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Distinguished Members of Parliament, 

Distinguished Guests, 

My dear citizens watching us on television, 

I greet you all with warmest regards at this most important group meeting. 

I wish to address not only my honourable nation today but all of humanity. 

I want to share my feelings with honesty and speak to the conscience and mind of all humanity. 

There were two bloody attacks at the darkest hours of the night yesterday. 

First of these was a terrorist act directed at the Naval High Command in İskenderun. 6 soldiers were lost in line of duty and 7 were wounded in this treacherous attack. 

The second was at dawn in the waters of the Mediterranean marking a deep wound in the history of humanity. 

Aid ships built on human conscience were stopped by using arms and force. Ships loaded with mercy and care couldn’t reach their destinations and instead were smeared with blood. 

Armed forces from Israel unlawfully attacked the Freedom to Gaza fleet carrying 600 people from 32 countries and humanitarian aid for the people of Gaza in international waters killing innocent people. 

Humanitarian aid ships were seized during this operation in which there were dead and wounded. We once again strongly condemn this inhuman attack on ships carrying women, children, people of religion and civilians. 

I said it before in Chile and I am stressing it again. 

This bloody massacre by Israel on ships that were taking humanitarian aid to Gaza deserves every kind of condemnation. 

This is a blatant attack on international law, human conscience and world peace. 

I say to human conscience because people of all nations and religions on board those ships were carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza suffering from a blockade. 

Ships had declared their loads and intentions to the entire world before they set sail. 

As witnesses to this open humanitarian aid, 60 journalists from our country and the world were on board the ships heading to Gaza. 

It is clear that this attack in open seas and international waters against 6 ships and 600 people carrying aid to hungry, poverty stricken and homeless Palestinians was an attack at the founding principles of the United Nations. 

Ships that set sail from Turkey and other countries were carrying humanitarian aid. They were strictly inspected in line with maritime navigation laws. 

There were no passengers on board other than civilians and aid workers. 

Ships were flying white flags. 

Despite all these precautions, they were attacked with guns. 

I returned to Turkey having cut short my visit to Chile because of the abhorrent terrorist attack in Hatay and the unlawful attack of Israel on aid ships. 

From the very start of the incidents, our government closely followed the developments and we started to take necessary steps in collaboration with my colleagues in Turkey.

Yesterday at 6.30 in the morning, Mr. Bülent Arınç as acting Prime Minister held a comprehensive evaluation meeting with the relevant Ministers and representatives. 

The Foreign Affairs Ministry, intelligence units, relevant institutions and Turkish Armed Forces closely monitored the situation. 

Our Minister of Foreign Affairs and Defence Minister spoke to the Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak and conveyed our reaction and sensitivities.

I also followed developments closely with the Ministers accompanying me throughout the night and kept constantly in touch with Turkey. 

We analyzed the situation in every aspect and began to take all the steps that should be taken in this regard.

The Republic of Turkey is continuing to use all the necessary tools of international law and diplomacy and will continue to do so. 

Within this framework;

Turkey’s Ambassador to Tel Aviv has been recalled to Turkey. 

Three joint military exercises with Israel have been cancelled. 

Our Minister of Foreign Affairs has gone to New York and the United Nations Security Council was convened in an emergency session. 

The United Nations Security Council has made a statement condemning Israel. The statement called for an investigation and the immediate release of civilians and the wounded. 

Matches to be played by our Junior National Football team in Israel have been cancelled. 

The NATO Council has been called for an extraordinary meeting today. 

Moreover, contacts are being held with the Organisation of Islamic Conference, the Arab League, the European Union and other relevant organisations inviting them to act. Organisation of Islamic Conference will meet on Monday. 

We continue to work to ensure the well-being of the humanitarian aid convoy and our citizens in it and the swift treatment of the wounded. Israel offered to send the wounded. We turned them down, saying that we have the will and strength to carry our wounded ourselves. 

