the media, academia and business world, will guide the common future of Turkey and 
the EU.

In addition, a meeting was held in London on 13 September 2017 to discuss "increasing 
the struggle against Islam phobia and other religious and racial discrimination in 
England and Europe" in order to discuss increasing foreign and anti-Islamism and racism 
in European countries.  The meeting was attended by prominent representatives of 
leading UK academics, writers, members of the media and beliefs.
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TRAVELING 
WITHOUT 
VISA TO EU 
COUNTRIES
We have taken important steps on the road to visa exemption 
with the EU. We have made important steps to ensure that all our 
citizens can travel to Schengen country countries without a visa. In 
this process, we completed 67 out of 72 of the legal, administrative 
and operational steps required.
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APPLICANT CAN 
MAKE INDIVIDUAL 
APPLICATION TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT
Citizens who believe that their fundamental rights and freedoms are 
being violated can apply individually to the Constitutional Court as of 23 
September 2012 after completing other domestic remedies.
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INDEPENDENT 
AND DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS 
STARTED 
THEIR DUTY 
FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS

In 2016, the Human Rights Institution of Turkey has been 
restructured to carry out its duty to combat discrimination 
and has started to operate as the Human Rights and 
Equality Authority of Turkey. The Turkish Human Rights 
and Equality Authority will carry out three main tasks: 
protection and development of human rights, combating 
discrimination, fighting torture and ill-treatment. 
Established in June 2012, the Ombudsman Institution has 
started its activities as a new independent institution to 
which citizens can apply for their complaints.

General   |    352     |   EU



HUMAN 
RIGHTS 
OF OUR 
CITIZENS ARE 
PROTECTED 
MORE 
EFFECTIVELY
Thus, it is aimed to protect the rights guaranteed by the European Convention on 
Human Rights more effectively and to reduce the violation decisions against Turkey to 
the minimum level by the European Court of Human Rights.
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RIGHTS OF 
DEFENSE 
IN MOTHER 
LANGUAGE
As of January 31, 2013, the defendants are able to defend 
themselves on another level which they can express themselves 
better.

It has been possible to postpone the execution of the sentences of 
severely ill or disabled prisoners who are unable to carry out their 
lives alone.

It was possible for convicts and detainees to meet with their wives. 
And that the children convicts should spend more time with their 
parents.
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OUR  PERSONAL 
DATA ARE UNDER 
GUARANTEE

WOMEN 
ARE MORE 
REPRESENTED IN 
POLITICAL LIFE

Our personal data is guaranteed by our Constitution. Everyone has the right to ask for 
the protection of their personal data. In this framework, the Personal Data Protection 
Institution was established in 2016 and members of the Personal Data Protection 
Board were elected. 

In this way, the processing of personal data is disciplined and the conditions under 
which the data of the persons can be processed are determined.

The number of AK Party women parliamentarians in the Parliament 
was 24 in 2002 and 77 in 2015 and almost tripled.
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WHO SHOULD BE 
PROTECTED AS 
SOCIAL CARE

POSITIVE 
DISCRIMINATION 

POSITIVE 
DISCRIMINATION 
WAS PROVIDED 
FOR WOMEN

Our personal data is guaranteed by our Constitution. Everyone has 
the right to ask for the protection of their personal data.

With the amendment made in the Income Tax Law in 2007, incomes 
obtained as a result of the sale of the products produced by 
women in households at temporary places such as  kermis, festival, 
fairs and public institutions and organizations were exempted. 
Positive discrimination against women was introduced with the 
Constitutional amendment adopted on 12 September 2010 in order 
to enable women to exist more strongly in all areas of life.
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The abolition of violence against women through public awareness has become a 
state policy.

As part of the struggle against domestic violence, the Law on the Protection of the 
Family and the Prevention of Violence Against Women entered into force.

The Ministry of Family and Social Policy was established.

Amendments have been made to the abolition of all forms of violence against women, 
including the prohibition of honor and honor killings, which claims the woman's right 
to life, which is the most basic human right, and an aggravated life imprisonment for 
honor killings has been adopted.

A mandate to open a shelter for municipalities exceeding 100,000 inhabitants has 
been introduced to serve women who have been subjected to violence.

"National Action Plan on Combating Violence Against Women" covering the period of 
2016-2020 entered into force on December 2016.

ALO 183 family, women, children, disabled and social services counseling hotline were 
opened for counseling services for women and children who are exposed to violence.

In 2016, the Regulation on Violence Prevention and Monitoring Centers (ŞÖNİM) was 
published and an important step was taken before the effective functioning of the 
ŞÖNİMs. The number of ŞÖNİMs has been increased.

END FOR 
DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 
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THE MEASURES FOR 
GENDER EQUALITY IN 
SOCIETY WERE PUT 
INTO PRACTICE
A Commission on Equal Opportunity for Women and Men was established in the 
Assembly, which has the authority to supervise, investigate and legislate, and 
monitor violations of rights.

Our Ministry of Family and Social Policies, established in 2011, continues to take 
important steps in the field of gender equality.

Parallel to the directive for the implementation of the Framework Convention on 
Parental Leave 2010/18 / EC, parental leave has been established for civil servants 
and workers, and implementation procedures such as partial timely work have 
been developed.
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WE PROTECT 
THE RIGHTS OF 
CHILDREN

OBSTACLES 
BEFORE THE 
EXPRESSION 
AND THINKING 
WERE REMOVED

Children's rights and the principle of positive discrimination for children are 
guaranteed by our Constitution.

The Children's Rights Monitoring Committee was established in our Assembly. The 
Committee, which consists of our Deputies, works for the development and protection 
of children's rights.

We have enacted the Child Protection Act for the protection of our children. With this 
Law, it is ensured that children who are in need of protection or who are dragged into 
the world are protected and their rights are protected.

We have changed the law which is incompatible with many outdated and EU 
standards and we have removed the provisions which can be an obstacle in front of 
freedom of expression and thought by the Judicial Reform Packages.
By implementing projects on an international scale, our judges and prosecutors' 
awareness of the freedom of expression and their capacities have been increased, 
and there has been a significant increase in the number of references to international 
documents and precedent decisions in judicial decisions.
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RIGHTS OF OUR 
ROMAN CITIZENS 
ARE PROTECTED
With the launch of the Roman meeting in 2010, the rights of Roman 
citizens are protected more than ever.

With the Democratization Package announced on September 30, 2013, 
the Roman Language and Culture Institute was established within Trakya 
University in order to meet the expectations of our Roman citizens.

In order to improve the living conditions of Roman citizens the Strategy 
Document for Roman Citizens and the First Stage Action Plan were 
published and put into practice on 30 April 2016.
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OUR DIALOGUE 
WITH OUR CITIZENS 
BELONGING TO 
DIFFERENT BELIEF 
GROUPS CONTINUE
Our dialogue with our citizens belonging to different belief groups has been intensified. 
Many efforts have been made in the field, from the training of our citizens to the problems 
about their religion.

In this context, significant property returns have been realized. The churches have been 
restored. Religious ceremonies were held in the churches that had been closed for years. 
And the obstacles of our citizens in different belief groups to open schools have been 
removed.

General   |    361     |    EU



WE REMOVED THE  HEAD 
SCARF BAN IN PUBLIC

WE CONTINUE TO TAKE 
IMPORTANT STEPS IN 
THE DIRECTION OF 
CIVILIANIZATION

We removed the ban on headscarves in the framework of the Democratization 
Package, which was announced on September 30, 2013, to end discrimination 
practices in public institutions.

Women officers and non-commissioned officers serving in the Turkish Armed 
Forces and women policemen in 2016 and 2017 enabled to wear scarf with the 
changes.

Thus, an important step was taken within the framework of the freedom of religion 
and worship and the protection of individual rights and freedoms in areas of 
combating discrimination and the European Human Rights Convention (ECHR) 
norms.

With the 2010 Constitutional Amendment Package, we made important changes in 
the field of military courts.

We have amended the TSK (Turkish Army Forces) Internal Service Law, which is 
shown as the basis for military coups in 2013.

The Gendarmerie and the Coast Guard were entirely tied to the Ministry of the 
Interior, which made the civilian control and oversight on them.

The structure and functioning of the Supreme Military Council has been changed 
to increase civilian control.
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WE CONTINUE 
FIGHT AGAINST 
HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING
In 2013, the Foreigners and International 
Protection Law and the duty of protecting 
victims of human trafficking were assigned 
to the General Directorate of Immigration.

The 157 Helpline was established to support 
the rescue of victims of human trafficking 
and at the same time to inform potential 
victims of human trafficking risks.

"Prevention of Human Trafficking and 
Protection of Victims" was enacted in order 
to prevent trafficking in human beings and 
to protect victims of human trafficking 
without discrimination of Turkish citizens 
and foreigners within the scope of human 
rights. 
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WE HAVE INCREASED 
THE ACTIVITY TO 
STRUGLLE AGAINST 
CORRUOPTION

ORGANIZED 
CRIME 
STRUGGLE 
IS MORE 
EFFECTIVE

Our efforts to increase social sensitivity and adopt ethical values in the 
field of fight against corruption are ongoing.

In the field of fight against corruption, we prepared a new Strategy 
Document and Action Plan in 2016.

These documents are an indication of our determination to increase 
transparency and fight against corruption.

We continue to work intensively on preventive measures in the field 
of combating organized crime, in the areas of effective investigation 
capacity, determination with all the elements of criminal organizations, 
risk analysis, coordination among institutions, international cooperation 
and fighting the financial aspect of the crime.

The National Strategy for Combating Organized Crime and the Action 
Plan have been prepared and entered into force in 2016.
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PROJECTS WITH 
EU CONTINUE 
Through the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), a total of 4.7 billion euros was 
allocated in the period covering 2007-2013, while in the second period of IPA covering 2014-
2020, about 4.4 billion euros were allocated.

In the second period, € 967 million in the field of democracy and governance, € 625 million in 
the field of law and fundamental rights, € 645 million in the environment sector, € 423 million 
in the transport sector, € 94 million in the energy sector, € 344 million in the Competitiveness 
and Innovation sector, 435 million Euros for Social Policy, lastly EU funding of 912 million euros 
was allocated to the Agriculture sector.

