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The Middle East is undergoing a period of radical change and transformation. 
The demand for democracy and reform of the people which was expressed 
through the “Arab Spring”, was disrupted by counter revolution movements. 

The politics preferred by the Western world, namely the United States, 
constituted a playground for terrorist organizations. The people of the region 
found themselves in turmoil amidst the policy of segmentation derived from 
death and torture.

Terrorist organizations have been considered as a mean to achieve ends by 
some actors in the region. 

In this sense, we must observe the clear support of the USA towards the PYD/
YPG terrorist organization following the emergence of DAESH. 

Turkey’s response to events in the region requires committed and sincere 
responsibility. Hence, why developments along the Turkish border cannot be 
evaluated separately.

Supporting terrorist organizations in Northern Syria indicates long-term 
accounts and projects against the will of the people in the region.

When a NATO member (The USA) joins forces with the PYD/YPG terrorist 
organizations Turkey is in a position to question the sincerity of its allies in 
the coalition against DAESH.
 
The effort to legitimize a terrorist organization as a partner in the region is 
ignored by the international community; EU, NATO and the UN. 

Within this context, setting forth the PKK/PYD relationship with tangible 
data is of great significance.

There is a natural tie between the terrorist organizations supported by the 
USA: PYD, and the PKK.

Endless evidence has been provided by the Turkish State including Ocalan’s 
instruction to establish PYD, as mentioned in PYD bylaw, and similarities 
between the leaders of the PKK and PYD.

The report by the  AK Party Foreign Affairs, has been prepared on the basis 
to assess the PYD/PKK relationship, terrorist acts partaking in international 
reports, support for terrorist organizations in spite of the confessions by 
senior US staff and double standard policy understanding of EU countries.

Mehmet Mehdi Eker
Vice Chairman

Chairman of Foreign Relations

PREFACE INTRODUCTION



 FOREIGN AFFAIRS MARCH 2018PYD = PKK IN SYRIA  FOREIGN AFFAIRS MARCH 2018 PYD = PKK IN SYRIA

43

OCALAN’S INSTRUCTION TO
ESTABLISH PYD

During the 1. Kurdistan Democracy and Freedom Congress (KADEK) on April 
2002, the establishment of organizations affiliated to PKK in Iraq, Iran and 
Syria, as well as Turkey, was announced 1. Stating that “... a Syrian Democratic 
Union Movement or party should be identified and defined as the organizational 
structure of our movement in the upcoming period and given the necessary 
support”. Thus, “the establishment of the Democratic Unity Party in Syria” was 
announced following Öcalan’s instruction and the PYD declared its foundation 
on October 17, 2003 with the name of Partiya Yekitiya Demoqratik (PYD).

• The PYD, which used the PKK’s camps in Qandil in its early days, started 
to construct its own camps in Northern Syria following the outbreak of 
the civil war.

• While the PYD copied the so-called co-presidential system of the terrorist 
organization PKK, PYD’s bylaw was prepared by the PKK leaders 
themselves.

1 Tolga Şardan, “PKK-PYD Relationship”, Milliyet, February 13, 2016.
http://m.milliyet.com.tr/yazarlar/tolga-sardan/iste-pkk-pyd-iliskisi-2193527/ 

• The usage of Qandil Mountains, headquarters of PKK, as PYD 
headquarters.

• Emphasizing Öcalan’s “democratic autonomy” approach, the 
declaration of “KCK Rojava” was made.

• Assignment of Mustafa Abdi Bin HALİL, member of the PKK Executive 
Council, as the Director of PYD activities.

• Election of Salih Muslim, who has a close relationship with Öcalan, as 
the President of PYD following the leadership of Barzani Muhammad, 
the first president of PYD.

• Stating that, “PYD has accepted Öcalan as the commander and 
KONGRA-GEL, KCK’s legislative council as the Supreme Legislative 
Council of Rojava” in PYD Bylaw.

• Initiation of the co-presidency system in PYD, which currently exists 
in PKK.

• Administration of PKK’s all terrorist activities in Syria, Iraq and Iran, by 
Murat Karayılan under the structure of the Public Defense Center.

THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT PYD CONGRESSES CONFRIMS 
THE PKK-PYD RELATIONSHIP



 FOREIGN AFFAIRS MARCH 2018PYD = PKK IN SYRIA  FOREIGN AFFAIRS MARCH 2018 PYD = PKK IN SYRIA

65

The Firat News Agency affiliated to the PKK indicates that the PKK and the 
PYD are actively working together. 

In the events/demonstrations organized by the organization, it is observed 
that the so-called PYD flags, Öcalan’s banners and PKK symbols are used 
together.

SOME VISUALS THAT APPROVE THE 
PYD/PKK RELATIONSHIP

PYD’S BYLAW

In PYD’s bylaw, there are clear indications that the PYD/YPG terrorist 
organization act in coordination with the PKK terrorist organization. 

Related articles are as follows: 

Part II: Party Principles
 
The Democratic Union Party (PYD) accepts Mr. Abdullah Öcalan as its leader 
and the leader of the Kurdish people, and it considers the Kurdistan People’s 
Conference (Kongra-Gel) the supreme legislative body of Kurdistan’s people. 

Part III: Party Membership
 

a. Party Membership
 They must be at least 18 years of age; believe in the democratic nation; 

believe and accept Leader Öcalan’s method of democratic civilization, the 
Party’s Rules of Procedure, and represent them in their daily lives; abide by 
Party rules; and pay their monthly membership fee.

 
c. Duties of Members:

 1. To take pride in and be associated with the values of Leader Abdullah 
Öcalan and the Kurdish people, and to struggle for the liberation from 
captivity of the former.
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ACTS OF TERROR
BY PKK/PYD/YPG IN SYRIA 

Terrorist activities of the PKK/PYD/YPG in northern Syria:

The Use of Psychological Pressure:
  
PKK/PYD/YPG is exercising pressure over the local population by means of 
arbitrary detention, execution, torture, kidnapping, rape, and burning down the 
villages completely. For instance, in April 2006, the PKK/PYD/YPG exposed 
about 50 opponents on a lorry that they massacred, in order to create pressure 
and fear over the people.

Demographic Change Activities:
 
Arabs, Turkmens and Kurds who do not support PYD are forcibly displaced.
Displacement as a result of armed conflict does not allow civilians to return 
their homes due to PYD activities.

For instance;

• The terrorist organization has forcibly displaced more than 2 million 
Arabs, Turkmen and Kurds living in the northern side of Syria since 
2012.

• Only in 60 settlements in and around Tel Rifat province, 250,000 
civilians were forced to migrate by the terrorist organization. 

• Due to the pressures and attacks of the PKK/PYD and Assad regime, 
more than 50% of the Syrian Kurds left the country.

• 700 thousand of them came to Turkey.

Racist Activities:

They seize the private property of non-Kurds and Kurds who are not aligned 
with their vision.

Activities to Destroy the Facts:

They loot and change the records of the Directorate of Land Registry and Civil 
Registry.
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SOME EXAMPLES OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES OF
THE PKK/PYD IN SYRIA

Terrorist organization PKK/PYD/YPG conducted fear through execution 
of civilians and forceful evacuation of hundreds of villages in Hasaka.

JUNE 2014

The Arab village of Hüseyniye located in the countryside of Tel Hamis 
was demolished by the PKK/PYD/YPG terror organization. Almost 94% 

of the village comprised of 225 houses. 

FEBRUARY 2015

Displaced 100 Turkmen families in Hasaka by arbitrarily arrests and 
tortures. These families took refuge in Turkey.

MAY 2015

More than 26 villages in the south of Haseke were forced to migrate 
through threats. 

JULY 2015

PKK/PYD/YPG occupied the Asaylem village located 35 km South of 
Suluk. They destroyed 100 out of 103 houses.

APRIL 2016
 

PKK/PYD/YPG raided and slaughtered civilians in Anik El Hava, one of 
the Arabian villages affiliated to Hasaka / Resulayn.

MAY 2016

In Hasaka / Resulayn, PKK/PYD/YPG burned 4 thousand acres of 
agricultural land down, held women hostage and assaulted civilians 

who protested the cruelty.