Two military ambulance planes have departed to bring back the wounded. They have now picked them up and are on their way back. The civilian planes are about to reach their destination as well

The Israeli Ambassador summoned to the Foreign Ministry was relayed our message regarding the immediate return of the citizens of the Republic of Turkey and the release of the seized ships. Moreover, steps and measures have been taken for the return of the wounded for their treatment in Turkey. 

Israel, which prevented the international community from getting information as of the moment the incident took place, should inform the public directly and not be reluctant to cooperate internationally. 

Israel must imminently realise the seriousness of the situation and not continue to do wrong. 

The position Israel will take is closely watched by the world public opinion. 

My colleagues are in constant contact with countries which have citizens in the convoy. The ships were carrying the flags of Turkey, Greece and the Comoros Islands. There were citizens of 32 countries on board. We expect these countries to also show the same sensitivity and reaction. 

We would like to say once more: Israel should immediately lift its inhuman blockade on Gaza. It should not stop the humanitarian aid for the people of Palestine from reaching its destination. 

Dear friends, 

As you know, we carry out the Alliance of Civilisations work with Spain. Our aim is to strengthen the belief that people of different religions, civilisations and cultures can live together in peace and understanding. We work to ensure that love prevails over hatred and revenge. 

I am sorry to say that the incidents that took place last night are dark chapters in the common civilisation of humankind and culture. It will go down in the annals of history as a huge shame. 

Attacking humanitarian aid ships, killing innocent people and treating civilians as terrorists, are degrading and reckless in terms of humanity. 

We know that there is law in war as well. 

Children are not attacked in war, neither are women, elderly, civilians, people of religion, those flying a white flag, health officials or aid officials. 

Those who attack these people in peace rather than war not only disobey law, but also trample on humanity and become inhuman. 

Even tyrants, outlaws and pirates have sensitivities and they obey certain moral rules. 

It would be a compliment to use these labels on those who do not obey any moral rule or sensitivity. 

Israel, by attacking a ship carrying civilians from 32 countries has defied the world. World peace has suffered a huge blow. 

This impudent, irresponsible, reckless, unlawful behaviour of the Israeli government that tramples on all virtues of humanity must definitely be punished.

Instead of expecting an investigation from an administration that has accepted lying as a state policy and that isn’t ashamed of its crimes; the international community should investigate this incident fully with complete judicial consequences.

As Turkey, we will not let this go. 

Turkey is not a newly-born rootless country. It is definitely not a tribal country. No one should test Turkey’s patience. 

Turkey's hostility is as strong as its friendship is valuable. Losing Turkey’s friendship is in itself a big price to pay.

We have always been friends and partners with the people of Israel and Jews. I believe that Israelis who watched this attack with tears in their eyes and those who criticise it understand how this false act was incompatible with human honour and a blow to the friendship between the two countries. 

This problem is not one between Turkey and Israel. The problem is that Israel has been unlawfully involved in inhuman acts, spilling blood and threatening peace. 

Turkey has always supported peace in the Middle East and contributed to regional stability and security. 

In the recent past, Turkey was the only country working to normalise Israel’s relations with Palestine, Syria and Lebanon. 

Israel is now carrying out acts to directly oppose one of the most important supporters of peace in the region. 

Israel should stop trying to explain her unjust acts with reasons of security or criticisms of anti-Semitism. The spear no longer fits the sack. 

There is an understanding in the administration that accepts violence as a policy, sees it fit to engage in brutality and does not hesitate to spill blood. 

It is no longer possible to hide or turn a blind eye to this lawlessness on the part of the Israeli administration. 

It is time for the international community to say ‘enough.’ It is Israel who does not recognise over-100 resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. Therefore, the United Nations should not be satisfied with the condemnation it issued tonight and must stand firmly behind its decision. 

I have just talked to the Secretary General of the United Nations. He was on his way to New York. US President Obama said he will call me at 8 pm. We will also hold talks with him. I will share these views with him as I communicate them now to you. 