The implementation of cross-border co-operation programs targeting co-operation with 
participating countries has continued. Within this scope, there are "Bulgaria-Turkey" and 
"Cross-border Cooperation in the Black Sea Basin" programs. In 2007-2013 period, 39 projects 
with Turkish partnership were completed under the Cross-Border Cooperation Program in 
Black Sea Basin covering 25 provinces. Within the scope of the program, 6.32 million Euros 
allocated to the projects of local public institutions, local governments, universities, schools, 
research centers, development agencies, chambers and non-governmental organizations, a 
total of € 7.03 million support including our national contribution has been allocated.

The EU fund allocated for the implementation of the Cross-Border Cooperation Program in 
the Black Sea Basin in the period 2014-2020 is EUR 49,038,597. The program includes seven 
participating countries, including Bulgaria, Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, Romania, Ukraine and 
Greece, as well as Turkey. The program's 2014-2020 period will be announced on 31.01.2017 for 
the first call for proposals and will be open for 31.05.2017 and a grant of 19,655 million Euros 
will be provided for projects with minimum 3 and maximum 6 partners.

Within the scope of the Bulgaria-Turkey Cross-Border Cooperation Program, implementation 
of 142 projects was completed in 2007-2013 period. In this program, Grant support of 32 
million Euros has been provided to projects carried out by the public institutions, local 
governments, education-training institutions, chambers, business development centers and 
NGOs.

In the new period covering the 2014-2020 period, € 29.64 million will be awarded to projects 
in sustainable tourism and conservation areas. As of October 2017, there were contracts for 43 
projects worth about EUR 9 million, and the signing of new contracts in the list of subscribers 
is foreseen in the coming days.
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WORKS FOR 
STRENGTHENING 
CIVIL SOCIETY 
INSTITUTIONS ARE 
CONTINUED WITH 
NEW PROJECTS
In the second period of the EU Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) covering 
2014-2020, "civil society" was recognized as a sector and a total amount of EUR 190 
million was allocated. So our NGOs will have the opportunity to benefit from EU financial 
aid.

Public institutions and organizations working in the field of civil society continue to 
develop projects. Coordination of the work carried out in the civil society sector is 
carried out by the Ministry of the European Union. Within the EU Pre-Accession Financial 
Instrument 2014, 2015, and 2016 programming work, approximately € 106 million was 
allocated to work under the "civil society" sector. The implementation processes of the 
projects start in 2017.

In this context, a large number of evaluation meetings were held with civil society 
organizations, public institutions and private sector organizations, and consultations were 
held. Important steps were also taken to raise awareness in this regard through training 
programs with the participation of civil servants working in the field of civil society.

Two new grant schemes were launched in 2017, aimed at improving the capacity of 
local NGOs, strengthening partnerships and business partnerships among NGOs, and 
improving the public-NGO business association. Through these two programs, 4.25m 
euros will be provided to NGOs. Work has also been completed to a large extent in order 
to continue similar grant schemes. As a result of these efforts, approximately 20m euros 
will be transferred to NGOs through grant programs to be implemented in 2018 and 2019.
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In addition to the grant schemes, many projects are realized by the public institutions and 
organizations that work closely with NGOs. Through these projects, public organizations 
are supported to bring more together with NGOs, public-NGO business association is 
strengthened with the participation of NGOs in the project activities and preparatory 
studies are being carried out for the development of the legal framework. Technical studies 
have been completed to the extent of 33 million euros worth of projects in the scope of 
work carried out in cooperation with the Ministry of Family and Social Policy, the Ministry 
of Culture and Tourism, the Yunus Emre Institute, the Ministry of Interior, the Directorate 
of Associations and the General Directorate of Foundations. The implementation of the 
projects will start in 2017 and 2018.

Supports provided to the civil society continue uninterrupted with the "Civil Society 
Dialogue Projects Between the EU and Turkey" carried out on the IPA framework for the 
development of the business cooperation between Turkey and the European Union.

Within the first phase of the project implemented in 2008-2009, 19.3 million euro 
grant support was provided to 119 projects under the titles "Cities and Municipalities", 
"Professional Organizations", "Universities" and "Youth Initiatives for Dialogue".

In the second phase, carried out between 2010 and 2012, 5.3 million euros of financing 
were transferred to 97 projects in the "Agriculture-Fisheries", "Culture-Art" and "Micro 
Grant" components.

The third phase of the project, which started its implementation period in 2014, consists 
of "Political Criteria" and "Media" grant programs and "Media Dialogue Seminars" 
components. Within the scope of the Political Criteria and Media grant schemes, 
approximately 7 million Euros of grants were awarded to 55 projects jointly developed by 
Turkey and the EU civil society and media organizations.

At the fourth stage of the project, 80 projects in the fields of "environment, energy, 
consumer and health protection, justice, freedom and security, freedom of establishment 
and service delivery freedom, regional policy and coordination of structural instruments, 
business and industry policy, agriculture and fisheries and education" are supported.
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OUR 81 
PROVINCES  
PREPARE FOR EU
"Our Preparatory Program for the European Union" was implemented in order to give 
momentum to the Project of Increasing the Efficiency of the Governorships in the EU 
Process, to strengthen the infrastructure of the EU units in the governorships and to 
increase their technical capacities and activities. Within the scope of the program, 
24 provinces were supported in the budget frame of TL 1,250,000 for 2011 and the 
implementation process of the projects has ended.

In the project of Announced in early 2012, "Our Programs for the Preparations for the EU 
- II" 11 governorships supported under the component of Support for EU Activities, funds 
amounting to 250 thousand TL were transferred to the EU-related activities carried out 
locally, and the projects were actualized. 
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CAPACITY FORMING 
PROJECT FOR EU 
TRANSACTIONS IN 
GOVERNORSHIPS 
(VABPRO) WAS 
IMPLEMENTED
A total of 1 million 950 thousand euros was allocated for various activities within 
the scope of "Capacity Forming for EU transactions in Governorships", which 
started to be implemented on 20 pilot provinces in the last quarter of 2012 for 
Capacity forming for EU Affairs in Governorships and ended in December 2014; 
Significant developments were recorded at the administrative and institutional 
capacities at the local level for the EU issues.

Project outputs include: Regional expert workshops, city mapping, local DIAB 
website, EU sense survey, project database, action plan for strengthening the 
capacity for EU studies at the local level, the Communication Guide for EU studies 
at the local level.
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EU- TURKEY CITY 
MATCH PROGRAM 
LAUNCHES 

In order to carry on the activities carried out locally in 
the EU area and to move to a further stage EU-Turkey 
City Twinning Program was implemented. In addition to 
the capacity building activities to be carried out under 
the program, a grant of 2.6m euros will be provided 
to partnerships to be formed by Turkey and EU local 
authorities.
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PROVINCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE MINISTRY OF 
EUROPEAN UNION 
OPENED LOCAL PROJECTS 
AND ACTIVITIES WERE 
FACILITATED 
The Representation of the Ministry of the European Union, which has a representative 
office in Istanbul, was opened on 21 December 2014 and the İzmir Representative Office 
was opened on 19 February 2015. Through the Provincial Representations, various training 
and informing activities were carried out especially for non-governmental organizations; 
important activities were organized in order to raise awareness of EU related institutions and 
organizations operating at the local level. Supported by workshops, training and activities 
organized by local actors and representatives of institutions and organizations including the 
central organization.

In this context Istanbul Representative Office organized Turkey-EU Relations, general 
structure of EU financial aids, grant schemes, European Union Programs, project preparation, 
Jean Monnet Scholarship Program, 11 seminars organized by NGOs and universities on 
internship and job opportunities in our Ministry  660 students, faculty and NGO employees, 
and information about participation in the fairs were reached to 550 people.

EU-funded "Strengthening the Capacity of Local NGOs and the Public-NGO Business 
Association" under the coordination of Izmir and Antalya Representatives within the 
scope of the project, about 300 NGO representatives were provided capacity building 
for public institution personnel, project preparation according to EU methodology and 
Erasmus + trainings. In addition, "EU Projects in Izmir / Antalya" and "European Union in 
Izmir / Antalya" guidebooks were prepared to be presented to the relevant institutions and 
organizations.

Another activity carried out at the local level was "Project for Strengthening Capacity for 
EU Studies in Çukurova". Within the framework of the project activities completed to date, 
11 different project preparation trainings were provided in 9 months period and 780 people 
were participated in these trainings, thus enabling the maximum benefit of Adana province 
and Çukurova region from EU funds.

General   |    371     |    EU



EDUCATION BY 
JEAN MONNET 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM 
CONTINUES IN 
EU MEMBER 
STATES
The Jean Monnet Scholarship Program, one of the longest running projects in our 
country, aims to develop the workforce trained in the EU acquis area, which is 
needed in the process of full membership to the European Union.

With the Scholarship Program being implemented since 1990, approximately 2000 
citizens have the opportunity to attend graduate study or research programs in EU 
member countries. The program has contributed significantly to the development 
of dialogue between Turkey and the EU civil society as well as the academic 
investment that our citizens have made.

General   |    372     |   EU



REFLECTIONS 
OF THE EU 
IN THE DAILY 
LIFE

POLICIES IN REGARDS 
TO PROTECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT WERE 
STRENGTHEN AND 
INVESTMENTS WERE 
INCREASED 
More than 1 billion euros of EU financial support has been provided to 
infrastructure projects such as capacity building, particularly in the central and 
local areas, to adapt to EU environmental policies, and to treat drinking water 
and waste management. Fund usage continues

ENVIRONMENT
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REFORMS FOR WATER 
MANAGEMENT WERE 
MADE
Significant steps have been taken to achieve EU standards on integrated 
water management on a watershed basis. At the first stage, we have prepared 
basin conservation action plans for 25 river basins in our country, and they are 
continuing to put them into practice.

The Draft Water Law was drafted as a framework for harmonization with 
the EU Water Framework Directive, which introduced arrangements for 
the provision of good water quality, clean water resources and rational 
management of water.

Effective measures are being implemented to protect our waters against 
agricultural pollution of nitrate.

STRUGGLE CONTINUES  
AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Turkey has a historical responsibility for the release of greenhouse gases, which is 
the main cause of climate change, at a rate of 0.7%, and continues to contribute 
to fighting climate change with the least polluting countries.

In the first place, the National Climate Change Strategy Document, the roadmap 
for Turkey's fight against climate change, entered into force in 2010.

Turkey's first green growth strategy, the National Climate Change Action Plan, was 
adopted in 2011.