JUNE 2016

PKK/PYD/YPG opened fire on Arab civilian who were protesters in Tel 
Abyad. Most of the protesters were women, children and elderly 

people. 

JANUARY 2017

Namely, PYD elements opened fire onthe civilians seeking to return to 
Siyuk village located in the east of Euphrates River, which they were 

forced to leave previously. In this incident, 7 civilians including women
and children were killed while many people were injured. 

Over 1.400 Turkmen families were deported from
the town of Hammam el Turkmen.
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CHILD RECRUITMENT
In the territories occupied by PYD children are forced to take part in terror 
organization activities due to lack of recruitment as a result of their illegitimate 
status.

Recruiting and using children under the age of 15 as soldiers is prohibited 
under international humanitarian law – treaty and custom – and is defined 
as a war crime by the International Criminal Court 2.

2 “Child Recruitment and Use” Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict,
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/effects-of-conflict/six-grave-violations/child-soldiers/ 
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ACTS OF TERROR OF PKK/PYD/YPG IN TURKEY LEADERS OF THE PKK AND PYD

REYHANLI ATTACK / May 11, 2013: 53 Turkish citizens lost their lives.

KOBANİ EVENTS / October 7 – November 2, 2014: The supporters of the PKK/
PYD/YPG terrorist organization who hit the streets brutally massacred 50 
people. 

ANKARA GÜVENPARK MASSACRE / March 13, 2016: 36 Turkish civillians 
lost their lives in a bomb-loaded car attack at Güvenpark Kızılay.

DÜRÜMLÜ MASSACRE / May 12, 2017: 16 civilians lost their lives in the 
explosion at Dürümlü field, affiliated to Sur county of Diyarbakır. 

ATTACKED TO MOSQUE /  January 24, 2018:  2 people lost their lives during 
a rocket attack to a mosque in Kilis.

MISSILE ATTACKS TO REYHANLI
Between the dates of January 21, 2018 and February 02, 2018, 40 
(forty) missile attacks to counties and 11 (eleven) missile attacks to 
various districts outside the suburbs of Reyhanlı province of Hatay took 
place.

A total of 78 (seventy-eight) people were wounded between these 
dates and as a result of the explosion, 3 (three) Turkish and 1 (one) 
Syrian civilian was killed.

Fehman Hussein
Member of the former PKK 

terrorist organization’s Syrian 
senior management and 

appointed general responsible for 
the YPG. Entrusted with managing 

the activities of YPG in Syria.

Asya Abdullah
Member of the senior management 
of the KCK terrorist organization in 

Syria and Co-Chair of the PYD.

Adhar Halil
Member of the Executive Committee 

of the KCK terrorist organization. 
Responsible for the external affairs 

of the organization in Syria.

Sabri Ok
Takes part in the management of 

the PKK terrorist organization. 
Deals with the financial and 

military issues in Syria.

Fawza El Yusuf
Member of the senior 

management of the KCK 
terrorist organization in 

Syria and Co-Chair of PYD.
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HUMAN RIGHT VIOLATIONS BY
PKK/PYD/YPG

SYRIAN NETWORK FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (SNHR)

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (HRW)

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

THE WASHINGTON INSTITUTE FOR NEAR EAST POLICY

According to the Syrian report published by SNHR in 2017, the terrorist 
organization PKK/PYD/YPG;

• Murdered 316 people, including 58 children and 54 women.
• Captivated 647 people for no reason.

According to the report entitled “We Have Nowhere to Go” published in 
2015, the terrorist organization PKK/PYD/YPG;

• Rendered the regions where Arab and Turkmen civilians lived in the 
northern side of Syria uninhabitable,

• Set villages in this region on fire,
• Civilians were displaced and threatened with death if they rejected to 

migrate, 
• Committed war crime.