The aggressive behaviour of the Israeli administration must stem from some powers it gets from somewhere. At this point our sensitivities in our region are obvious. I spoke with German Chancellor Mrs. Merkel from Chile yesterday. Today, the new Prime Minister of the U.K. called and I will talk to him. We had spoken before, we will speak again today. I will also be talking to others. 

We can’t let Israel destroy the ground for peace in the Middle East. We can’t accept that Israel gets away with everything they do. Everything has a cost.  

An understanding that doesn’t respect right to life can never value any right or law nor can it maintain an attitude seeking peace. 

An approach that doesn’t value human life can’t respect human beings and human rights. 

A state that seeks its own nation’s security can’t achieve it by winning world's hatred and hostility.

An administration that doesn’t respect any people other than its own can’t talk about peace. 

Israel that is destroying its own defence shields one by one and losing its alliance in a way so as to alienate itself from the rest of the world. 

Israeli government is destroying regional peace by spreading hatred and animosity and is like a sore thumb disseminating instability all around.

 The international community should intervene in this situation as soon as possible.

I would also like to address the people of Israel from here. We have always opposed anti-Semitism. We have raised our voices against the injustices done to the Jews. We have worked to ensure that the people of Israel can live in peace and security in the Middle East. 

Now it is your turn to adopt the same sensitive attitude and same humanistic stance and stop this cruelty. The policies of violence pursued by the government and its coalition partners that violate all kinds of rules and law are completely contradictory to Israeli interests and clearly risk your peace and security. Your government’s aggressive actions are undermining your country's international image and putting the State of Israel in the position of conducting banditry and piracy.

These reckless administrators and reckless politicians who think they can govern by lying, using deception, shedding blood, aggression, piracy, state terrorism, massacring innocent people are, first and foremost, harming Israel and Israeli people.  

It is the Israeli people who must put an end to this. 

Meanwhile I thank the Turkish Jewish community for their fair and sincere attitude towards the Israeli attack. 

Our Jewish citizens, as part of our beloved nation have defended and are defending Turkey's rightful position until the end. To look with an evil eye or to adopt a different behaviour to our Jewish citizens is out of question. 

My dear brothers and sisters,

Today is a new day, a milestone. 

It is evident that nothing will ever be the same again. 

It is impossible for an aggressive state, which openly commits murder and carries out a massacre, to make itself understood by humanity and to face the international community without showing any sign of remorse and accountability.

Those ships were ships of mercy, loaded with human conscience. 

Staging an armed attack on a civilian aid ship that is 72 nautical miles off your territorial waters and in international waters and high seas, keeping the passengers, is already a crime in itself.

Shedding blood by attacking innocent people with guns, carrying out a massacre is state terrorism. They are denying this by saying that they were fired at. We are sick and tired of your lies... Be honest, be honest.

The seized ships should be released together with the staff and the volunteers. 

No one can portray the volunteers aboard the ship and the accompanying European Parliament MEPs as well as 60 journalists – and one-year old Kağan with his mother who was released- as if they departed for something other than delivering humanitarian aid.

Once again, this attack clearly proves the cruel and inhuman treatment which Israel has been carrying out against Palestine and Gaza for years.

The Israeli officials whom we told how good they were at killing people, have once again shown to the world how well they know how to kill and massacre people.

This is an understanding that handcuffs even the innocent people who were fired at, injured and lying on stretchers. Is there any explanation for this? Can you explain this with human rights, with universal values? There is no way for them to explain these inhuman actions to the international community. 

I know that all the peoples of the world are condemning this overt brutality. But it is not enough. We have to get results. 

All the men and women of the earth who seek justice should know that one day, justice and not power will prevail. That is what we want.

Turkey will use all means of international law and will act in cooperation with the international community during this process. 

I want to draw attention of all humanity to the following point.

There is no way for Israel to justify its policies that shed blood; no excuse can explain its unlawful act, this bloody murder.

Israel cannot wash its hand of this blood through any excuse or justification.