Turkey announced its contribution to the global climate change on September 30, 
2015 and signed the Paris Treaty on 22 April 2016.

The EU, which plays an active and leading role in the fight against global climate 
change, continues to comply with its legislation and awareness efforts.
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STRUGGLE CONTINUES  
AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE

WE BECAME 
MEMBER TO EU 
MECHANISM FOR 
CIVIL PROTECTION
Our country became a member of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism on 6 May 
2016, which promotes solidarity and cooperation across Europe in disasters.

The involvement of our country in the Mechanism provides a business alliance 
with the EU to prevent natural and man-made disasters, to be prepared for 
these disasters and to intervene.

Thus, our country will be able to benefit from the same aid, equipment, staff 
and expert support for the protection of people, the environment and cultural 
heritage in times of disaster and emergency.

Disaster and Emergency Management (AFAD) was appointed as the 
"coordinator" institution for the implementation of the Civil Protection 
Mechanism in our country.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLLUTION ENDS 
SOON BY WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 
Significant steps have been taken to prevent the waste produced at home, at 
work, in the industry, briefly in our daily life, and to recycle the waste.

(Such as paper / cardboard, glass, metal, plastic, finished vehicles)
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MILLIONS 
OF ANIMALS 
RESCUED TO BE 
CAVY
In order to protect the 
experimental animals used 
for experimental and other 
scientific purposes, the rules 
for the production sites of 
the experimental animals and 
the laboratories to be tested 
were introduced.

IMPORTANT STEPS 
ARE TAKEN FOR 
DETERMINING 
NATURA 2000 
FIELDS 
Work has started in our country to determine 
NATURA 2000 areas, which are established as natural 
environmental protection networks for the protection 
of endangered natural habitats and living species.
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ERA FOR CHEMICAL 
POISONING 
ENDED

WE INCREASED 
FUEL QUALITY AND 
CONTRIBUTION TO AIR 
QUALITY IS PROVIDED

A new period in the management of chemicals has started 
with the publication of the regulation on the registration, 
evaluation, authorization and restriction of chemicals. Thus, 
with the obligation to register with the chemical, the health 
of our citizens and the negative effects on the environment 
are reduced the most.

Biocidal products, restrictions on the use of substances 
such as asbestos were introduced. Detailed information was 
given in the packages of the products sold in the markets 
and people were made to make informed purchases in their 
choices.

Depending on the increase in fuel quality, the amount of 
emissions released from motor vehicles has been reduced 
and living standards have been increased in cleaner weather 
conditions.

Tighter air quality standards have begun to be implemented and 
cleaner air breathing is possible. Stricter air quality standards 
are being implemented and it is possible to breathe cleaner air
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ENERGY
ELECTRICITY 
TRADE 
STARTED 
WITH EU

WORKS FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATURAL GAS 
MARKET ARE AT 
THE LAST PHASE 

the legal basis for the cross-border electricity trade 
between Turkey and the EU was established and the 
permanent connection of the electricity system was 
provided.

The liberalization of the natural gas market has reached its final stage,
foreign investors are carrying out large infrastructural projects in our 
country in the framework of common market rules.
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AWARENESS 
FOR ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY AND 
WASTE ENABLED

As a result of the projects financed from the EU sources, an important awareness was 
created in the efficient use of energy and prevention of waste. In this context, together 
with the Energy Efficiency Law published in 2007, energy efficiency activities are being 
held in the second week of January every year.

In particular, the energy performance of the buildings has been regulated so that 
practices in our country to use energy more effectively and efficiently in the buildings 
have entered our daily life. 

We know how much energy the electrical equipment we use with energy labeling 
consumes.

OBSTACLES IN FRONT 
OF THE INVESTORS ARE 
REMOVED WITH NEW 
FINANCE MECHANISMS 
New opportunities for investors have been created 
with financing mechanisms developed for renewable 
energy and energy efficiency.
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TRAFFIC SAFETY  IS 
PROVIDED BY THE USE 
OF DIGITAL RECORDING 
WITH  COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE DIGITAL 
TACOGRAPHY
The use of Digital Tachygraphy has become mandatory within the 
framework of obligations arising from EU legislation and international 
conventions.

An important measure was taken against the factors that adversely affect 
both driver 's social conditions and traffic safety, such as insomnia and 
overwork, by controlling the working time of drivers who use commercial 
vehicles.

TRANSPORTATION

DRIVING LICENSE 
HOLDERS OF OUR 
COUNTRY COULD 
DRIVE ABROAD
Following the preparation of the legal infrastructure, drivers' documents 
in compliance with international standards began to be distributed on 
1 January 2016. Our citizens can now drive abroad without needing 
additional documentation with new driver documentation.
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HIGHWAY 
SAFETY 
INCREASED
In order to increase both road safety and reduce the negative effects of 
road traffic on the environment, about 120,000 commercial vehicles hit 
the roads in 1990 and before were banned from traffic.

As a result of legislative amendments and the establishment of the 
necessary infrastructure, roadside inspections of commercial vehicles have 
been tightened. And positive contribution to road safety was provided.

RIGHTS IN EU 
STANDARDS 
PROVIDED TO 
TRAVELS TRAVELING 
WITH AIRLINES
Passengers were granted access to 
EU standards, allowing passengers 
traveling by airline to receive 
compensation and service in cases 
of delay and cancellation.

Arrangements have been made 
to ensure that disabled or 
mobility-restricted passengers 
can receive help during their 
travels and protect them against 
discrimination.
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SERVICE QUALITY 
INCREASED WITH 
SAFE AND 
SECURE AIR 
TRANSPORTATION

TURKISH FLAG 
VESSELS ARE LESS 
CONTROLLED IN 
FOREIGN SEAPORTS

Regulations have been issued in many areas that directly 
affect airway safety and security.

The quality of all services provided by air vehicles and 
carrier companies and navigation service providers has 
been upgraded.

Flight teams' flights, terms of office and resting principles 
have been rearranged.

Turkey has been on the White List of the Paris Memorandum of 
Understanding on Port State Controls since 2008. In this respect, Turkish 
flagged vessels are now subject to less denunciation at foreign ports.
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RAILWAY 
TRANSPORTATION 
WAS FACILITATED  

RAILWAY PROJECTS 
CONNECTING EAST 
AND WEST SIDE OF 
OUR COUNTRY ARE 
REALIZED 

The liberalization process, which started with Law No. 6461, was completed in 
2017.

With the liberalization of the sector, the competition in railway transportation 
will increase, the quality of service will increase and the share of railway 
transportation in other transportation modes will increase. This will prevent 
the adverse economic and environmental impacts caused by the congestion 
caused by heavy passenger and freight transport on the roads.

Significant projects continue to be realized through the EU financial support 
and financing from our national budget to link the eastern and western part of 
Turkey via railway.

In the negotiations between the EU and our country, we agreed on "Halkali-
Kapıkule-Ankara-Sivas-Kars Railway Project" to connect our country with Kars 
from Eastern border to Kapıkule, our land border with the EU.
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WE PROVIDE 
OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
IN EU PROBLEMS
In the area of occupational health and safety, the Law on Occupational Health and Safety 
No. 6331, which provides for the transposition of the EU Framework Business Health and 
Safety Directive into domestic law, entered into force in 2012. The National Occupational 
Health and Safety Policy Document and Action Plan, which sets out the necessary 
administrative arrangements to prevent occupational accidents and occupational 
diseases, was adopted by the National Occupational Health and Safety Council.

PARENT LEAVE 
APPLICATION WAS 
DEVELOPED 
An important step has been taken in transposition of the EU acquis on 
parental leave and the right to parental leave has been established for both 
civil servants and workers. Civil servants and women were allowed to work 
part-time without any interruption in financial and social rights during certain 
periods after a specific maternity leave, and workers were allowed to work 
part-time until the compulsory primary school age.
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FOOD SAFETY, VETERINARY, 
PLANT HEALTH POLICY:
SAFE FOOD PERIOD ON THE 
WAY OF EU
Under the 12th Food Security, Veterinary and Plant Health Policy chapter opened 
to negotiations, legislation has been harmonized and more than 250 secondary 
regulations have been published to ensure that our people can reach safer and 
better quality food. 

Within the scope of Chapter, to serve the safety of animal health and for the 
traceability of animal food Bovine animals were marked with ear ring and recorded 
to the database. And the start of the marking and registration of small ruminants 
enabled.

In order to increase the potential for production and exports in animal production 
and to protect animal health and public health, efforts to combat animal diseases 
have been carried out with financial and technical support from EU funds.

For the consumers; “food Safety is provided from field / farm to table”. 

Citizens are provided accurate information access to safe food and the food they 
consume.

Legal arrangements are taken by civil society.

Traceability in the food chain is provided more effectively.

Tighter controls on food and eating are being made. If there is a problem in the 
food, the controls are made retroactively and the problems are detected in the 
source.

It is intervened with urgent action plans without losing time when necessary for the 
protection of human and animal health.

Restaurants, places of sale, chill stores and storage places are registered and 
hygiene rules are observed.
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Animal products operations are subject to it and comply with stricter 
hygiene laws.

If the food is not safe, it is collected from the market.

Fishing boats are recorded and comply with hygiene regulations.

Raw milk quality is increased.

Livestock are protected and protected during their growing, transporting 
and cutting. Stables, transport vehicles and slaughterhouses are designed 
and constructed according to established rules.

The entry of agricultural pesticides into the market, which could cause a risk 
for environment and human health, is prevented.

Food businesses are modernized to produce quality products and 
competitiveness.

The horizontal and vertical 
legislation within the scope 
of the Turkish Food Codex 
has been strengthened 
through the adoption of EU 
harmonization.

The capacity for food 
control services has been 
strengthened and the 
"National Food Reference 
Laboratory" has been built 
and equipped with financial 
assistance from EU funds.

The plant passport system 
has been established and the 
implementation of the system 
has begun.
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WE FOLLOW 
FISHERY
Aquaculture Information System (SUBİS) was established to ensure that 
the aquatic products can be safely accessed from the sea to the table. 
SUBİS, which is established in harmony with the EU acquis, is controlling 
the hunting and sales information. In addition, all tuna ships are being 
monitored by the satellite-based Ship Monitoring System. In this way, 
future generations will be able to eat fish safely and with EU standards.