• According to the report of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy 
published in February 2017, terrorist activities of PKK/PYD in Syria are 
as follows;

• PYD is also administered by the PKK (Qandil),
• The USA is aware of the situation,
• The PKK/PYD is claiming that they are “protecting the Kurds”,
• Locals suffer from PKK/PYD activities in the region,
• Aside from fighting with DEASH in the region, the PKK/PYD is also 

engaged in combat with Kurds who do not agree with them,
• Young people in the region are armed to protect themselves and their 

families and sometimes engage in combat with PKK/PYD terrorists, 
• Imprison, torture and kill young Kurds who do not surrender to PKK/PYD, 
• The people of the region who cannot stand the tyranny of PKK/PYD are 

escaping from the region, anymore.

20According to a report of the HWR on the PKK’s Syrian branch PYD in 2014, 
titled “Under the Kurdish Administration: Violation of Rights in the 
Regions Governed by PYD in Syria”, with the so-called police organization 
formed under the name “Public Order”; the terrorist organization PKK/PYD/
YPG in Syria;

• Forcibly detained people,
• Killed many people with torture,
• Kidnapped people,
• Committed murder,
• Forced children under 18 to take part in terrorist activites,
• Conducted “arbitrary arrest” against elements (such as the Syrian 

Kurdish National Council - ENKS) that would be cause rival to them,
• Aggravating life imprisonment,

(By this, there are hundreds of prisoners in Afrin and Ayn al-Arab (Kobani) prisons).

• Abusing prisoners,
• Placing all captives in the same dorm without separating crime,
• In areas under the control of the PKK/PYD, these human rights 

violations have a permanent nature.
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EUROPEAN KURDISH RESEARCH CENTER

Eva Savelsberg, Director of Center for European Kurdish Studies in Germany, 
came together with members of the Diplomatic Correspondents Association 
on April 25, 2016 and used the following statements in her statement:

The terrorist organization PKK/PYD;

• Persecution of Kurds in Syria who reject the PKK/PYD ideology.
• Arrested more than 100 Kurdish politicians.
• Attacking other Kurdish parties’ offices by committing captivating and 

torturing them.
• Silent independent journalists and activists.

FEBRUARY 2016

APRIL 2016

JULY 2017

JANUARY 2018

JANUARY 2018

FEBRUARY 2018

The U.S. National Counter Terror Center (NCTC), which collects and analyzes 
intelligence on terrorism, also called the PYD the PKK’s branch in Syria on its 
website. 

Testifying to the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee in April 2016, 
President Barack Obama’s defense secretary, Ashton Carter, also admitted 
a direct relationship between the YPG and the PKK. 

Speaking at the U.S. Aspen Institute in July last year, Gen. Raymond Thomas, 
the head of U.S. special operations command, admitted that the PKK’s Syrian 
extension YPG/PYD effectively tried to change its name to so-called “Syrian 
Democratic Forces” or SDF spurred by his suggestion.

In a press briefing, U.S. State Department spokeswomen Heather Nauert 
used the world “PKK” while talking about PYP/PKK elements in Afrin.

The CIA also inludes the PYD/PKK among the foreign-based terrorist groups 
in Syria, on its website’s Syria profile section, as updated at the end of 
January.

Testifying to the U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee Congress, Director of 
National Intelligence Daniel Coats explicitly defined the YPG as the terrorist 
“PKK’s militia force in Syria”.

CONFESSIONS OF SENIOR STAFF IN THE USA ON THE PKK/PYD/YPG
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CONFESSIONS OF FORMER PYD/YPG MILITANTS PKK/PYD/YPG ACTIVITIES IN EU COUNTRIES
The information provided in statements of the confessors who surrendered to 
security forces reveal the attack plans of the PYD/YPG to Turkey and the relations 
of the terrorist organizations with Western countries, particularly the USA.

TALAL SILO (former spokesperson of SDG, the frontal organization of PDP/YPG3).

“PYD/YPG and the USA allowed DEASH to escape 3 times.”
“They did not even fire a bullet in Raqqa. The DEASH terrorist who were 
taken out of the city reached the place they were going. Then we announced 
that Raqqa was conquered. Raqqa was the third place the US and the PYD/
YPG emptied in cooperation with DEASH militants.”

Opening Öcalan posters in Raqqa
“Posters were existing even at the first Congress of SDG. All flags in 
the region are PYD/YPG, YPJ and so on. So, you cannot see SDG flags. 
Americans know who they’re working with.”