The problem emerging out of this bloody attack in the Mediterranean Sea is no more between two countries; it is an international matter. We believe that no country in the world, no international organization that cares about human values will remain a mere viewer to a murder committed at such scale.

As of this stage, whoever turns a blind eye to the bloody attacks of Israel, should know that they are also part of the bloodshed. 

We once again saw that the issue is not war on terror or defence against terror, but a massacre attempt trying to destroy a city and all of the people of a city.

You shower bombs on these people, you experiment with phosphorus bombs on these people, bomb hospitals, mosques, schools, play grounds, and even the United Nations Office. 

As if this lawlessness is not enough, you deny those people from meeting their basic needs to survive.

On top of that, you even do not hesitate to display your inhuman brutality to those who are trying to deliver medicine, food, construction material to those people. 

Everyone can shut their eyes to this lawlessness, choose not to see, or -- I am openly saying, underlying -- can insidiously support this action of Israel. But Israel should not make the mistake of putting Turkey in the same shoes of others. They should not even attempt to make such a mistake, the consequences would be costly.

By committing a murder in high seas, firing a gun at innocence and mercy, Israel, with this bloody act, has chosen isolation and loneliness. 

I reiterate once more:  even if everyone stays quiet, shuts their eyes, turns their back, we, as Turkey, will not be turning our back on Palestine, on people of Palestine, on Gaza, we will not be shutting our eyes and will never give up raising our voices for Gaza.

Dear friends, 

Our nation should be dignified as befits Turkey. 

We will bear the sorrow of our martyrs and heal our wounds together. 

We observe gladly that citizens across Turkey follow the incident with utmost sensitivity and show their democratic reaction within law. As a matter of fact, this is a behaviour that befits our people. 

I believe that all our citizens will maintain their calm and continue to act in dignity and with common sense. 

Everyone should know for certain that one day, ships of love and friendship sailing in the conscience of mankind will reach their destination by overcoming all obstacles.

I call once again on those who say that they are behind this inhuman and unlawful operation; we are behind the law as much as you are behind unlawfulness. 

We stand behind peace and justice as much as you stand behind the bloody operation, aggression and terrorism. 

We stand by civilians, innocent people, Palestinians and Gazans as much as you are against civilians and innocent people in Gaza and Palestine. 

We have been proud of our position throughout history and will continue to act with the mission of our history, civilization and state tradition from now onwards.

May God rest the souls of those killed in Israel’s attack. 

I also wish a speedy recovery to the wounded. 

We have taken every kind of measure for the wounded being taken to Turkey. 

The Israeli administration should hand over the wounded, coffins and activists on board to Turkey as soon as possible. 

An unfavourable attitude in this regard will further deepen the problem and result in bigger problems.

Distinguished members of parliament, 

I would also like to share with you my views on the terrorist attack I mentioned at the beginning of my speech. 

As you know, 6 soldiers were killed and 7 were wounded in a terrorist attack on our military unit in Iskenderun Naval Base Command after midnight yesterday.

I once again condemn this atrocious attack that took place during the change of guards. May God rest the souls of the martyrs. I offer my condolences to our nation and their families and wish a speedy recovery to the wounded who are under treatment in Iskenderun and Ankara. 

The terrorist organization has once again shown its villainous and bloody face. 

This attack that targets Turkey’s unity, peace and security will fail and not attain its aim, just as was the case previously. 

Dirty games of the terrorist organization that resorts to bloody attacks will absolutely fail. These will be condemned by our people as cowardly murder.

Dear friends, 

We initiated the democratic initiative so-called the National Unity and Brotherhood Project to start a process whereby mothers would not cry and bloodshed would end.

Turkey has recently raised its democratic standards in every aspect. It attains a more contemporary standard of living. Important developments are taking place in every field. 

Whenever Turkey starts raising its democratic standards and whenever rights and liberties start making progress, a dark hand steps in and tries to sabotage this development process and make it unsuccessful. 