Market research was carried out on the research vessel to be used in the 
determination and monitoring of stocks with the project "Initiation of 
Stock Assessment in Turkish Fisheries System" which is also supported by 
EU financial resources and alternatives were analyzed.

With the project, action plans were prepared for rehabilitation of Lake 
Egirdir, which was chosen as a pilot lake and water management regimes 
in the Black Sea, Marmara Sea, Aegean Sea and Mediterranean Sea. 
A national action plan for the ecosystem-based multi-annual marine 
management regime has been developed for 10 different fish species.

In order to reduce fishing fleet capacity to prevent overfishing, a support 
program has been launched for fishermen to be withdrawn voluntarily 
from hunting.

Up to now 43 fishery management buildings 29 of them are within the EU 
project (Fisheries Port Office) have been established at the landing point .

Again, EU financial resources and producer organizations have started to 
work to create an organizational structure and function in harmony with 
the EU, and to raise awareness on this issue.

FISHERY
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
INCREASES WITH EU 
SUPPORTS!
The "Rural Development Program", which will be the basis for the implementation of 
the IPARD (Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance - Rural Development) support and 
covering the period 2007-2013, has been prepared.

In order to implement the IPARD Program, the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Support Agency was established as an IPARD agency. Nearly 800 million EU sources were 
used in the IPARD I Program (2007-2013), which ended in 2016.

The IPARD II Program, which covers the 2014-2020 budget period and will be 
implemented until 2023, was approved by the European Commission on 27 January 2015. 
And the EU source will be transferred to Turkey in the amount of approximately 800 
million Euros.

Together with the EU supports, our animals have begun to be grown in more modern 
stables, to be produced in more modern enterprises. Turkey's rural development policy 
has become even more powerful and effective.

With the LEADER (Implementation of Local Rural Development Strategies) approach in 
the IPARD II Program, financial support has been started both for the preparation of local 
development strategies for locally actors and for the implementation of these strategies.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
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OUR FARMERS WIN 
WITH ORGANIC 
AGRICULTURAL 
FARMING AND ALSO 
OUR COUNTRY
Adapting to the EU acquis on organic agriculture will ensure that we 
achieve EU standards in organic agriculture. It will facilitate the entry of 
our products into the EU market and will contribute to increasing the 
incomes of producers and our country will gain prestige in world markets.
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GEOGRAPHICAL 
SIGNS INCREASE 
THE VALUE OF OUR 
PRODUCTS  
Agricultural property with specific characteristics and EU geographical indications which 
prescribe and protect the names and characteristics of food shall be harmonized with the 
Industrial Property Law No. 6769 at a high level. The support of geographical marking of 
products and foods with regional characteristics enables recognition of our products and 
provides an improvement in the producers' income by creating a profitable profit in terms 
of the rural economy, especially in the less favored regions or remote areas.

Our products are registered with the European Commission for the recognition of our 
products in the EU and for the products which have geographical signatures for the 
supply to the market. Until today, we have three registered geographical products, 
namely Antep baklava / Gaziantep baklava, Aydin figs and Malatya apricots in front of the 
European Commission. Registration procedures for nine products (Afyon Pastrami, Afyon 
Sausage, İnegöl Meatballs, Aydın Nut, Bayramiç Beyaz, Taşköprü Garlic, Kayseri patty, 
Kayseri Pastrami, Kayseri Sasage, Antep peanuts) continues.

Continued efforts to bring the support of the agriculture sector closer to the EU support 
system will make significant progress in maintaining a stable level of income for the 
Turkish farmer, rather than varying levels of income relative to production periods. Work 
has started on the creation and implementation of the "Integrated Administration and 
Control System", the basic tool of the EU compatible support system, and a strategy 
has been prepared for this purpose. With the application of this strategy, the support 
given to the agriculture sector in our country will be followed in a more effective way. In 
addition, EU-funded projects are being implemented to support the main elements of the 
EU Common Agricultural Policy, direct support and harmonization efforts with common 
market regulations.
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FREE 
MOVEMENT 
OF GOODS

SAFE 
COSMETICS 
PRODUCTS 
ARE IN THE 
MARKET!

Although the Free Movement of Goods chapter is from non-negotiable 
sections, with the harmonization of legislation and project works carried out 
under this chapter, it is aimed to supply safe and high quality products to 
the market and to strengthen the laboratory infrastructure in various product 
groups which are the risk of threatening the health and safety of the people.

Work carried out in the area of free circulation of goods is not only beneficial 
to our consumers. Exporting to the EU has become easier as production has 
been done in accordance with EU legislation. Turkish products marketed with 
high standards and safe production are not only Europe-wide but also more 
attractive worldwide.

Cosmetics products are produced in accordance with EU standards and 
supplied to the market. In accordance with the Cosmetics Law and the 
Cosmetics Regulation, which enforce strict rules and enforce sanctions in 
the event of violations, only cosmetic products that do not harm human 
health can be offered to the market. Thanks to legislation in line with the EU 
legislation, Turkish consumers are now able to safely use cosmetic products 
that are indispensable elements of daily life.
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TOYS ARE 
MORE SAFE FOR 
CHILDREN NOW
According to the "Regulation on Toys" published in accordance with 
the EU legislation, the toys we buy from our children are produced in 
compliance with EU standards. The toys supplied to the market have to 
be safe in terms of physical, mechanical, chemical, electrical and hygienic 
risks. Thus, our children are protected against possible health risks and 
physical injuries, and the accidents and injuries caused by toys are now 
minimized.

Thanks to the labels and use warnings on toys, our consumers are now 
able to buy safe toys more consciously to their children.
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MORE SAFE, MORE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND HEALTIER 
BUILDINGS
Materials used in structures such as buildings, roads, bridges and railways are 
extremely important for daily life. In accordance with the "Building Materials 
Regulations" in line with the EU legislation on building materials; Only building 
materials that meet certain legal requirements can be sold.

Buildings are made from materials with safety, durability, security in case of fire, 
hygiene, health and protection of the environment, protection against noise, energy 
saving and heat retention. The producers show that the building materials they 
produce are safe, with CE marking, which can be obtained as a result of a very 
detailed process.
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WE INCREASE THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CAPACITY

TURKISH 
ACCREDITATION 
ORGANIZATION 
EXPANDS ITS SERVICE 
AREAS 

Our country has reached even higher levels than most EU countries, including 
in the harmonization of technical legislation, as well as in establishing and 
strengthening the quality infrastructure.

The Turkish Accreditation Authority (TÜRKAK) continues to provide accreditation services to 
all internationally recognized areas since 1999 as the only authorized authority in the field of 
accreditation in our country. Experiments, Calibration and Medical Laboratories, Inspection, 
Product Documentation, Personnel Documentation and Management Systems Certification 
Organizations, Proficiency Testing Providers and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Verifiers, To 
date, a total of 1.432 organizations have been accredited. These include public institutions, 
universities and private sector organizations as well as organizations from abroad.

At the same time, TÜRKAK is a full member of roof organizations such as the European 
Accreditation Association, the International Accreditation Forum and the International 
Laboratories Accreditation Association and has signed mutual recognition agreements (MLA 
and MRA) with all these accreditation areas. Thus, the documents issued by the accredited 
laboratories and other institutions have been validated in international markets. These 
reports and certifications, which are especially important for exported products, are also 
rapidly spreading in the domestic market.

Due to the increase in the number of vocational qualifications recently determined, there is a 
demand for intensive accreditation in personnel certification field. In addition, accreditation 
procedures have been initiated in our country at the same time as the European countries 
in the fields of the new accreditation, Proficiency Testing Providers, Reference Material 
Manufacturers, Greenhouse Gas Emissions Verifiers and Good Laboratory Practices.
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WE ACHIEVED THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARDS
Our country has also become important point in the field of standardization. 
The Turkish Standards Institute (TSE) has become a full member of the 
European Union standardization bodies, the European Standardization 
Committee (CEN) and the European Electro technical Standardization 
Committee (CENELEC) on 1 January 2012. Having previously been in observer 
status, the TSE has been in a position to have a place in standard preparation 
processes since it has been able to participate in all activities of CEN and 
CENELEC as well as voting rights in decision making.
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COMPATIBLENESS 
ASSESSMENT 
ORGANIZATION 
AUTHORIZED TO 
PROVIDE “CE MARK” 
IN OUR COUNTRY 
INCREASED  
Significant improvements have been achieved in the authorization of the 
CE marking of conformity assessment bodies, a component of the quality 
infrastructure. Both the number of conformity assessment bodies operating in EU 
norms have increased and these organizations have renewed themselves in the 
framework of new approaches. According to the latest case, 41 notified bodies 
from our country are authorized to issue the CE marking and are registered in 
the European New Approach Approved and Assigned Institutions system. At the 
same time, these institutions, which are also accredited by TÜRKAK, continue 
to serve as counterparts in the EU, from building materials to machine safety, 
pressure vessels to medical devices.
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COMPATIBLENESS 
ASSESSMENT 
ORGANIZATION 
AUTHORIZED TO 
PROVIDE “CE MARK” 
IN OUR COUNTRY 
INCREASED  

IMPORTANT STEPS ARE 
TAKEN FOR COMBATING 
WITH  PIRATED  AND  
IMITATION PRODUCTS
In the harmonization process of the European Union, thanks to the system 
that is developed for the protection of intellectual property rights in our 
country and develops over time, important steps have been taken to 
combat creativity and innovation with counterfeit and pirate goods, which 
on the other hand have put the consumer's health at risk or have usurped 
the creative labor of the artists.

Several projects have been carried out in this area using EU funds. Thus, 
our administrative capacity to fight against imitation and pirated goods has 
been further increased. Specialized Courts in the field of intellectual and 
industrial rights have been established in our three major cities. Training 
has been held for our judges in charge here. A database has been created 
to provide online applications for rights holders to better protect their 
intellectual property rights at customs.

In cooperation with international organizations, Turkish Police have carried 
out successful operations to catch pirated and fake goods.
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A CONSCIOUS AND 
SAFE LIFE FOR OUR 
CONSUMERS
Thanks to the legislation adopted on the Protection of the Consumer, the 
Turkish consumer has broad rights;
  
Standards for the consumer contracts, warranty documents, defective 
goods and services, credit cards, door-to-door sales, distant sales including 
internet sales, package tours, holiday system, misleading advertisements 
and advertisements, label tariffs and price lists, unfair commercial practices, 
such as regulations were made, the consumer confidence environment was 
established.