PYD/YPG’s goal to reach the Mediterranean
“An US intelligence officer promised that the PKK strait would reach the 
Mediterranean.”

Operation of petroleum in Deirezzor and Hasaka
“Money was being transferred to Europe. All names are members of the 
PKK. Every day, barrels of petroleum were being carried out of the region.”

Where do the Qandil staff stand in SDG?
“Although Cilo is the president, there is an authority above him. This person 
is Bahoz Erdal (Fehman Hussein).”

Arms aid from the USA
“All these (SDG) games were carried out so that, one day the fact that these 
weapons have been handled by the PKK would not be brought to light.”

Prior to the Turkey-EU summit held on March 18, 2016, members of the PKK set 
up a tent behind the EU Council in Brussels with special permission granted to 
members of the PKK terrorist organization. 

Despite the PKK being on the EU list of terrorist organizations.

3  https://aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/sdgnin-kacan-sozcusu-silo-abd-pyd-pkk-iliskilerini-anlatti/987777 
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In March 2016, images of HDP’s former Chairman Selahattin Demirtas 
posing next to flags of the YPG/YPG terrorist organization in the European 
Parliament came in sight.

Also, Figen Yüksekdag, HDP’s former co-chairwoman admitted long ago their 
support for the terrorist organizations as a Party. During her speech in Suruç 
on July 19, 2015, she stated that “We lean back on YPJ, YPG and PYD. We do 
not find inconvenience in saying and defending it.

On September 01, 2016, Former Co-Chairman of the Terrorist Organization 
PYD/YPG Salih Muslim made a speech at the European Parliament.

On 7 February 2018, the MEP’s called upon the European Parliament to “stop 
operation Afrin” with symbols of PYD/YPG terror organizations. 

The 100 Parliamentarians asked for Operation Olive Branch to end have 
made their support to the PYD/YPG terrorist organizations clear.  
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ÖCALAN POSTERS IN PKK/PYD/YPG
EVENTS IN EUROPE  

At the exhibition on July 2016 and hosted by the European Parliament’s 
Socialists & Democrats Group Member Josef Weidenholzer, photos of the 
terrorist Öcalan were displayed. The exhibition lasted for a week and the EU 
countries remained silent on the use of photos of a terror organization leader. 

On February 24, 2018, the members of PYD/YPG protested Operation Olive 
Branch using Öcalan’s posters.
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THE USE OF SYMBOLS IN REGIONS OCCUPIED 
BY PKK/PYD/YPG IN SYRIA 

PKK leader Öcalan’s poster on Mount Burseya.

PKK leader Öcalan’s posters in downtown Afrin

CONCLUSION
• The founding philosophy, bylaw, activities and members of PYD 

clearly indicate that they are the PKK’s structure in Syrian.

• The article which takes place in PYD’s bylaw indicating that “PYD 
considers Öcalan as its leader, the People’s Congress (so-called) as 
the upper structure of the Kurdish people, KCK-West as a democratic 
system for the Kurdish people in Syria” explicitly puts forth the 
founding purpose of the Party and explains the relationship between 
the PYD and the PKK.

• PYD’s bylaw, underlines that “Party members should adhere to Öcalan 
and fight for his freedom.” PKK’s bylaw and at KCK’s Convention, also 
accepts Öcalan as a leader, as per PYD’s bylaw.   

• PYD is the branch of PKK in Syria and the fact that these two 
organizations share the same management group, organizational 
structure, strategy and tactics, military structuring, propaganda tools, 
financial resources and training camps are the most concrete and 
apparent indicators of this relationship.

• In order to gather under a single roof its organization in Syria, Iraq, İran 
and as well as in Turkey, PKK changed its organizational structure as 
PKK/KCK in 2005. In other words, KCK is the new form of PKK under a 
new name. PYD is the extension of PKK acting in Syrian territory.

• The PYD conducts its activities under the command and control 
structure of PKK, located in Qandil.

• The evidences used in this report reveal that PYD-YPG are the organs 
of the same mechanism with different names and places.



28

 FOREIGN AFFAIRS MARCH 2018PYD = PKK IN SYRIA