The more we say democracy, some resort to terrorism and the more we say human rights, some take up arms. 

The more we say rights, law and welfare, some start shedding blood. 

I am asking you, who gains and who loses in this? 

We are making constitutional amendments and are going to hold a referendum so that our nation can make a decision. Meanwhile dirty games are put forward and efforts are made to sabotage the process. 

Our nation should see and understand these dark scenarios very well. 

As the Justice and Development Party government, we will never make concessions on the fight against terrorism, but we will also continue democratization with the same determination.

We will exert efforts to materialize security and democratization simultaneously. 

My nation should be at ease, the terrorist organization and its supporters will never attain their objectives. 

Turkey will continue to advance on its true path with confident steps.

Dear members of parliament and friends, 

On the evening of May 25th, I left for Brazil - the first leg of an intensive program consisting of the Latin American countries of Brazil, Argentina and Chile accompanied by ministers, members of parliament and some 150 businessmen. 

We inaugurated our Consulate General in Brazil’s commercial hub and biggest city of Sao Paolo. 

We also opened the 1st Turkish Export Products Exhibition organized by Istanbul Chamber of Commerce in the same city. Then we held contacts at Embraer Aircraft Factory, building aircraft for the whole world. We attended Turkey-Brazil Business Forum in Sao Paolo with the participation of Turkish businessmen accompanying us and Brazilian businessmen and proceeded to the capital Brasilia where I had a one-on-one meeting with Brazilian President Lula and talks between delegations. 

Then we proceeded to the city of Rio where we held the 3rd Forum meeting of the Alliance of Civilizations. 

The summit was attended by heads of state and government and foreign ministers from 120 countries. Promising messages for the world and the future were given in both opening speeches and meetings held afterwards. 

Seeing the will that will pave the way for international cooperation for global peace in Rio gave us hope.

Dear friends, 

Argentinean capital Buenos Aires was on our schedule after our contacts in Brazil. In addition to high level contacts in Argentina, we were going to inaugurate the Turkey-Argentina Business Forum and open the Atatürk monument constructed in Buenos Aires. This was a pre-determined program. 

However, the impolite attitude of the autonomous local administration regarding the opening of the Atatürk monument, and the lack of results from the sincere efforts of the Argentinean President for the inauguration of the monument led to the cancellation of our visit. 

As a nation and as a country, we have common values. It is our expectation for all countries in the world to accept these values with respect and understanding. Each country should respect the importance of those values and accept them in the same way as we accept and respect the values of others.

 I see value in reminding this once again: Honestly, no act of the Armenian diaspora benefits Armenia, the Armenian people or third countries; on the contrary, it only undermines them. 

Acts and attitudes of the diaspora put Armenia in a difficult position while also putting third countries -- like Argentina in this case -- in an awkward situation. 

I hope that those who become slaves of the Armenian diaspora because of internal political concerns realise how much they hurt Armenia and their own countries. 

Dear Friends, 

After cancelling our visit to Argentina, we travelled to another Latin American country: Chile. 

However, we received news of the unfortunate attack in Hatay and the attack tantamount to massacre in the Mediterranean. 

I believe that the contacts we held in Latin America will bring short and long term benefits to our country. Our businessmen held important contacts in Brazil. They got the chance to closely monitor Brazil and the Brazilian economy. Important steps were taken for future cooperation. 

We had an opportunity to see the reflections of Turkey’s active foreign policy especially in Brazil. 

Turkey’s businessmen, Turkey’s investments and brands now reach all corners of the globe and are respected and liked. 

The reason why we are getting through this global economic crisis with minimal damage lies in this active foreign policy and the dynamism of Turkey’s entrepreneurs. 

I, together with my wife, wish to thank the businessmen on this trip for their sensitivity. I thank them for their attitudes. 

We will protect this dynamism. We will continue to carry both Turkey’s messages of peace and justice as well as its economic strength to all corners of the world. 

I end my remarks with these thoughts and feelings and wish you all a successful legislation week and greet you. 
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