PROTECTING 
CONSUMER AND HEALTH
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ALL COMPLAINTS 
CHANNELS ARE OPEN 
FOR CONSUMER

PRODUCTS ARE 
SAFER FOR 
CONSUMERS 
NOW

In addition to applications made using traditional methods, applications can 
now be made via the website of the Ministry of Customs and Trade. Through 
this system created, consumers with e-state passwords can complete their 
applications on the page. These applications are sent electronically to the 
relevant arbitration committees, which can be concluded without the need 
for the consumer to apply himself.

Consumers can also follow the situation of the complaint applications and the 
result through this website

With the legislation adopted in the field of general product safety, which 
prohibits the supply of unsafe products to the market, The standards of 
goods and services that Turkish consumers should buy have been upgraded. 
And risks that threaten the health and safety of the consumer have been 
reduced.

By means of the implemented market surveillance and inspection system, 
insecure products presented to the market are identified, thus protecting 
both consumers and well-meaning producers.
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OUR CUSTOMS 
ADMINISTRATION 
IS IN ELECTRONIC 
ENVIRONMENT
Now, the Turkish Customs Administration serves the citizens like other developed 
countries in electronic environment. Web based applications such as Electronic 
Declaration, Paperless Declaration Application, Central information System, Authorized 
Customs Consultancy System, Online Tax Payments inquiry can be performed via 
internet.

The infrastructure is being created for the "single window" and "one-stop-shop" systems. 
According to this, in foreign trade, economic operators will inform only one point of 
contact about the goods (single window) and the data will be transferred to the related 
institutions / destinations. In addition, any possible control over goods (eg health, 
veterinary, customs, etc.) will be carried out at the same time and in one stop-shop..

With recent studies there will be no declaration and attached documents in the paper 
environment. In this case, the main rule of electronic declaration and exchange of data is 
the exceptional application of the declaration and document presentation in the paper 
environment. Thus, foreign trade transactions are accelerated and facilitated.

CUSTOMS UNION
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RISK MANAGEMENT IN 
CUSTOMS PROCESSES

COST ADVANTAGES 
WITH THE 
INTEGRATION OF GTS

Taking into consideration the possibility of events that threaten the 
financial interests of the country which impedes the proper application of 
customs legislation or which pose a threat to other forms, effectiveness 
and selectivity are ensured in customs controls with customs procedures 
controlled through the systematic assessment of risks

Within the context of tax compliance of the EU's Generalized Preferences 
System (GTS). It has been ensured that our industry has a cost advantage 
in the import of raw materials and intermediate goods in many products 
and product groups. Considering that a large part of our exports were 
made in the scope of inward processing, within the scope of GTS, 
raw material imports were made with lower customs duties. And our 
producers who make their exports to the EU market provided a significant 
cost advantage.
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DRIVING FORCE  
OF EU IN ECONOMIC 
STABILITY
The confidence and stability in our economy since 2002 and the influence of the EU 
have strengthened the economic and trade links between Turkey and the EU. Prior 
to the Customs Union, the total foreign trade volume of our country in 1995 was $ 
57.3 billion, but by 2016 this figure has been increased 6 times and reached to $ 341.1 
billion. By 2016, as the EU's largest trade partner, our share in our total foreign trade 
was 42.8%.

While the total amount of direct foreign investment stoke in our country was 
18.8 billion dollars in 2002, this amount increased by seven kattan as of 2016 and 
reached 141.6 billion dollars. Approximately three-quarters of Turkey's direct foreign 
investment stock is EU-funded.

Our economy grew at an average annual growth rate of approximately 6% annually 
since 2002, and this field has always remained above the EU average. Our economy 
grew by 5.2% and 5.1% in the first two quarters of 2017, respectively. Our total GDP, 
which was $ 236 billion in 2002, reached $ 863 billion in 2016 and $ 3,581 in 2002, 
and our per capita income reached $ 10.883 in 2016.

ECONOMY
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WE STRENGTHEN 
THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE BANKING 
SYSTEM
Thanks to the comprehensive reforms carried out after the banking crisis, the Turkish 
banking sector has gained a strong and strong structure and this structure has been 
preserved even during the toughest times of the global crisis. As a matter of fact, 
the capital adequacy ratio, which is one of the most important indicators of the 
performance of the banking sector, is more than double of the minimum 8% which is to 
be in accordance with the international standards as of August 2017 and it is 17.2%.

The superior performance of the banking sector is confirmed by the EU. As a matter of 
fact, the European Commission in December 2016 admitted that the supervisory and 
regulatory implementations of the credit institutions of our country are equivalent to 
EU legislation.

This decision will contribute to the further increase in our level of financial integration 
with the EU and to the easier and less costly borrowing of our banks from abroad 
depending on the decrease in the risk coefficient of our country.
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WE ESTABLISHED 
MORE TRANSPARENT, 
MORE ACCOUNTABLE 
PUBLIC FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
AND SUPERVISION 
FACILITIES 
Significant acts have been undertaken in order to harmonize the public financial management 
and control system with the international principles and standards accepted by the EU. The 
Public Financial Management and Control Law No. 5018, enacted in 2003, and the financial 
management and control system of the public have been completely amended within a new 
framework.

With the Law No. 5018, thanks to the expansion of budget coverage, it is ensured that the 
right of budget is used in the best way, and the efficiency of the budget preparation and 
implementation process is increased. And ensuring transparency in financial management, a 
healthy accountability mechanism and re-establishing the authority-responsibility balance in 
the expenditure process have been provided. The establishment of an effective internal control 
and internal audit system and the establishment of a new public financial management system 
in line with modern developments are aimed.

In addition, fundamental elements of modern public management such as internal audit, 
internal control, strategic plan, performance program, performance-based audit have been 
adopted and radical changes have been made to the public in terms of control and audit. Thus, 
the infrastructure of a public financial management in accordance with the European Union 
and international norms has been created in terms of budget and expenditure discipline.

In support of Law No. 5018, with the Law on the Turkish Court of Accounts numbered 
6085 enacted in 2010, the auditing of public institutions has also been made compatible 
with international standards. Accountability and transparency in public finances have been 
strengthened, and oversight and supervision over state expenditures has been activated.
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JUSTICE
REFORMS
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WE HAVE 
REFORMED 
FOR A 
JUSTICE 
SYSTEM THAT 
EMBRACES 
EVERYBODY 
AND 
EVERYONE 
TRUSTS

We brought an individual application 
to the Constitutional Court. The 
individual application numbers are 
20578 in 2014, 20376 in 2015 and 
80,756 in 2016 and 40,147 in 2017.

WE HAVE 
INCREASED 
THE WAYS OF 
CLAIMING 
RIGHTS
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WE ACTUALIZED DIVISIONAL  
COURTS AND GAVE OUR 
CITIZENS A NEW WAY OF 
CLAIMING FOR A RIGHT

WE MADE  AMENDMENTS 
IN ORDER TO PROTECT OUR 
CITIZENS FROM BASELESS 
COMPLAINTS AND AGAINST 
LOSS OF REPUTATION 

We have operationalized  appeal law procedure which is one of the historical 
reforms in 20 July 2016. 

Divisional courts have been activated in 7 regions to reduce the errors of courts 
minimum and prevent  the crowd in appeal courts.

We reduced the number of members of these courts, taking into consideration 
that the workload of the Supreme Court of Appeals and the Council of State 
would be reduced when the Court of Appeals passed. We made arrangements 
for the courts to make decisions faster. We limited the duration of membership 
of Supreme Court  and the Council of State to 12 years.

With the Decree Law No. 694, we have changed the conditions for opening an 
investigation at the criminal proceedings and have ensured that no action is taken 
in cases where the notice and complaint about our citizens are abstract and general 
in nature. We have thus ensured that our non-guilty citizens do not face the means 
of apprehension or expression, and that they are not renowned in society.
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WE HAVE 
INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF COURTS SO 
THAT ENABLED 
TO MAKE 
A QUICKER 
DECISION
We increased the number of courts 
from 3,581 to 6,260 in ordinary justice, 
we increased the number of courts 
from 146 to 178 in the administrative 
judiciary. In the last fifteen years, the 
increase in court numbers was 74% in 
the judicial judiciary and 22% in the 
administrative judiciary.
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WE INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF JUDGES AND 
PROSECUTORS 
TO SPEED UP 
THE CASES
We increased the number of judges and prosecutors from 
9,344 in 2002 to 16,142. So we increased by 73%.
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WE HAVE 
INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF JUSTICE 
PERSONNEL
The number of our personnel excluding the ones who worked in the 
penal execution institutions was 26,274 in 2002 and this number is 
58,288 as of today.  
 
The increase in the number of personnel compared to 2002 is 121%.
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WE STRENGTHENED 
TRAINING ACTIVITIES 
TO INCREASE THE 
QUALIFICATION 
OF JUDGES, 
PROSECUTORS 
AND STAFF
In order to increase the quality of judges and prosecutors, we have taken steps 
regarding the duration and the quality of the candidacy period in Turkey Justice 
Academy.

We have sent numerous judges and prosecutors overseas for language and post-
graduate studies in order to follow international developments closely and to increase 
their professional competence.

We strengthened the five training centers established for personnel serving in prisons 
and probation offices.

We strengthened the training center for the training of the courthouse personnel. We 
established training centers in Ankara and Rize for the training of judicial personnel
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WE CONTINUE 
TO BUILD 
MODERN JUSTICE 
PALACES
Since 2003, a total of 232 justice service buildings have been completed 
and serviced so that a total of 3,803,816 m2 closed area has been reached. 
While this figure was 596,000 m2 in 2002, today it has increased by 6.5 
times in m2..

With the completion of ongoing construction, the closed area will exceed 
6,000,000 square meters.
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WE HAVE PROVIDED GREAT 
CONVENIENCE TO OUR 
CITIZENS THROUGH THE 
NATIONAL JUDICIARY 
INFORMATICS SYSTEM  
(UYAP)
With the national judiciary informatics system  (UYAP), we have linked all the 
judicial buildings and many related institutions via electronic network. Our citizens 
who are members of the UYAP SMS Information System can receive the case, 
execution order or transactions of their cases as SMS. Our citizens are now able to 
access their judicial information easily through call centers.

With E-Litigation System; The following have become possible: 

Another project we have developed to facilitate the work of our citizens in the 
judiciary is "SEGBIS". SEGBIS, "Voice and Video Information System", has been used 
in our judicial offices and prisons since 2011. Up to now, a total of 3,413 systems have 
been installed, including 2,541 for the courtrooms, 273 for the Public Prosecutor's 
Office, 56 for the District Court of Justice, and 543 for the Penal Execution 
Institutions. In the first six months of 2017, 25,595 entries and 117,294 conference calls 
were made. With SEGBIS, it was possible to remotely videoconference with people 
who were not present at the court.

Thus, we accelerated the judicial processes by preventing the restriction of freedom 
until it was brought before the court. It has become possible for the prisoners and 
detainees of the Penal Execution Institutions to participate in the stance of the 
place where they are located. With SEGBIS We both gained speed of judgment and 
reduced transportation costs.

The possibility of sue without time and space limitation,

Citizens are able to file lawsuits online before they go to court,

To take samples from the litigation documents,

Payment for Fees and expenses,

Sending information and documents.
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STRUCTURAL  REFORMS WERE 
REALIZED BY CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT
With the support of our nationality in the 16th of April Public Constitution, we have taken 
the step of fundamental reforms with the Constitutional amendments.

We have also secured "neutrality" with the phrase added to the Constitution as a result 
of the changes we made in the Constitution, which emphasized "independence".

We raised the military judge. We ended the military-civilian distinction between judicial 
institutions. We opened the way for military crimes to be seen in civilian courts.

We changed the structure of the Judges and Prosecutors' Board and the membership 
system. We opened the way for the TBMM to choose its members. We provided the 
National Religion to reflect on the committee.

WE HAVE RENEWED 
LEGISLATION SUBSTRUCTURE 
AND CONTINUE TO RENEW 
We have made important changes in many of its laws, especially in the Constitution, in order to 
strengthen our Republic's  state of law status.

We tried to remove the traces of the September 12 Regime, which was swayed on Turkey, 
especially on constitution.

If the treaties on fundamental rights and freedoms contain different provisions on the same 
issue, we have made the basis of international treaty provisions a constitutional rule.

We have organized the protection of personal data as a constitutional and legal right for the 
first time. 

The first time child rights are taken under Constitutional protection, The development of 
syndicate freedom, The right to collective bargaining to public officials, Removal of constitution 
article which enables The deputies who caused their declaration and actions to close the party. 
Important innovations in the field of fundamental rights and freedoms

In addition to this, many provisions that are incompatible with the human rights and freedoms 
and democratic state of law in our Constitution and laws are either removed from our legislation 
or amended and harmonized with the democratic state of law.
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After we were in power, we removed State Security Courts as one of our first actions.

We have set up rule for all of the crimes related to freedom of expression as  "declaration 
of thought made for the purpose of criticism will not constitute a crime".

We have been able to investigate, prosecute and punish criminal offenses committed 
through the press for a one-off delay.

We removed the provisions preventing the search for rights in the Constitution so that our 
citizens would not be desperate in the face of the state.

We had a bad understanding of zero tolerance to torture and completely removed 
all torture and ill-treatment claims from the country's agenda. We have increased the 
punishment for torture and ill-treatment, and we have removed the time-out for torture.

We have made important reforms in the area of human rights and have changed Turkey's 
human rights beliefs positively. We structured and strengthened the Human Rights 
Department as an independent unit within the Ministry of Justice.

With the changes we made in the Execution and Bankruptcy System, we made steps 
to ensure the balance of interest between the creditor and the debtor. We removed the 
seizure of the goods which had no economic benefit in the seizure and which would cause 
difficulties in continuing the daily life of the indebted ones.
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We have said in our Government Programs that the high 
standard of democracy we aim at, the legislation that does 
not conform to the evolving social, political and economic 
structure, will be renewed. In this context, we have 
provided a major legislative reform

WE HAVE CHANGED THE TURKISH PENAL CODE IN 2005, 
THE LEGAL PROCEDURAL LAWS IN 2011, THE DEBTS 
LAW IN 2011, THE CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS LAW IN 2005 
AND THE TURKISH COMMERCIAL LAW IN 2011.

WE HAVE 
REFORMED OUR 
BASIC LAWS IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH OUR 
EVOLVING 
STRUCTURE
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IN 2016,WE HAVE 
ADOPTED LEGAL 
REGULATIONS 
REGARDING THE 
PROTECTION OF 
PERSONAL DATA
In this context, the Law on the Protection of Personal Data entered into force, and the 
Personal Data Protection Agency went into effect in order to protect personal data 
more effectively.

In the Constitution, in order to protect fundamental rights and freedoms, privacy 
of private life, we have regulated the right of privacy and protection of information 
security.
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WE MADE 
REGULATIONS 
IN ORDER TO 
ORGANIZE THE 
RIGHTS OF 
WORKERS AND 
EMPLOYERS 
RAPIDLY 
The Labor Court Law, which we prepared in order to 
resolve business disputes more quickly and effectively, 
was accepted by the Grand National Assembly on 
12.10.2017.

We brought mediation as a pre-court solution to the 
disputes that have the conditions for employee-employer 
disputes.
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WE PUT THE 
EXPERTNESS 
LAW INTO 
EFFECT
With the Law on Expertise, we ended the practice of legal 
expertise that shared judicial power with judges.

We have limited the judges' applications to referee for 
consultation to only a technical issue.

We have also reorganized the Expertness Authority to 
ensure that the judiciary is carried out effectively and that 
delays are prevented.

The new system started from 1 January 2018
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WE HAVE MADE 
IT MANDATORY 
FOR THE COURTS 
TO PREPARE 
ANNUAL REPORTS 
IN ORDER TO 
INCREASE 
TRANSPARENCY 
IN JUDICIAL 
SERVICES
With the Circular No. 118 issued in 2016, it 
is obligatory to prepare the annual report 
of the judiciary and present it to the public. 
The Courts has issued its first annual reports 
in 2017.

In this way, we have increased the 
transparency in judicial services and made 
it possible for judicial performance to be 
pursued by the public authorities in charge 
of the responsible institutions.
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WE CREATED 
FORENSIC 
DATABANK
We completed our preparations for the preparation of a forensic data 
bank in 2016 in order to build our judicial system on the data obtained 
healthily. Statistical answers about the cases and investigations, 
such as provinces, districts, villages, towns, neighborhoods, streets, 
seasons, time, age, occupation, education status, etc. will be available 
within the scope of preventive law application with the Data Bank.
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WE HAVE STRENGTHENED 
THE FORENSIC MEDICINE 
INSTITUTIONS
In 2002, we increased the number of Group Presidency from 6 to 9, and the number of 
Branch Directorate from 18 to 70. In addition, in 2016 we established the "Department 
of Forensic Informatics specialization" in the Institution to conduct necessary studies on 
information related issues. We have upgraded the service buildings of these units with the 
latest possibilities of technology. For the first time we have established laboratories with 
international accreditation.

In the next period, we will carry out on-the-spot, rapid and effective forensic medicine 
services. Thus, there will be no provinces in which forensic medicine is not provided

WE HAVE PROVIDED ALTERNATIVE 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION METHODS 
FOR THE QUICKER RESOLUTION OF 
OUR CITIZENS' DISPUTES
We brought mediation system in the criminal proceedings and mediation in civil disputes. 
Thanks to mediation in legal disputes, the only way to solve legal problems is not court 
procedure now. 

As of December 1, 2017, there were 7,500 registered mediators. 23.000 of the 24.500 
disputes have been concluded with intermediary organization.

On the other hand, with the Law governing the establishment of the Istanbul Arbitration 
Center, a new application has been brought to our country on alternative dispute resolution 
methods.

In addition, in 2016, we established "Alternative Solutions Department in Cezada" within 
the Ministry of Justice.

In order to increase the effectiveness of the settlement institution in criminal proceedings
we have increased the crimes that are within the scope of reconciliation and have opened 
the way for the settlement offices to be established before the Chief Public Prosecutors. As 
of December 1, 2017, the file concluded with the 200711 file compromise, but no consensus 
was reached on the 47641 file. The success rate was 81%. As of 1 December 2017, there are 
17,487 mediators.
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WE HAVE PROVIDED 
THE MODERATION 
OF THE  PENAL 
INSTITUTIONS
We closed 290 penitentiary institutions that did not meet the standards. We have 
gained the "Probation Institution" for our penal execution system. With this practice, 
we made it possible for our citizens to complete their sentences without entering the 
penal institutions because of simple crimes.

In 2002, the number of staff in charge of 25 thousand 407 criminal and execution 
institutions was increased by more than 100 percent to 52 thousand 920.
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WE TOOK 
STEPS FOR OUR 
CHILDREN TO 
TRAIN WITH LAW 
AWARENESS 
WITH LAW AND 
JUSTICE COURSES 
In the 6th and 7th grades of primary education, curriculum of Law and Justice 
course was added. In the 2017-18 education year 92 thousand students selected 
this course.

In this way, we have opened the way for the settlement of law consciousness at 
an early age.
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WE HAVE FACILITATED 
THE WORK OF 
OUR CITIZENS BY 
CHANGING THE 
LEGISLATION ON 
CRIMINAL RECORDS
Criminal records can be taken from district governorships in places where 
there is no prosecutor's office. There is no charge for penal record registration. 
Embassies or consulates were immediately allowed to issue a criminal record 
while a criminal record was taking 1 month in  abroad before.

By allowing public institutions to conduct online inquiries, the application of the 
request for judicial registration documents from citizens has been terminated. 
Citizens are now able to obtain judicial registration documents through 
e-government without having to go to the court houses.

By ending the application of keeping archive records until the death of person 
or eighty years and brought shorter durations in accordance to the type of 
crime. And we prevented the victimization of our citizens.
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WE HAVE FACILITATED 
ACCESS OF OUR 
CITIZENS TO JUSTICE 
BY STRENGTHENING 
LEGAL AID 
We removed obstacles in favor of the justice services for those who hasn’t got 
good economic conditions. We have experienced the social state in judgment.

In criminal cases, we enabled that anyone without a lawyer was appointed a 
lawyer.

We have facilitated the exemption of lawyers and litigation expenses in civil 
cases for those who are not available in the financial situation through judicial 
reform packages. We increased the budget allocated to legal aid services 
every year.
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YOUTH AND 
SPORTS
NUMBER OF ATHLETES

FACILITY ESTABLISHING

SCHOLARSHIPS

HIGHER EDUCATION CREDITS 
AND HOSTELS INSTITUTION
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11

in sports.

we invested

SPORTS 
SERVICES AND 
INVESTMENTS  
(2002-2017)

TOTAL SPORTS 
CENTER 
NUMBER
The total number of sports facilities 
is 3.481. Between 2002 and 2017 we 
built a total of 1,906 sports facilities. 
Construction of 340 sports facilities 
continues.

Between 2002 and 2017, 

million

thousand TL

billion

771
988
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30 NEW 
STADIUMS 
ARE BEING 
CONSTRUCTED
After 2002, stadiums of Afyon, Antalya, Bursa, Eskişehir, Konya, Mersin, 
Sivas, Gaziantep and Trabzon have been completed among 32 new 
stadiums and the construction works of 13 stadiums have been completed 
while 6 stadiums have been continuing for their project and tender works.
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EACH 
PROVINCE 
WILL HAVE 
CLOSED 
SWIMMING 
POOLS 
Construction of 114 closed swimming pools, completed between 2002 
and 2017, 84 completed and 15 are under construction. 15 projects are 
about to complete the tender studies.
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THERE WONT 
BE ANY 
DISTRICT 
WITHOUT 
SPORTS HALL
Between 2002 and 2017, 469 facilities were completed from the 556 sports 
halls that were included in the investment program, while the construction 
of 58 is still in progress. 29 projects are about to be completed.
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WE CONSTURCT 
SPORTS 
FACILITIES IN 
EACH BRANCH 
OF SPORTS
From 2002 to 2017, 5,429 other sports facilities (athletics track, football field, 
basketball-volleyball court, tennis court, ice-skating hall, curling hall etc.) 4,368 
facilities have been completed and 1,039 facilities are under construction. 22 of 
facilities are under project and tender studies. 
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WE HIT MARK 
RIO 2016 
OLYMPIC 
GAMES
Our country participated in 2016 Rio Olympics with 21 sports and 
69 sportsmen in 103 disciplines; has received the following medals: 
Wrestling 1 gold, 2 silver, 2 bronze, Weightlifting 1 silver, Athletics 1 
bronze, Taekwondo 1 bronze medal, with 8 medals in total, our country 
made 4th most successful performance in terms of total medals after 
London 1948 (12), Athens 2004 (11) and Roma 1960 (9).
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WE BREAK 
GROUNDS 
IN  RIO 2016 
SUMMER 
PARALIMIC 
GAMES 
In Paralympic Games we have participated most athletes and branches in our history. In 
these games we won 9 medals, 3 gold, 1 silver and 5 bronze medals, making our country 
the 34th in medal rankings. For the first time in our games our country won a gold medal 
in a team sport (goal ball). Also; Athletics, athletics, goal ball and table tennis branches, 
and participated in wheelchair tennis for the first time.
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IMPORTANT 
COMPETITIONS 
REALIZED 
IN 2017

In the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in Azerbaijan / Baku we have 
won 195 medals in total, including 71 gold, 67 silver and 57 bronze.

We won 46 medals in total, including 17 gold, 7 silver and 22 bronze 
in the 23rd Season Deafolimpik Games held in Samsun.

At the Eyof-Gyor 2017 European Youth Olympic Summer Festival, 
we won 19 medals in total, including 5 gold, 6 silver and 8 bronze. 

In the Universiade 29th Summer Sports Games held in China, we 
won 16 medals in total, including 3 gold, 7 silver and 6 bronze.

In the EYOF Erzurum 2017 Games we won 3 medals in total, 2 
silver and 1 bronze.
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WE INCREASED 
NUMBER OF LICENSED 
SPORTMEN TO 20 TIMES
As a result of our effective work carried out by our Ministry;

While the number of licensed athletes was 848 thousand 316 in 
2002, it increased to 7 million 836 thousand in September 2017.

While the number of active athletes was 776 thousand 224 in 2002, 
it increased to 4 million 130 thousand  in September 2017 .

The number of disabled athletes increased from 2,763 in 2002 to 
31,029 in September 2017.
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Total sports club number is 13,724 as of September 2017 

WE 
INCREASED 
THE SPORTS 
CLUB 
NUMBERS 
2,5 TIMES

13
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24
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5
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RECORD 
INCREASE IN 
NUMBER OF 
COACHES
While the number of coaches was 18,674 in 
2002, it was increased to 239,535 in September 
2017 with the studies and organized trainings.

2002 2017

239
.53

5

18.
674
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RECORD 
INCREASE IN 
NUMBER OF 
COACHES

AID FOR 

In 2017, with the understanding of supporting sportsmen and athletes 436 
million TL was donated to independent sports federations in 2017. A total 
of 3 billion 242 million TL was made between 2002 and 2017..

SPOR
FEDERATIONS
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As Public relief in 2017
We helped 13,700 sports clubs with 186,740 tracksuits, 186,740 shorts-
shirts, 186,740 spots and 186,740 sports bags. We also provided cash aid 
totaling TL 2.325.000 to 64 sports clubs.

AID AMOUNT 
FOR AMATEUR 
SPORTS CLUBS
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Thanks to the investments and support we have made between 2002-2017 for 
spores and athletes Our medal count was 1.481 in 2002 and reached 6.279 in 
2016. As of September 2017, our international medal count reached 4.328. Our 
international underground athletes won a total of 44.497 medals in 2002-2017.

From these achievements, the medals in some important championships in 2016 
were as follows;

RECORD 
NUMBER 
OF MEDALS

CHAMPIONS 2016 GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL

Olympic 1 3 4 8

Paralympics 3 1 5 9

World Championship 106 117 172 395

European Championship 185 194 255 634

TOTAL 295 315 436 1046

CHAMPIONSHIPS 2017 GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL

4th  Islamic Solidarity Games 71 67 57 195

23rd  Summer Deafolimpic Summer Games 17 7 22 46

Eyof Erzurum 0 2 1 3

Eyof Gyor Hungary 5 6 8 19

the Universiade 3 7 6 16

world Championship 57 70 89 216

European Championship 209 215 333 757

TOTAL 362 374 516 1252
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Between 2002 and 2017, we awarded a total of 278 million 486 thousand TL to 
Sportsmen, Coaches and Sports Clubs.

The athletes, coaches and sports clubs were awarded 3 million 325 thousand TL 
prize in 2002 while the increase in sportive achievements and the great support 
given to the athletes and spores increased to 8 million 800 thousand TL in 
September 2017.

WE STAND 
BEHIND SUCCESS

Rewards  given to our sportsmen 

20
02

20
17

3 Million 325 Thousand  TL

8 Million 800 Thousand  TL
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The programming of national and international sports activities of all education and 
training institutions affiliated to the Ministry of National Education, determination of the 
principles of physical education and sports activities, the execution of sports competitions 
between schools, the provision of vehicles, equipment and similar necessities belonging 
to the competition is carried out by our Ministry. In this respect, 7 million 723 thousand 
students from 41 branches attended these activities between 2010 and 2017

SCHOOL 
SPORTS 
ACTIVITIES
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We have organized sports organizations in 15 branches by bringing 
the athletes in the categorized category together in the form of 
provincial mixes and competing on behalf of the ills. In 2013-2017, 
96.868 of our youth have participated in these activities.

ANATOLIAN 
STARS LIGUE
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By organizing teams in the categories of men and women of university 
students, we have organized sports organizations in 13 branches 
according to the format of displacement league which is strictly 
observing both sportive and social and cultural development.

56,581 athletes participated in these activities in 2012-2017

UNIVERSITY 
SPORTS LEAGUE
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In the responsibility of the coordinators determined in each 
province and district, we provided the possibility of free sports 
for citizens of all ages by using the open and closed areas 
belonging to the provincial and district administrations of the 
General Directorate of Sports as well as local governments 
and public institutions and organizations. 2.037.130 people 
participated in the project in 2012-2017.

THE PROJECT 
OF "RUN WHILE 
YOU ARE ABLE 
TO RUN"
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We provided 381 thousand 600 youth sports facilities for the education 
and training of the Qur'an, between the ages of 7 and 18 participating in 
the Quran courses and the Summer Qur’an courses.

SUMMER 
SCHOOL 
COURSES 
UNITED WITH 
QURAN COURSES
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In our provincial sports centers we have organized sporting 
events for the disabled. We have participated in these events with 
a total of 16,594 disabled athletes, of which 6.001 in 2014, 4.539 
in 2015 and 6.054 in 2016.

It is expected to exceed 6,000 by the end of the season (May 
2018), with 1,298 in 2017.

DISABLED 
SPORTS 
EVENTS
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Between 2002 and 2017, we invested 558.258.834 TL for hostels.

In 2002, 190 dormitory and bed capacity of 182.258 reached to 619,376 beds with 
755 dormitories with an increase of 240% in 10 October 2017.

In 2017, there will be 88,404 bed capacity, 
71 dormitory and 45 blocks 116 buildings 
were made available to our students. 
The construction of 225 dormitories with 
a capacity of 230,991 beds, which was 
started before 2017 and which is under 
construction or preliminary protocol, 
has been completed and the total bed 
capacity has reached 850.367.

September 2013, 81 provinces, 145 districts 
and 2 in the TRNC total dormitory bed 
(332,527) in 81 provinces, 242 districts and 
4 TRNC with a total of 619,376 beds with 
an increase of 115% in October 2017

DORMITORY, 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AND CREDIT 
SERVICES

2017

2002

755 hostels 619.376 bed capacity 

190
 hostels 182.258 bed capacity
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Necmettin Erbakan dormitory with 763 
capacity, Bülent Ecevit dormitory with 962 
capacity, Refika Öğretmen dormitory with 1,000 
capacity, and Selim  II Dormitory with capacity 
of 1,354 opened in 2017  with a total of 4,079 
capacity student dormitories in the TRNC.

A total of 619,376 students are housed in 755 dormitories affiliated to our Ministry.

TRNC 
(Turkish Republic of North Cyprus)  
Student 
Dormitories

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS IN 
HOSTELS
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APPLICATION 
AND PLACEMENT 
RATE FOR 
HOSTELS

%46,23

%82

In 2016, we placed 337,562 of the 
414,664 students who applied in the 
dormitories.
As of October 2017, 249,412 
students, 70% of the 354,772 current 
applicants, have been placed in the 
dormitories.

General   |    455     |    Youth and Sport



We are providing nutrition assistance to the students who live in KYK 
dormitories. Nutritional aid for the healthy and balanced nutrition of high 
school students was raised from TL 11 per month in 2002 to TL 330 per month 
in 2017. 

The increase in the number of food aid granted in January every year has been 
implemented since September, when the dormitories opened in 2016.

2002
2017

330

11 

Nutritional aid  

WE INCREASED 
NUTRITIONAL 
SUPPORT  30 
TIMES
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2002 2017

425

45

WE INCREASED 
AMOUNT OF 
SCHOLARSHIP AND 
CREDIT WE HAVE 
REACHED MORE 
STUDENTS
Monthly Scholarship / Loan Amount

Monthly Scholarship / Loan Amount

Between 2002 and 2017  36,270,838 thousand TL 
scholarship / credit payment was realized. In 2017, 
400,288 thousand (domestic / foreign) student 
scholarships were granted in this context. The amount 
of scholarship has been increased to 425 TL per 
month in 2017 and to 470 TL per month in 2018.
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Credit 
Payments
Starting from 1962, a limited number of learning credits were awarded, but all 
students applying from 2004 are given a learning credit. Within this scope, we 
provided 1 million 235 thousand 898 student education loans in 2017.

In 2002, we increased the tuition amount from TL 45 to TL 425 per month by 
2017. We pay twofold (850 TL) of the monthly credit amount to the graduate 
students and triple (1,275 TL) to the doctorate students.

In 2018, the credit will be paid to the graduate students twice the amount of the 
monthly loan (940 TL) and to the doctorate students three times (1.410 TL).

General   |    458     |   Youth and Sport



YOUTH 
SERVICES  
YOUTH 
CENTERS
In 2002, we increased the number of youth centers, which was 9 in the country, to 76 
in 2014 and 279 in 81 provinces as a result of investments and activities made in 2017.

In these centers; We organize scientific, cultural, social, artistic and sports activities 
that will meet the interests, needs and expectations of our young people in their free 
time. We perform programs such as courses, seminars, etc. that will contribute to 
physical and mental development and prepare the grounds that can be protected 
from bad habits and contribute to the employment processes through training 
activities.
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Numbers of Member of Youth Center 

Youth Center 
Activities

Youth center 
Investments 
Our youth center numbers increased to 76 in 2014 and 279 in 2017 which 
was 9 in 2002. Also construction of 61 youth centers which are included to 
investment program is continued, project and tender studies of 55 youth 
centers are in progress. 

As of 2017, 54,924 activities under the heading of 
the Youth Center Academy have enabled the active 
participation of 1,349,179 young people.

By 2017,within the  scope of Youth Centers club activities 
With 90,764 activities, we reached 1,642,454 in total 
with the work of our youth centers.

As of 2017, we have contributed 421,149 young people to 
our salon programs in 81 provinces.

We have increased the numbers of members of youth centers to 
100.446 in 2014 and, 1.668.381 in 2017, which was 5.120 in 2002.

2002

2014
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YOUTH 
CAMPS
The number of youth camps, which was 4 in 2002, increased to 36 in 2017. Youth Camps 
are facilities established to enable young people to evaluate their leisure time with various 
social, cultural and sports activities. Transportation, accommodation and catering needs 
of the young people who are participating in the camps are provided free of charge.

The number of camp leaders who guide young people in Youth 
Camps reached 3,250 by the end of 2017.

Number of youth camp

2002 4

362017
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While the number of youth benefiting from Youth Clubs was 15,000 in 2002, this 
number has been raised to 110,250 by the end of 2017.

Youth Teams are given the following trainings; riding, paintball, mountain bike, folk 
dances, canoe, sea and pool activities, yacht trips, book reading, football, basketball, 
volleyball, theater, mangala, mini golf, archery, rafting, climbing wall, trekking, rope 
park, social and cultural excursions, street sports and various sporting and cultural 
activities Education of the Qur'an, Values Education, General Etiquette Rules, History 
and Civilization, Ethical and Human Values, Personal Development, Important 
Personages Life and addiction fighting issues.

As a result of investments and improvements made in the heating and cooling systems 
of youth camps, youth camps have been started to be used for 12 months since 2016.

In addition to summer camps, the following organizations were held in 2017; Ramadan 
Camp, Disabled Youth Camp, Gifted Children Camp, Dependence Camp, Mother's 
Son Camp, Father's Son Camp, Anadolu's Values Camp, Book Reading Camp, The 
organization of the International Youth Camp was realized with thematic camp projects 
such as Career Camp, prophetic biography Camp, Social Integration Camp.

Number of youths benefited from youth centers 

2002 2.765 Kişi Thousand persons 

110.250 Persons2017
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WE SUPPORT 
YOUNG IDEAS 
AND PROJECTS 
STRONGLY 
779 thousand 265 young people benefited from 1,353 projects supported in the 
years of 2012-2015. In 2016, 1,107,765 young people benefited from a total of 1896 
projects, including 543 projects. 

A total of 172.694.718 TL has been used for project support, 128.994.718 TL in 2012-
2015 and 43.700.000 TL in 2016. 40 million TL is allocated for the year 2017.

In project support, disadvantaged regions and disadvantaged youth have been 
given priority. With the 2016 special grant program, 91 Youth Center, 87 Book 
Café and 25 Mobile Youth Center projects were supported in Eastern Anatolia and 
Southeastern Anatolia, contributing to the strengthening of capacities of non-
governmental organizations in permanent and sustainable projects and changing 
the lives of young people. With the 2017 general grant program, 340 projects were 
supported throughout the country. The implementation of both programs started in 
2017.

We support the projects of youth and NGOs such as foundations, associations and 
youth groups in the fields of social harmony, volunteering, fight against addiction, 
healthy life and sports, culture-arts, education, scientific research.
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PROJECTS 
IMPLEMENTED 
ON YOUTH
For the projects implemented, in the years of 2012-2016 106,102,834 TL was used. 
In 2017, 43.515.000 TL has been allocated and 17.546.646 TL has been used. We 
benefited from 1,104,236 of our projects implemented between 2012 and 2016.

The projects we implement are aimed at the following; education, social cohesion, 
History conscious, mobility, volunteerism, Struggle with addiction, Increasing young 
people's activities implemented with projects in the field of culture, arts and sports, 
raising awareness of national and spiritual values, introducing the historical and 
cultural values of our country more closely and collecting their free time in a useful 
and qualified manner.

57th Regiment loyalty Walking,

Cities and Cultures

Cities and Cultures Europe

Cities and Cultures

Drop

The Last Half Century Story

Sultans of word

Future Masters Meet the Stars of  Future

Industry's Apprentices Stars of the Future 

Legend of Football Meets Young convicts

Theater Days for Young Prisoners

Kosovian 15s in Canakkale

European Young Consultants Meet in Turkey

Thematic Youth Camps

Young Architects
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European Youth Learns Anatolia

International Vision and Memory Travel

Young Explorers Train

3 cities in the way of wisdom Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem

Journey to the Self of the Young Uzbekistan

Young people never forget

Youth Center Reading Poetry Competition

On the Road to Independence Dumlupınar Zafertepe from Kocatepe (30 August)

Every Youth Center Becomes an Orphan Sibling

Ensar Muhajir Brotherhood 

Hearth Library

Book Reading Circles

Read, Think, Tell

We Learn Mother and Girl Quran

Anatolian school read

Candles of Anatolia

My Center is Everywhere

We Are Going Out

Reading houses are Back

Young people meet in morning prayer

Mobile Youth Center

Classrooms without wall

Code Name 2023

Valuable Humor Based on Our Values

Young People's Goodness Tree

Young Conversion

Applied Entrepreneurship Trainings

Current Readings and Author Meetings
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Young Informatics Entrepreneur Support Project

Candles of Anatolia

Turkish Music Competition between Youth Centers

Youth Centers Theater Competition

Letter Competition from youth to ancestors  

The Rising Meditation Celestial Journey Andalusia

Balkans in the track of Ayvaz Dede

Young people are discovering Hearth geography

Young Volunteers Platform

Volunteer Awareness Training

Doors Closing

Drug Control, Prevention, Rehabilitation Workshop

Contest of Young People Remembering Us

Ahi - order Week Celebrations

Turgut Reis Commemoration Program

Âşık Pasha Commemoration Program

Soul of Ramadan Program

Youth Agenda Programs

Cinema Camp

Islamic Enmity and Struggle in Digital Games

Nusrat Canakkale Mobile War Game

İbrahim Naci Logs Video Work
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Volunteer Platform

Doors Closing

Firefighting Training

Disaster Ready Turkey Training

Nature and Environment Volunteer Trainings

Turkey Addiction Fighting Training Program

I Love Living

Life Saving Trainings

Camp Leadership Trainings

Camp Leaders Empowerment Trainings

International Youth Academy

Walking Commemoration of Sarıkamış Martyrs

Malazgirt Victory

Sende Gönül Ver (Set your heart) 1st National Photography Competition

In the Shadow of the Great Flames

Contest of Young People Remembering Us

Journal of Youth Studies

Research Activities

Our Publications

Experiences Talks, Heroes

KYK Academy (Leadership Seminars, Career Talks, Awareness Conferences)

Courses (Language, Design, Handicrafts, Music and Visual Arts, Religion and Values Education)

Workshops (Literature, History, Cinema, Turkish Islamic Scholars, etc.)

Social Cultural Activities (Social Responsibility Studies, Empathy Activities,  
Environmental Activities, Yesilay, Red Crescent Activities etc.)

Cinema Days

Cultural and Artistic Programs (Vefa Days, Poetry Concerts, Theater, etc.)

KYK Sport Activities

Aid Campaigns (Syria, Aleppo, Somalia, etc.)
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WE REPULSED 
15 JULY COUP 
ATTEMPT BY 
THE POWER OF 
OUR NATION
July 15, 2016 We repulsed the treacherous coup attempt initiated by FETÖ. Our 
nation who filled the squares after the call of our president R. Tayyip Erdogan and 
Our prime minister Binali Yıldırım make history. Did not allow the tanks to move. 
Shaded their bodies to barrels. And protected democracy.





Our homeland 
is grateful to you 



We memorialize 15 July martyrs with 
peace and express our appreciations 

to all veterans and our nation. 



NOT
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NOTE
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